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I A and Lady Firkin eondlinged: to 
divide their time between Walworth and Fiſh- 
Street- Hill.— As ſhe had never but once ſeen a 
play, it was one evening propoſed that they 
ſhould go thither, and accordingly with her Lady- 
ſhip; Sir Joſeph and Mr. Green ſet out for the 
theatre, which was extremely crowded, by the 
performance of a favorite opera; with ſome dif- 
ficulty they were accommodated in the pit, which | 
Mr. Green, who was ſent before to reconnoitre, 
had declared to be already chuck full; her Lady- 
ſhip, however, expreſſed her ſatisſaction that 
they had got in, as ſhe could not bear to go 
vor. 11. „ - amongſt 


2 MATILDA FITZ-AUBIN, 


amongſt the common vulgar in the gallery, and 
proteſting that if ſhe had dreamt of its being ſo 
hot and ſo crowded, they would have been dreſſed 
and gone like themſelves into the front boxes — 
Matilda, delighted with the perforniance, was 
in ſenſible to the inconveniences of her ſituation, 
when at the end of the firſt act, ſhe obſerved in 
the neareſt ſide box, Lady Felicia Mornay, ac- 
.companied by the Ducheſs of K——, Beach- 
wood, and Major Persfieid; aſhamed of her 
company, ſhe ſat down, hoping ſhe was undiſ- 
covered—the firſt idea that ſtruck her, was, that 
the ceremony had paſſed, and Lady Felicia was 
now the wife of Beachwood—yet recollecting 
his manner at their laſt meeting, and the ſurpriſe 
he had ſhewn at her hint of his influence upon 
the ſentiments and ſoeiety of her Ladyſhip, ſhe 
was willing to perſuade herſelf againſt all appear- 
ances that this ſuppoſition might be erroneous, 
Loft in reflexion and conjecture concerning peo- 
ple ſo highly eſteemed, and whom the now be- 
lieved ſhe had taken leave of for ever: the reſt 
of the play was unattended to, and all the maca- 
roni criticiſm of Mr, Green upon the piece and 
the company, ſcarcely heard and wholly unan- 
ſwered; the two ladies, attended by Beachwood, 
went out before the commencement of the farce; 
and the moment it was concluded, Lady Firkin, 
who ſat near the pit door, inſiſted upon their 
leaving the houſe immediately, in order to ſecure 
N coach. When they reached the outward 95 
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of the theatre a new conſultation took place, as 
it rained violently and no coach was'to be met 
with. It was at length ſettled, that the ladies, 
attended by Sir Joſeph, ſhould return into the 
pit, while Mr. Green went in ſearch of a car- 


riage.—As ſome time had been taken up in mak- 


ing their way out, and deliberating what was to 
be done, the houſe was nearly empty when they 
reached their former ſeats, where they were in- 


ſtantly joined by Major Persfield, who as the 


people that ſat behind Matilda had inſiſted upon 
taking off her hat, under which ſhe had no other 
head dreſs than her fine hair, had diſtinguiſhed 


W her carly in the evening, and had followed them 
for the purpoſe of diſcovering by what chance 


ſhe was amongſt her preſent companions, and 


why ſhe had left Clarges-Sireet. 


family, and ſtill more ſo that they ſeemed to 


make a myſtery of your preſent place of abode. 
Even Mrs. Beachwood, who is become ſo ex- 


I tremely ; intimate with them, could give her no 


other intelligence than that you were gone to 
make ſome. ſtay with a friend; and had I not 


| fortunately met with you here, we might ſill 


have remained in our ignorance, for 1 ſuppoſe 
they have private reaſons of their own for this 


erecy, and Beachwood may think himſett hap- 


B 2 5 py 


Lady Felicia (ſaid he) who arrived i in town 
only laſt week, was quite aſtoniſhed on calling 
there, to find that you no longer reſided with that 
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Matilda, hought curpriſed. at the elne 


e this ſpeech, aſked no explanation, but un- 


willing to talk of Beachwood, enquired if he had 


ſeen Mrs. or Miſs Darwick lately? 


J have ſeen none of them this month (re- 


plied he) except Orlando, whom I met this morn- 
ing upon the fop's parade; ſauntering up ct. 
James s Street and down Bond Street; and though 
fatigued to death with the excrtion, yet being 
dreadfully overburthened with time, and unable 


juſt then to deviſe any other expedient for get- 
ting rid of it, he was going t to perform a m_ 
tition of the ſame tour. 


Lady Firkin, who from reſpect for the faſhion- 


| able appearance of the ſtranger, had kept ſilenc: 
much longer than was her uſual cuſtom, now 


turning to her companion, exclaimed, © Well, 


my dear, but you don't tell me how you have 


been entertained ?”? 
Matilda in anſwer, expreſſed herſelf much 


leaſe] with the Pee, and particularly with the 
- Jongs. 


« Oh, Aye! that's quite in your way, for! 
remember Mrs. what d'ye call em, that you lived 
with, told me you could ſing and. play upon the 
muſic, and if we can get a ſpinnet for you, 


Sammy could bring has flute, and we might have 


a little 


SATILDA FITZ-AUBIN. 5 
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à little conſort, for he gets all the new Fox-hall. - 
ſongs, and every thing that's the feng.“ 

Juſt then the gentleman who was the lubject 
of this encomium returned, and Sir Joſeph call- 
ing out, Well, my boy, what news?”—< Bad: 

news enough (replied he) there's never a flogg 
to be had for love nor money; fo I hope, my 
lady, you'll make up your mind to walk, ſince 
there's nothing for it now, but to tuck up and 
foot it home.“ This plan was immediately put 
in execution; her Ladyſhip confoling herſelf 
with the aſſurance that though it was not quite 
ſo comfortable to' go draggling along in the rain, 
yet it would make them all relifh a bit of ſupper, 
anda good draught of porter when they got in. 
Matilda, who had read in the countenance of 
Major Persfield the ſurpriſe excited by the ex- 
treme groſſneſs and vulgarity of her party, was 
fo ſhocked at the idea of meeting any other of 
Mrs. Darwick's acquaintance, that ſhe determin- 
ed to avoid all oecafions of being again ſeen with 
them in public; and for that reaſon excuſed her- 
ſelf from accompanying them on the following 
Sunday to Kenſington Gardens, though aflured- 
by Lady Firkin that it would be monſtrous plea- 
ſant, for that they would ſet off the moment din- 
ner was over, and have time enough before * em 
do ſee all the great folks. 


Then I hope, my lady; you'll do the thin 18 
teeny (cried vir: Green) and coach it to Ken-- 
ſington- 
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angton at once, for really its quite a bore, of 4 
hot day like this, to ſee the ladies go broiling 
along. the park, with all the roaſt beef. in their 
faces ;, don't you think ſo, Miſs Matilda.” 9 

« I dare ſay (cried her Ladyſhip). ſhe has more 
ſenſe than to. be ſo ſqueamiſh—for my part, when 
7 go upon pleaſure, I'm always for making the 
moſt on't, and in my mind it's as pretty a ſight 
to ſee all the carriages and the gentlemen, as any 
thing there is when you get through—beſidcs. 
Spriggins always goes a riding there of Sundays, 
and he might join us, and I'm ſure, my dear, it 
would be more agrecable to have the beau.” 

Matilda did not interfere in the debate con- 
cerning the manner of getting there, as ſhe con- 


tinued firm in her intention of remaining at 


home; notwithſtanding her Ladyſhip's repre- 
| ſentations of the pleaſure ſhe would loſe by it, 
and Mr. Green's aſſurance that there would be 
all the world and his wife. | 


A few mornings after this he was ſurpriſed 
| by a viſit from Lady Felicia. Her being an- 
_ nounced by the name of Mornay proved that 


the marriage had not yet taken place—but of 


Beachwood Lady Felicia ſpoke not, and the pre- 


ſence of Lady Firkin preventing any partieular 
converſation, ſhe ſat byt a ſhort time, and giving 
Matilda a prefling invitation to ſpend a day with 


her in the courſe of the following week took her 
leave. 


She 


inte 


— ww et my fra 
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she was juſt gone when young Green bounced 
into the room with a bundle of ſcrawled pa pers, 
which he declared he had taken by force from 

Nat Spriggins, who had done nothing but write 
verſes upon Miſs Fitz-Aubin ever fince he firſt 

ſaw her, under the name of Delia Laurinda. 
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& And pray (faid his aunt) why would not her 
own name do ?” 
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6e. Why, EY my lady, there is a faſhion: 
in theſe here ſort of things—Sptiggins ſays there 
is a good deal in name, and that in all the genteel 
poetry it's quite the tippy to have two or three, 
ſo he ſigns himſelf Catullus Cicero de Val- 
mont.“ 


r 


4 = wh, 
4 — 


« Oh! pray, my ont: do read it (cried her 
Ladyſhip) I'm ſore it muſt be ſomething mon- 
ſtrous clever, for Spriggins writes the fweeteſt ? 
verſes in the world; I aſſure you ſome of them 
have been put in the newſpapers, and were ſo” 
vaſtly admired that they are to be publiſhed ian 
one of the new colle&ions'of modern poetry. 


Whatever may be their merit, madam (an- 
ſwered Matilda) L have no curioſity. 


Mr. Green, however, in ſpite of her refuſal, - 
ſetting his back againſt the door, began to read 


aloud from a ſheet, intitled ſtanza's to Delia Lau- 
rinda. | 


Soft 
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Soft as the plumage of the dove, c 

Alrrayed in pureſt ſnow, | 

| The beauteous maid who claims my love, 
Sweet ſource of all my wce. 


The purple flame of Cupidꝰs dart 
Shot quivering from her eyes, ®, 
And whiſpered to my trembling heart _ 
The magic of ſurpriſe. 1 0 


The melody that floats around 
Whene'er ſhe deigns to ſpeak, 


| Sublimes m ſcaſes with the found——— | 


He had proceeded thus far, GEES? Mals 
offended at his impertinence, inſiſted upon leav- 
ing the room. Lady Firkin, though not much 
pleaſed with the diſapprobation ſo openly marked 
by her gueſt, for the gallantry of her nephew 
and the wit of his friend, interpoſed to prevent 
any further peruſal, and changed the ſubject. 


I can tell you, Sam, (cried ſhe) while you 


. miſſed the ſight of a very fine lady, who has been 
here in a coronet coach to call upon Miſs Ma- 


= _ til. ” | 
Indeed, my Laly, 1 I'm very 5 tes 


* 1 ba d j 
L " —— 5 
3... 5 


Have offered her a ticket for our allembl 7 : R 


« Well, but if you can get one tied 
; Ladyſhip) Miſs Matilda i is going to die there on 


you, 


have been running after that poetry, you have 


he) I wish I had come a little ſooner, I Would 


e and Mme can gies it her Nen 1 aſſure 


all 
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you, my dear (added ſhe) we have had ary fas: 
ladies from the other end of the town at our aſ- 
ſembly, and vaſtly well pleaſed with it.“ 
Matilda, who was going out, had juſt left the- 
room when Mr. Spriggins made his appearance, 
and ſhe. heard Mr. Green exclaim as he entered, 


b | & Tt don't take, Nat, ſo. you mult plead your: 


own cauſe; for faith ſhe's quite a 82 piece and 
above my hand. ” 5 


„ Oh! never fear (replied he) if ſhe was a- 
peereſs I ſhould not deſpair if I-had acceſs to her 
—ſflattery, flattery, Sam, will carry the proudeſt 
of them, and if they affect ſhyneſs and gravity 
—why you. mult oe it with ſentiment, Fe” 8 
all.“ 3 | 


This enk declaration P ſtruck the 


ears of Matilda as ſhe went down ſtairs, increaſ- 


ed her diſlike of a reſidence where ſhe was con- 
ſtantly expoſed to be the object of ſuch imper- 
tinence; within the laſt three weeks this diſlike 


had conſiderably increaſed by the eneouragement 
which Lady Firkin gave to the forwardneſs of 


the young men, . who when the ladies were out 


of town, walked down every evening to Wal- 
worth, where Matilda was obliged to remain in 
their company, by the neceſſity of making the 
fourth at a card table with them, and her Lady- - 
ſhip, who choſe to conſider. her indifference as 


mere coquetry.. While. Mr. Spriggins; avoiding 


the . that might have allowed her an op- | 


B 5. Portunity 
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ſiduities in a manner which indicated certainy 
poſed to bring matters to a concluſion. 


any pleaſure ſince ſhe left Clarges- Street was the 
recovery of Miſs Harland, whoſe health was fe 


{elf by needle-work. She had informed Matild 
an aſſiſtant, and her employer had propoſed her 
undertaking it, if ſhe could raiſe the ſum of thirty 
pounds; this offer was too advantageous to be 
pected to be in town, Matilda promiſed that ſie 
collecting her whole ſtock, and diſpoſing of 1 


few trinkets to ſupply the deficiency, the ſum 
was made up,, and her buſineſs on that morning 


at the ſhop in Piccadilly, where ſhe obtained her 
| money, left a note containing her addreſs, and 
. - requeſting that ſhe would call at Sir Joſeph Fir- 


kin's the following morning uncertain whether 
the herſelf might. be able to go out again, ſoon, 


| ra have "ay . of the tranſaction. 


. 


portunity for explanation, perfevered i in his 28 


of his own ſucceſs, whenever he might be dif. 


The only circumſtance that had afforded her 


far re-eſtabliſhed as t6 enable her to ſupport her- 


that a country correſpondent of the milliner from 
whom fhe received her work was enquiring for 


overlooked, and as the prineipal was ſoon ex- 


mould have the money againſt her arrival. By 


was to carry it herſelf to Miſs Harland's lodging 
finding her out, Matilda. on her return called 


work; and nat chooſing to leave or ſend the 


unaccompanied. by her Ladyſhip, and not chool- 
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Ox the day appointed ſhe went early to Arz 


lington Street, and was received by Lady Felicia 
with that cordial politeneſs which had ever mark- 
ed her notice of Matilda. The pleaſure of this 
meeting was greatly heightened by the long pri- 
vation of her ſociety, and the different manners 
of the people with whom that interval had been 
paſſed. In reply to her queſtion, why ſhe had 


left Clarges-Street,” Matilda could aſſign no other 


reaſon than that, ſuch was the pleaſure of Mrs. 
Darwick, and in expreſſing her ſenſe of the con- 
_ deſcending . goodneſs which had induced Lady 
Felicia to viſit the manſion of Sir Joſeph, was 
naturally led to ſpeak of her own fituation and | 
views. Nothing (continued ſhe) but her com- 
mand ſhould ws. occaſioned my leaving the 
aſylum, which the generoſity of Mr. Darwick | 


had afforded me; and though I do not conſider 


myſelf equally bend to remain in that ſhe has 


Rn for me," [ yet withed if poſſible to have 


put 


— 
* F 5 rr 
Ago pt 

F 2 Ou bg 


— - - " 3 A 
* — r 2 2 > b 
„ » 2 — o —— — 
— 3 1 
r r 
4 wy 2 2 ww — 
> 34 > 21 3 N 


11 * 
1 


nr 


. MATILDA FITZ-AUBIN. 


put up with its unpleaſantneſs till his return; but 
there are ſome circumſtances ſo inſupportable, 
that if I knew any ſituation where I could derive 
the means of ſupport from my own exertions, [ 
would not heſitate inſtantly to quit it—the family 
could not object to ſuch a removal, ſince Mrs, 
Darwick has not ſuffered me to remain ignorant, 
that for this purpoſe alone have 1 received an 
education ſo much ſuperior to my expectations 
an orphan, portionleſs, and dependent.“ 
4 feel ſtrongly tempted (replied Lady Felicia) 


to act like a very treacherous counſellor, and 
take advantage of your confidence to promote 
my own intereſt; if you would conſent to in- 


dulge me with ſo large a portion of your time as 
mult elapſe before Mr. Darwick returns, I ſhall 
be much gratified by your becoming my gueſt.” 


I am really oppreſſed with this new inſtance 
of kindneſs; (returned Matilda) but though deep- 
ly ſenſible of the honor it confers, I muſt be al- 
lowed, without entering into any particular ex- 
planation, to decline it your Ladyſhip's good- 
neſs, however, encourages me to add, that if 


amongſt your acquaintance any one ſhould be 
-enquiring for a governeſs to their children, where 


no very finiſhed accompliſhments are required, I 
ſnall be happy to engage in ſuch an undertaking.” E 
I have actually at this time a commiſſion 


for that purpoſe (replied ſhe) but it was a propoſal 
. 1 could never think of making to you. My ſe- 


; _ cond. 
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cond brother, Lord Melroſs, who at preſent re- 


ſides in Scotland, has written to requeſt that 1 


would engage a governeſs for his daughter, and 
though his enquiry does not ſeem to demand any 
very uncommon qualifications, I have not yet 
. met with any one whom I could venture to re- 
commend, ſince it is rather a companion for Se- 
lina, who may ſupply the place of a mother or 
elder ſiſter, than a mere governeſs, to be treated 
as they too commonly are, upon the footing of 
a domeſtic—but you ſhall hear what he ſays upon 
the ſubjeQ.” She then read aloud pare of the 
ktter, 


$6 Lady Melroſs agrees with myſelf u upon he 
propriety of adopting this plan, but we differ in 
opinion reſpecting the perſon. She was inclined, 
by the advice of an acquaintance, to have taken 
a foreigner of her recommending, who had hi- 
therto, I believe, filled the important poſt of 
French Soubrette to ſome woman of quality. I 
have never ſeen the perſon propoſed, but my ob- 


jections are ſtrongly pointed againſt any one of 


that Lady's ſelecting, as I know that her own 


| Children are in training under a dirty ſlipſhod 
| Mademoiſelle, with a face beplaiſtered with rouge 
and ſnuff, and a mind devoted to intrigue; and 
the girls, as might be expected, are already nearly 
as bold and flippant as their governeſs. It will 
appear ſtrange to you, that upon this point Lady 


Melroſs ſhould be leſs delicate than myſelf; but 


whatever | 


1 
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whatever may be my own habits, I would have 
the manners of my daughter ſimple and uncor. 
rupted. There are better opportunities of meeting 
with ſuch a character as we with in London than 
here, and if you, my dear Felicia, can point out 
any lady, amiable and well principled, with ſuf. 
ficient taſte to ſuperintend the improvement of 
Selina in the abſence of her maſters, and to whom 
ſuch a ſituation 5935 be agreeable, you would in- 

finitely oblige us.” 


The opportunity which this offored for ex- 
changing her preſent ſtate 6f uncafineſs and mor- 
tification, for a ſituation, which though obſcure, 
promiſed ſome degree of independence and peace, 

was eagerly caught by Matilda; and Lady Fe- 
licia, after lon g combating her reſolution of adopt- 
ing ſuch a plan, with every argument her friend- 
ſkip and affection could ſuggeſt, promiſed to write 
to her brother and Lady Melroſs by the next poſt; 


finding that all attempts to enforee her requeſt of 


reſiding with her, though received with the moſt 
grateful ſenſibility, were yet poſitively rejected, 
and that if the preſent application of Lord Mel- 

roſs had never been made, ſhe was firmly reſolved 
to have ſought a ſimilar, im! in ſome 
bother family. 


It was then agreed chat he ſhould ame ately 
| acquaint Lady Firkin with her intention of re- 

moving in the eourſe of a week; and that the 
time which might intervene between that and 
. | Nos her: 
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her journey to Scotland ſhould be paſſed with 
Lady Felicia. This point ſettled, ſhe returned in 
the evening to Fiſh Street Hill, where her Lady- 
ſhip being engaged with company at ſupper, 
prevented at that time any mention of her ꝑur- 
poſe—but a degree of diſpleaſure viſible in her 
countenance, which was attributed by Matilda 
to her having made a ſeparate engagement, re- 
preſſed all inclination to enter upon it then, and 
as ſoon as. the viſitors departed ſhe went to her 
own room. 
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Her ſatisfaction in the proſpect of ſpeedily 
quitting a houſe, whoſe inhabitants were ſo un- 
pleaſant, was' damped. by regret for the neceſſity 

of refuſing an exchange ſo. delightful as reſiding 

with Lady Felicia; but with her there would be 
a certainty of continually meeting with Beach- 
wood, and though regard. for the dignity of her 
own character enabled her to ſhun. and avoid 
him, yet when that was no longer i in her power, 
her fortitude might not be proof againſt the 
charm of his ſociety, and all her aſſumed indif- 
ference might fail to guard againſt the increaſe of 
a weakneſs, Which ſhe was ſedulous wholly to 
remove, Such conduct, alike repugnant to her 
own delicacy, and gratitude to her friend, was 
even in imagination ſo ſhocking to Matilda, that 

"the determined to ſhorten as much as poſſible the 

term of her intended viſit—hoping that Beach- 
1 | ; wood. 
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wood would frame ſome excuſe for abſenting 
bimſelf from Arlington-Street during her ſtay, 
Another objection to accepting her Ladyſhip'; 
offer, aroſe from the conduct of Lord Philip 
Mornay, who in his late behaviour, whenevet 
they had met, had thrown aſide his natural haugh- 
ty indifference, and paid her more attention than 
it was his cuſtom to beſtow upon ladies who poſ- 
ſeſſed neither of the two requiſites that in general 
were neceſſary to obtain his notice—high rank 
and an huſband. Conſcious of her own inferio- 
rity, and no ſtranger to his diſſolute character, 
Matilda was certain that he had ſome improper 
motives for the inſinuating ſoftneſs he had aſſum- 
ed, and felt at once diſguſt and terror at the aſſi- 
duties of a man ſo artful and unprincipled. 
The joy of removing from her preſent habita- 
tion was augmented by an alteration ſhe had ob- 
ſerved in the manners of her patroneſs, who diſ- 
Pleaſed with her marked diſlike of Mr. Green 
and his friend, had treated her lately with leſs 
civility. Matilda, though by nature amiable and 
obliging, poſſeſſed not that ſervile ſuppleneſs of 
ſoul, which from motives of intereſt can meanly 


many ſubjects, their ſentiments were diametrical- 
ly oppoſite, though ſhe did not unneceſſarily, de- 
clare that difference, ſhe was at no pains to con- 


ceal it; this independence of judgment her La- 
4pyſhip confidered as improper ; the expected that 
75 ber 
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| ker humble friend ſhould not only act in con- 


Lee to her will, but adopt her ideas, and echo 
her opinions —a pliant ſubmiſſion of ſpirit, which 
from her preſent companion it was vain ever to 


l hope or demand. 
= When they met at breakfaſt next morning, 


the gloom of Lady Firkin's countenance was 


E | Gill unaltered.—Suppoſing that. it aroſe from 
ſome cauſe in which ſhe had no concern, Ma- 


tilda reſolved to take the firſt opportunity of ſig- 


=— nifying her preſent plan, thinking herſelf obliged 

in common civility to announce it with as little 
W abruptneſs as poſſible. She was going to enter 
upon the ſubject when her Ladyſhip prevented 

ber, by ſaying, with a ſort of ſneer, © So, 
Miss a pretty ſet of acquaintance you have got! 


| ſhall have brought myſelf into a fine ſcrape 


indeed by taking a girl into my family that I know | 
nothing of, to make my houſe a harbour for all 


the common creatures in town! but Fd have you 


to know that my footboy has ſomething elſe to 


do than to open the door for ſuch trumpery, and 
I ſha'nt have my entry made a ſtand for ſtrum- 
pets,” 


Matilda, utterly at a loſs to > the meaning 


of this addreſs, requeſted an explanation. 
Why, after you was gone yeſterday, there 
came a woman, who it ſeems you had invited to 


| call here, and my nephew out of civility went 
1 25 to ſee what ſhe wanted : Wung Spriggins 


Was 
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Was with him, and they both declared to me thy 
it was one of thoſe creatures who are quit 
naught, for that they had ſeen her before, and 
were certain ſhe was the ſame dion Kitty 
Weſton.” | 


Matilda, averſe to all falſhood, and unable to 
= diſprove this aſſertion, only replied The 
name of the young woman whom I appointed tb 
call here is Harland, ſhe works as à milliner, and 
came to ſpeak to me upon buſinefs— not as a vi. 
ſitor. am ſorry, however, that it has been the 
occaſion of giving your Ladyſhip offence, ſinee 
I certainly ſhould never have taken the liberty of 
mviting any perſon to viſit at this houſe; without 
firſt obtaining the permiſſion of its miſtreſs,” 
* And J am very ſorry (reſumed her Ladyſhip) 
to have my houſe defiled with any ſuch diſreputs- 
ble trollops—for any thing I know ſhe that wa 
here the other day may be no better for all her 
fine coach and titles, for ſuch ſcandalous creatures, 
when they are in good bread, won't ſcruple to 
paſs themſelves for who they pleaſe, if * 
there's no chance of being found out.“ 
( I repeat, madam, that I am ſorry, in the 
| ſhort time of my ſtay here, to have been fo un- 
_ fortunate as to offend you: However you wil 
not again be ſubjected to any diſagreeable conſe- 
quences from my inadvertence, ſince I am und 
the e of 1 oor family.“ 
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| . She then acquainted Lady Firkin with her dg- 
1 1. who, however rudely ſhe had treat- 
Z d, was not inclined to part with her, but find- 
7 ng all attempts to detain her would be vain, ſoon 
Wave up the point. 


Next morning Matilda received a note from 


Lady Felicia, requeſting to know if it would be 


Wprecable to her to remove to Arlington- Street 
In the following Monday; to this billet ſhe re- 
med an anſwer of glad aſſent, and as only 
3 hree days intervened between the appointed time, 
er firſt care was to go herſelf and depoſit the 


oney ſhe had deſtined for the ſervice of Miſs 


Harland. 


| She una her at work, and grateful . 
e power of thanks for aſſiſtance ſo much above 
Per expectations. Matilda had the pleaſure of 
W:zrning that ſhe had agreed with the friend of 


Per employer, who was eſtabliſhed at a ſmall 
Pn in Cumberland, and was to leave London 


Pith her in the courſe of the following week. ; 


did not get your note, madam, (continued: 
e) till the evening before I called, as they let 
lie at the ſhop till L carried the work home 


ith which I was then. buſied. When I found 


ou were out, I took the liberty of aſking when 
might call again, in the probability of ſeeing 
ou; but two young men, who came to the door, 
haved with ſo much rudeneſs that I ſhould not 
ave ventured to return had they defired it. Un- 
fortunately. 
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fortunately was too conſcious of my own d. 
baſement to reſent their inſolence, and I hay 
been miſerable ever ſince, left your ' goodne 
mould have involved you in any trouble —moſt 


fincerely do I rejoice in the proſpeEt of retiring 


to a remote ſituation, where I may ſupport m. 
felt without 'ſhame, and remain till death, undi 


ſhe could not conceal her diſpleaſure at the ce. 
parture of Matilda, forbore to treat her with any 
pointed rudeneſs. Sir Joſeph, who had few iden 
beyond his ſhop, was content in all other concern 
that his Lady ſhould take the lead, and never in- 
| terfered in her domeſtic arrangements. While the 
two young men, affecting to be extremely cha 
grined at loſing her, redoubled their gallantry; 
and in anſwer to their enquiry into her motive 
for leaving Lady Firkin, as Matilda made n 
ſeeret of her plan, ſhe told them that ſhe hai 
engaged herſelf as en to the . 
Lord Melroſs.“ 


* Upon my honor now (cried Mr, Sririggin 
it is a ſhame that a pretty girl like you, ſhoul 
waſte her youth in ſuch a ſtupid buſineſs as the 
tuition of other people's brats: But my fair Lav 
rinda, you will not eſcape me fo, for I ſhall cx 


tainly call upon you before you have been thelt 


a week. Pray where does his Lordſhip I live!“ 
„In Scotland, Ay OE 


6s Pool 


. 9 
— x 
—— - 

w_ — 
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« Poor Nat (cried Mr. Green) now you're 
fairly flung ! for if once you get as far as there, 
W I'm afraid you'll be in great danger of being 
dawn in to conclude the buſineſs! Hal ha! ha!” 
« You may depend upon my aſſurance, fir, 
(faid Matilda) that the affair will be in no more 
danger of being brought to the concluſion you 
hint at in Scotland than in London—andI there- 
fore hope no one will ever ſo far miſtake my ſen- 
timents as to undertake ſo long a. journey to fo 


litle purpoſe.“ 
Mr. Spriggins bit his how with vexation at the 


I tal contempt expreſſed in the manner of Ma- 
tilda. * You little ſcornful prude (cried he) while 
2 man is. throwing away his time and attention to 
be civil to you, all the return you make is to pre- 
tend to wiſh him at the devil for his pains. But 
come, Sam, I am expe Cted in half a dozen diffe- 
rent parties this evening, and the ladies will be 
out of all patience.“ He then took his friend by 
the arm and walked out, and to the great relief of 
Matilda ſhe ſaw bim no more deang: the reſt of 
Jo ſtay. 


On the morning Bed for her 3 ſhe 
was not a little embarraſſed by the officiouſneſs of 
Mr. Green, who inſiſted upon attending her to 
Arlington Street, declaring that he was bent 
_- ng: the "His lady his aunt had . 
of. 
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Matilda, thanking him for his civility, d. 

clined the offer, alledging that there was no ne. 

ceſſity for troubling him to eſcort her, eſſ pecially 

as ſhe was not upon ſo intimate a footing as to 

take the liberty of oing thither accompanicd by 
= ſtranger. 


« Oh! but you © can Lords me to my Lord 
J aſſure you I have talked to a Lord before now— 
for on Faſter Monday Deputy Spriggins got me 
a ticket; there was a moſt prodigious cram, and 
in the crowd I was ſomehow ſqueezed up next to 
Lord $——, and when we got to the hall 
room, I thought I'd ſee a little of the ways of the 
quality, fo I ſtuck cloſe to him“ I ſuppoſe, my 
Lord, (ſays I) there's never a room at St. James's 
that can come up to the Egyptian Hall.” „Oh! 
no, fir, (ſays he) nothing equal to it.” “ You ſee, 
my Lord, (ſays I) we don't do things by halves in 
the City; I hope, my Lord, you like your en- 
tertainment.” © Oh! fir, (ſays he) there are 
no entertainments in the world ſo ſplendid as 
thoſe given by the City of London.” I liked 
him vaſtly, for he talked as free as could. be, and 
did not ſeem to have a bit of pride in him. Juſt 
as I was a going to ſpeak again he turned round tog 
to talk to a parcel of old ſwarthy outlandiſh dons, WI 
that they ſaid were the foreign Ambaſſadors, or it 
| elſe I had a good mind to have aſked his daughter an 
to dance, for ſhe's a monſtrous fine girl upon WW © 
my honor!“ „„ nn ty one | PL 
Matilda, 
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Matilda, in utter aſtoniſhment at his aſſurance 
and vulgarity, could no Jonger wonder at the 
offer of intruding himſelf upon Lady Felicia. 
But ſhe was ſpared the trouble of. inforing her 


refuſal, by the unexpected intelligence that her 


| Ladyſhip was in her carriage at the door. Hav- 
ing already taken leave of Lady Firkin, who 
aw her departure with more ſullenneſs than re- 
gret, ſhe haſtily. bade good morning to Mr. 
Green, and ran down ſtairs to prevent his hand- 
ing her to the coach, which might have furniſh- 
ed occaſion for ſome piece of forward imperti- 
nence in the hcaring of the Duke's ſervants. 


C HRA XML. 


on "ering the room was their diſcarded come 


5 5 panion. TY 


Lapy run and Matilda were ſitting 
together in the drawing-room before dinner, 
when Mrs. and Miſs Darwick were announced. 
It was difficult to determine whether ſurpriſe or 
anger was the predominant expreſſion of their 
countenance, when the firſt object they beheld 
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panion. As Matilda on leaving Clarges- Street, 
had received no encouragement to return there 
even as the viſitor of an hour, ſhe had never 
called, but on that ſame morning had addreſſed 
a letter to Mrs. Darwick, acquainting her with 
her removal and preſent deſtination; as this was 


put into the penny poſt it had not yet been re. 


ceived. In reply to their enquiry after Lady Fir. 
kin, ſhe explained the matter in few words, and 
the ladies, though evidently angry, could not 


with decency vent their diſpleaſure in the pre- 


| ſence of Lady Felicia, who knowing that their 


manner was painful to her friend, had engaged 


them on different topics, when Lord Philip en- 
tered, and careleſsly bowing to them, only ſaid 
to his ſiſter, © Major Persfield and Beachwood 
will dine here;” and then drew a chair cloſe to 
Matilda, and in a low voice entertained her with 
the news of the day, without ever addreſſing 
himſelf to the reſt of the company. 
the natural affability and ſweetneſs of Lady Fe- 
licia in ſome meaſure atoned for the rudeneſs of 
her brother, the ladies did not remain expoſed to 


it much longer, and in their way home lamented 
that the ſtep they had taken as a precaution, had 


been the very means of defeating their own po- 
hey; and Mrs. Dar wick wiſhed a thouſand times 
that ſhe had never ſent her out of the family, 
was half tempted to invite her return, if it could 
have been gane without the pen of mak- 
| | ing 


Though | 
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ing 2 conceſſion ; as ſhe ſhould he better ſatisfied 
to have her under her own eye, than living where 
ſhe might ſee Beachwood every day“ and I 
know, (continued ſhe) whether he is to marry 
Lady Felicia or not, he. has ſuch an opinion of 
every. thing ſhe ſays, that he will take all her 
| fooliſh praiſe of that girl for goſpel,” “ How- 
ever, mamma, (cried Miſs Anne) there's one 
comfort, the journey to Scotland will ſoon ſend 
| her out of his way, and if he can be ſo mean as 
to care for her now, I'm ſure his father and mo 


to think of a girl whe has gone out as a gover- 
_ neſs.” 
Lady "FAY though foray. for the pointed 
rudeneſs of her brother to the Darwicks, forbore 
to remenſtrate, well knowing that it would be 
wholly ineffectual. As neither Miſs Darwick nor 
Matilda had any pretenſions to high birth, the 
pride of Lord Philip conſidered them, in point of 
| real conſequence, upon an equality; but the former, 
with a perſon which happened according to his 
ideas of beauty to be much plainer than it was 
generally accounted, diſplayed ſo much vanity 
and ſelf conceit, that he withheld even common 
attentions for the ſake of mortifying what he 
termed © her inſufferable affectation of wit and 
degance.” . Matilda, without aſſuming the airs 
ot a belle, or ſceming to expe& any admiration, 
Was in that Kyle of beauty which his lordſhip 
% u. C moſt 
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ther will teach him another leſſon than ever. 
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moſt admired ; and as he, like many other men 
of loofe morals, was moſt ferupuloufly ſevere in 


his opinions of the conduct of women; her ex. 


treme diffidence and delicacy were- with him ad- 
_ ditional attractions.—Strength of underſtanding 
.or ſuperior abilities in a woman, he conſidered 
rather as difadyantages than charms—beauty and 
ſoftneſs of manners were all that he required; 
thoſe ſhe eminently poſſeſſed:; and as ſhe was too 
modeſt to make any parade of her knowledge or 
| accompliſhments, a common acquaintance with 
ſo little taſte as Lord Philip might long hare 


known her, without diſcovering her latent ſupe- 


riority: her beauty and dependent ſituation had 
already given birth to ſome vague ideas of en- 
deavouring to obtain her as a miſtreſs ; yet whik 
ſpe remained in the protection of his family ſuch 
a ſcheme would be impracticable; ; all that could 
be done at preſent was to ſecure her partiality, 
and carefully conceal his deſigns from his ſiſter 
and their acquaintance, till a more favourable 
ee fhould offer.. 


Beachwood and Major Persfield, ihe arrived 
uſt as they were ſummoned to the dining room, 
expreſſed both ſurprize and pleafure at ſeeing her, 
and the former ſeemed in thoſe ſenſations to have 
loſt the diſtant gravity with which he had accoſted 
her whenever they had lately met. In the even- 

ing there was a private card party, and when the 
=, Soatlemer joined them in the draw ing room he 
x | appeared 


0 
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| appeared to have relapſed into his uſual coldneſs, 
till being accidentally obliged to take a ſeat near 
that of Matilda, he was under the neceſſity of i 
talking to her, and while he liſtened to her inte- 
| reſting converſation, forgetting his lately aſſumed 

character, inſenſibly diſplayed the ſame warmth: 
and animation which had been To conſpicuous” 

during the early part of their acquaintance at- 
| Spring-Hill. 

« Well, my Lord; (cried Major Persfield to 
Lord Philip, whe had fat all the evening over-" 
looking a card table) amongſt all thoſe fair faces 
at the other end of the room, is there no attrac- 
tion ſufficiently powerful- to divert your attention 
for a moment from this ſerious ſtudy ?” 


No, {replied he yawning). Jam not in a u- 
mour to encounter the dollies but we have no- . 
thing extraordinary this evening,” 


What do you think of Miſs Fitz Aubin = 


„ She would be a minen if ſhe had a FANS 
more animation.“ 


I ſtrangers, my Major Persfield) the may 
at firſt: appear inanimate or reſerved, but when 
you are aequainted with her you will find there is 
no want of animation or iz einen in her 
ccuntenanee or converſation.” 
208 Poſlibly-not (returned Lord Phitip) but "OY 
ſhy ladies require ſo much trouble and who would 
be at AG paths of drawing them out, when there. 
C 2 are 
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are ſo many equally handſome, who will talk 
without any trouble, at all, and think 1 
happy if we will but liſten to them.“ 


Matilda, who had ſeveral times Aten advan- 
tage of a pauſe in their converſation, to attempt 
removing her ſeat, was as often detained by ſome 
new ſubje& that demanded attention, or ſome 
queſtion that required reply.—When they fir 
left the dining-room, -Beachwood had ſaid ſome- 


thing of having an appointment for the even- 


Ing; the evening however paſſed, and the ap- 
pointment, if any ſuch really exiſted, was for- 
gotten. The company were nearly diſperſed, 
when Lady Felicia coming up to Beachwood, 
aſked if they ſhould ſee him on the following 
evening at the Opera, and ment en in the 


affirmative, he went away. 


Matilda, though ſhe could not conceal from 


herſelf that ſhe was pleaſed with the revival of 


his attention, thought that ſhe was ſtill engaged 
by every motive of propriety, and of pride, to 
avoid a ſecond interview; for this reaſon ſhe en- 
deavoured to excuſe herſelf from accompanying 
Lady Felicia to the Opera, but as ſhe had never 
deen there, and had no indiſpoſition to plead, all 


her objections and repugnance gale way to e 
intreaties of her friend. 


When they reached the Rong the es 
was begun, and after the frſt emotion of ſurpriſe 


4 delight at the novelty and enchantment of 


the 


the ſpectacle, her eyes wandered in vain in ſearch 


of Beachwood ; ſhe tried to perſuade herſelf that 
the rejoiced at his abſence; but in ſpite of this 


prudent concluſion, and all the divine warbling 


of Marcheſi, her attention was diſtracted, and 


every time that the box door was opened by gen- 


tlemen, who came to pay their compliments to 
Lady Felicia, ſhe in voluntarily turned round in 
expectation of ſeeing him. Amongft the com-- 
pany in the pit ſhe obſerved Miſs Darwick and 
her brother, whoſe dreſs rendered him generally 
confpicuous and who by the help of his glaſs 
having recognized her-Ladyſhip, made his way. 
to the end of the ſeat, and favored them with 
5 ſtrictures upon the muſio. 


The firſt perſon. they met in the coffee-room * 
was Mrs. Beachwood, who ſaid that her fon had 


left London early in the morning to make a viſit 
of a few weeks to a friend at Oxford. While 


ſhe was talking to them, Miſs Darwick came up 
and addreſſed Lady Felicia, without taking any 


other notice of Matilda than coldly ſaying, how 
&ye do; but ſhe had the mortification of ſeeing. 
that ſhe was not overlooked by others with the 


| fame indifference ; her ear caught the whiſper - 
circulating among the men—beautiful! who is 


| ſhe? do you know her?—and- though her ac- 


quaintance with Lady Felicia was of too much 


conſequence to her vanity to be diſregarded in 


* * deſired her brother to inquire for the 
. c S carriage, 
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carriage, and with a mind corroded by envy and 
ill will againſt Matilda for celipſing. her, returned 
home and complained to her mother, “ that 
ſince Lady Felicia had undertaken to bring that 


little upſtart into jaſhion, all the men were turn. 
N Pe 21 
Their folly however extended no farther than 
the paſſing admiration of the moment, excited 
by beauty, joined with novelty; for ſince the 
ſe& of the Apathiſts has taken the lead amongſt 
the philofophers of the faſhionable world, its diſ- 
ciples are become fo numerous and devout that 
it would be ridiculous to infringe its precepts by 
diſcovering any warmth of feeling or avowing 
any paſſionate admiration—fine faces, like fine 
pictures, are locked at, approved, and f forgotten, | 
though like them they afford a tranſient amuſe- 
ment, and ſerve to ornament a publio room. 


Matilda, till believing the report, which, 
; EM the firſt heard it, had ſo forcibly ſtruck her, 
of Beachwood's engagement to Lady Felicia, 
was convinced that ſhe ought to rejoice in the 
_ prudence which, whether exerted for her ſake or 
his own, had induced him to leave London. In 
the early part of their acquaintance, while yet a 
ſtranger to the extent of her own partiality, ſhe 
would have declared her opinion of him as frank- 
Iy as of his father or Mr. Darwick z but from 
that momen. his name had never panel her lips. 
N 8 8 forbearanoe indeed was not difficult to 
| IS 8 . pradtifs 
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pee, ſince it could only be exerted with the 
common viſitors of the family. By the Darwicks 


her ſentiments were conſidered as of too little 


conſequence to be worth enquiring, nor by them 
was ſhe ever encouraged to any thing like the 
unreſerved converſation of friends; ſhe had ne- 
ver ſeen Lady Felicia ſince that time, and the 
people with whom ſhe had lately reſided were 


utter ſtrangers to him; her Ladyſhip at preſent 


diſcovered as little inclination for the ſubjeQ as 
herſelf, and though upon all other topics they 
converſed with the moſt cordial confidence, ſeem- 


ed by mutual conſent to avoid any mention of 


him. 8 


We This conduct of f Lady F Felicia originated in a 


| Wiſe regard for the happineſs of her young friend; 
with ker Beachwood had made no ſecret of his 


admiration of Matilda, from their firſt meeting, : 


and had he been at liberty to conſult only his own 


choice, the would have delig hted to encourage a 


mutual partiality; the time they had ſpent toge- 
ther in the autumn, at Weſt-Lodge, had con- 


firmed her opinion, but her knowledge of the 


Beachwood's convinced her that if it ever became 


a ſettled attachment, the certain conſequence 


would be mutual unhappineſs and diſappoint- 
ment: ſhe would therefore have avoided any oc- 


caſions of bringing them together, by giving no 


invitation 'to Matilda when Beachwood was ex- 


ak "und while ſhe remained with the Dar- 


SER, wWicks 
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wicks there could. have been no poſſibility of of. 
fering her an apartment in Arlington-Street even 
for a week, without giving them offence, and 
perhaps meeting a refuſal; from them ſhe had 
vainly endeavoured to learn the place of her late 
abode: all enquiries upon that ſubject were ſo 
conſtantly evaded that good breeding forbade the 
' repetition. In this ſtate of uncertainty and con- 
_ cern, reſpecting the fate of a young woman, for 
whom the. felt herſelf intereſted from their firſt 
meeting, ſhe had accidentally obſerved her at the 
play, and it was at her requeſt that Major Perſ- 
field had remained there to diſcover with whom 
| ſhe now lived. The firſt conſequence of this 
intelligence. was a reſolution to call upon her and 
judge herſelf of her ſituation ; and when ſhe ſaw 


her ſo amiable, and ſo ill aſſociated, | receiving 


with ſo mueh ſenſibility. this mark of attention, 
yet ſo unfeelingly difcarded by thoſe who ought to 
have protected her, there was: no deliberation 
neceſſary to decide upon the moſt eligible plan. 
Lady Felicia, tho? at the age of eight and twenty, 
and always eſteemed very pretty, was ſuperior to 
; the mean rivalry which wopld have deterred ma- 
ny women from taking a companion ſo much 


younger and handſomer than themſelves, on the | 


contrary ſhe was pleaſed with. the admiration be- 
ſtowed upon her friend, and while ſhe Joſt no 


. 5 . opportunity of improving by her converſation 
and inſtructions, every talent and advantage ſhe 


Poſseſſed, 
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poſſeſſed, always ſpoke of ker to others in terms 


of the moſt partial praiſe. Many of her rank 
would have thought themſelves degraded by ſe- 


lecting as a friend a young woman who was de- 
pendent upon the bounty of others, and who had 
deen the companion of a citizen's wife. But 


the liberal mind of Lady Felicia, difdained ſuch 


narrow prejudices when they militated againſt 
any exertion of benevolence. She had learned 
from the Darwicks, that the family of Fitz-Au- 
bin, though not noble was refpeCQtable ; and ſhe 
ſaw in its orphan deſcendant a mind fraught with 


every virtue congenial to her own. Her ſtay in 


Arlington - Street would not have been more be- 
neficial to Matilda than gratifying to herſelf, who 


found in her ſociety a degree of happineſs which 
more faſhionable friendſhip had promiſed in vain; 


one objection only aroſe—the intimacy of Beach- 


wood in their family, and a remote ſuſpicion that 


this might in ſome meaſure have influenced her 


refuſal, prevented Lady Felicia from again at- 
tempting to overcome it, and while ſhe ſecretly 


applauded her prudence, a delicate regard for her 
future peace ſunk all conſiderations of her own 
gratification, and induced her to avoid any con- 
verſation that might tend to nouriſh a hope ſo 


certainly fallacious. They were not likely to ſee 


Beachwood again very ſoon, and ſince of him it 
was impoſſible to ſpeak without praiſe, the moſt 
prudent plan was upon that ſubje& to be uni- 
tormly hilent, 


Lord 
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Tad Melroſs had returned an immediate 40 
ſwer to his ſiſter's letter, ineloſing one from his 
lady to Matilda, who had fixed to leave · London 
the day before that on which the duke's family 
were to ſet off for Devonſhire; and the "ih 
of K——, who was going to Scarborough, con- 

ſented, at the requeſt of her niece, that ſhe 
ſhould oecupy the vacant place in her coach as 
far as Vork. As this lady ſtill retained the ſame 
blunt manner ſhe had difplayed at Weſt-Lodge, 
the honor of travelling with her was no great 
addition to the pleaſure ef the journey; Few 
nately however, her grace who was a great po- 
litician, was intent upon a new miniſterial pam- 
phlet, which obliged her two women to preſerve 
2 reſpectful ſilence, and Matilda was left to her 
_ own reſlections. 


At the hatel of Vork, ſhe Gn a 1 of 
Lord Melroſs in waiting, who had engaged a 


| Poſt-chaiſe, in which, early in the following 
morning ſhe ſat out alone, attended by the ſervant 


on horſehack, and towards the evening of the 
third day, arrived at Rathſtock caſtle. 


CHAP. 


HAP. XIV. 


Low Wiltam Mornay, the ſecond ſon of 
the Duke of G——, had married Lady Helen 

St. Clair, only daughter and heireſs of the Earl 
of Melroſs, and a counteſs in her own right; the 
rank and immenſe fortune of the lady had induced 
the duke to negociate the match, and his intereſt 
had procured the title and family honours for his 
When, in addition to the obvious, advantages 
of ſuch a connexion, Lord William beheld in his 
deſtined bride, charms which would have com- 
manded his adoration, had the poſſeſſor been por- 
tionleſs, he gladly fulfilled an engagement, that 
promiſed to enſure the happineſs of his future 
life; but as all human calculations are liable to 
error, he was not long in diſcovering that theſe 
expectations were ſomewhat too ſanguine. Lady 
Melroſs, born a beauty and an heireſs, had been 
_ accuſtomed from her cradle to the moſt unlimited 
indulgence. The was naturally one of thoſe mid- 
dle 
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dle characters who, unleſs thrown into ſGeuativn 
that call for ſome part cular exertion, would pk, 
through life without being diſtinguiſhed by any 
ſuperior qualities, or remarkable for the want « 
them ; but inceſſant and boundleſs flattery ha 
given a degree of haughtineſs to her temper, 
which, from never being controted, aroſe upon 
the ſlighteſt oppoſition, to the moſt furious vio- 
lence. The conduct of Lord Melroſs, however, 
| ſeldom furniſhed occaſion for the diſplay of thoſe 
propenſities in his lady. To him her wiſhes were 
a law, and in compliance with herindlination, he 
had paſſed the firſt ſix years after his marriage in 
London, which they quitted only to viſit ſome of 
the public watering places for a few months in 


the ſummer. The pecuniary embaraſſments en- 


ſuing from a ſyſtem of boundleſs extravagance 
and diſſipation, were not the only bad conſe- 

quences of the gay connexions Lady Melroſs had 
formed in the metropolis : ſhe became indifferent 
to her lord and her children; the ſameneſs of do- 

meſtic pleaſures wearicd and diſguſted her, and 
| the knew no happineſs but in a circle of profli- 
gate men and women, as gay and as thoughtleſs 
as herſelf, amongſt whom The was at once an ob- 
ject of admiration andenvy. Prudence, or ta- 
ther neceſſity, compelled Lord Melroſs to alter 
his ſtyle of living, and for the firſt time he warmly. 
Ri oppoſed her pleaſure, and inſiſted upon. retiring 
for a few years to ſome of their eſtates in the 
north. Finding chat neither anger nor ſ ullenneſs 
would 
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would avail, her ladyſhip's next project was a 
houſe at Edinburgh for the winter. This ſcheme 
met no better ſucceſs than the plan of remaining 
in London; Lord Melroſs was as much inte- 
reſted on his own account as on her's, to avoid 
all opportunities of playing high.—Diſappointed 
in the conduct of his lady, and finding no ſociety 
at home, he had recourſe to the gaming table, and 
| though he returned from thoſe parties generally 
unſucceſsful and always diſſa tisfied, it was become 
a habit too ſtrong to be reſiſted, and unconquer- 
able by any other means, except the impoſſibility 


in Perthſhire, and Rathſtock, which was more re- 


Wo evade as much as poſſible the purpoſe of ker 
; hoſpitable ſtyle of living, and his lady, whoſe 
Wuddenly forgotten, generally enjoyed the ſatis- 


er former friends, with whom ſhe paſſed whole 
nights at the card table. 


Matilda was received at the caſtle ak erery 


Naa of reſpect and politeneſs, and introduced 
18 her pupil, a pretty little girl about ſeven years 
9 d. The method the propoſed following in her 


ucation, was ſo fcrtunate as to be Crone by 


ern. D ſigned 


© of gratification. They had divided the two laſt 
A years between Melroſs-Houſe, a ſeat of her own 


note from the capital; but her ladyſhip, though 
Wcbliged to bury herſelf in the country, contrived 


eile. Lord Melroſs ſtill kept up a grand and 


beauty and gaiety had been too conſpicuous to be 


Faction of having her houſe filled with parties of 


le parents, and after the firſt day, having con- 
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- ſigned her wholly to her care, Lady Melroſs con. 
"cerned herſelf no farther with any inquiry or il. 
ſpection into her daughter's i improvement. 


The preſent ſituation of Matilda was much 
pleaſanter than any ſhe had known ſince ſhe ſeſ 
Mrs. Harrowby. By the Datwick's ſhe had been 
not mereſy neglected, but inſulted with the cor. 
tinual reproach of her obligations to them; 
with Lady Firkin ſhe was ſhocked by the groſ. 
eft vulgarity, and ſcarcely allowed to have a 
hour of her time at her own diſpoſal ; at preſent 
ſhe was neither treated with rude indifference no 
teazed with ill judged civilities: a large room, 
Which was called Lady Selina's dreſſing- ron, 
contigucus to her own apartment, was appropri» 
ated to her uſe, and there ſhe paſſed her time with 
"her pupil till the evening, when they went into 
"we. drawing- rom. After Selina retired, Miß 
Fitz-Aubin remained with the company, when 
ſhe received the ſame attention that would hai 


been paid to any other viſitor or relation of Lag 
_ Melrofs. eg 


Matilda, he had EAVES ſeen only the cul i 
tlvated landſcapes of Kent and Hertfordſhir, 
95 Was enraptured with the ſublime and piEtureſqu 

ſcenery of Rathſtock. The manſion, which 
every where bore witneſs to the ſplendor of its at- 

- 2. "01ent inhabitants, was ſituated in a ſpacious pat 
and the heavy and gloomy ſtyle of its archite 
e tüte, was need by an air of grandeur an 

: magnif⸗ 


* 
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nificence, forming a. ſtriking contraſt to the 
trimneſs of Spring-Hall, and the villa's ſhe had 
ſeen in the South. The park was bounded on 
one ſide by an extenſive foreſt of fir, Scatch oak, 
and other indigenous trees, whoſe deep and tan- 
gled mazes inter wixed with ſteep crags were the 
ſolitary haunt of the eagle and ger-falcon- On 
the other ſide was a beautiful lake of ſeveral miles 
| extent, beyond which were ſeen only the high 
hills by which all the proſpects from the caſtle 
were bounded. It was now the middle of June, 
aud Matilda in rambling with her pupil amidſt 
| thoſe enchanting ſcenes, felt all that animated 
devotion which, on contemplating the works of 
the beneficent Creator, ariſes as the gratetul. 1 in- 
eenſe of an uncorrupted ſoul. 


Selina was amiable and docile, and 16 EN: 
tion was-not more a duty than a pleaſure to Ma- 
tilda. The two other children, boys of three 
and four years. old, though not placed under her 

care, ſoon became extremely fond of her, and 
whenever they could eſcape from their attendants 
nun into the dreſſing-room, where Lord Melroſs 
| himſelf frequently paſſed an hour in playing with 
dem, or hearing Selina repeat her leſſons before 
the company aſſembled at breakfaſt. | 
Lady Melroſs and her party, who were ſeldom 
| Viſible before two o'clock, between loitering, 
riding, dreſſing, or billiards, contrived to trifſe 
away the remainder of their morning, which was 


'D2 protracted 
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WIS VT till fix, „A dinner began the buſi- 


neſs of the day, the cards were introduced, and 


except by the few who at intervals were diſen- 
gaged, all converſation was limited to the j Jargon 
of a gaming table. | 


From theſe parties Matilda generally withdrew 
| to walk with Selina in the park, where they were 


frequently joined by Lord Melroſs, who of late 
had abſented himſelf from the drawing- room, 


whenever he could with propriety accompany 


his daughter and her governefs. As he had al. 
ways been particularly fond of his children, this 
conduct was no way remarkable, and Matilda 
was pleaſed with the notice and converſation of 
a man, who with all the advantages of under- 
ſtanding and liberal education, naturally og 


a large portion of taſte and diſcernment. 


Two months had paſſed i in this manner, with- 
out any incident, except the receipt of ſome let- 
ters from Lady Felicia, who in one of them men- 
tioned a report that Miſs Darwick was addreſſed 
by a foreigner of diſtinction, but ſaid not a word 
of Beachwood. Selina continued by her affec- 


tion, as well as improvement, to repay the atten- 


tion of her inſtructreſs, who in her anſwers had 
given the moſt favorable account of her own 
ſituation, and with that lively gratitude which 


was inherent in her diſpoſition, thought ſnie could 


never be ſuſſiciently thankful to heaven and Lady 
Felicia for her preſent happineſs; ſometimes in- 


deed ho fancied that Lord 18 8 8 when they 


were 
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were alone, paid her rather more attention than 
was abſolutely neceſſary, and that he ſought her 
ſociety. was very evident. In her early walks 


with Selina before the heat of the day, they uſual- 


ly met him, and while the child played or ran 


before them, he delighted to point out to her 
obſervation the moſt beautiful views from his 
grounds, or in converſing with, her to draw out 
her ſentunents,. while he at once entertained and 


informed her, by communicating his o,. n. Had 
| ſhe been. addicted to that weak vanity, which is 


| ever ready to conſtrue politeneſs 1 into poſitive ad- 
miration, this conduct in a married man might 


have led to ſome alarming conjectures; but per- 


fectly innocent and unſuſpicious, his Lordſhip's 
attention rather flattered than diſtreſſed her, He 


alone recalled to her remembrance the manners 


and converſation of Beachwood, and though of 
tim ſhe determined to think no more, there was 
ſtill ſomething in that reſemblance which Feen 


larly intereſted: and pleaſed her. 


One evening when Selina preferred remaining 
ia the drawing-room, Matilda went out to walk 
alone; ſhe took a path which led towards the 
lake, and wandering for ſome time along its 
banks, fat down to admire the proſpect before 


her, which formed a kind of amphitheatre; a 


ſtupendous hill on one ſide, was crowned with a 


wood of lofty. pines, whoſe tops, from the ine- 
quality of the ground, gradually aſcending, ſeem- 


LY to loſe theix ſummit 1 in the clouds. On the 
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oppoſite border of the lake was a large ben | 


of oak and fir, intermixed with the long and 


beautiful branches of the weeping birch, Which 
hung drooping over the water, and above them 
roſe a ridge of ſteep rocks, of a dark grey ſtone, 


in ſome places overgrown with ſhrubs; and in 
others enſivened by patches of turf, All was 


grand, ſolitary and wild, nothing appeared that 


bore the marks of culture, or indicated the vici- 


- nity of human inhabitants, except that from a 


break between the hills the antique towers of 
Rathſtock were ſeen in the diſtance. It was the 
latter end of Auguft, and the leaves upon a few 
of the trees had already exchanged the verdure 


of ſummer for that faded tint which is the fore- 


runner of their decay. The purple heath of the 


ſurrounding mountains was contraſted by the 


- glowing bloſſoms of the furze, and the rude maſſes 
of broken flone, amongſt which ſhe ſat, were 
every where interſperſed with fern and wild flow- 
ers. The evening was calm and ſerene, and the 
univerſal ſtillneſs was interrupted only. by the 


7 noiſe of the large flocks of water fowl that in- 
habit the Jake, attracted by the plant Olcrina, 
which grows in its waters, 'T his ſublime ſcenery 


brought to her remembrance thoſe lines cf Pe- 
trarch, which deſcribe a ſimilar ee 


« Qui non palazzi, nen teatro o lcggia | 

Ma 'n ler vece un' abete, un faggio, un pino 
1. Tra Perba verde e bel monte vicino 
Levan di terra al cic} neſt r intellette.“ 


28 Wh ths | 1 0 ; Res 
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Recollecting that ſhe had a volume of his 
. works in her pocket, ſhe took it out, and hap- 
pened to open it at the ſonnet beginaing with 
Quanta invidia, &c. There was a ſoothing ſo- 
[emoity, ia the ſubject that ſeemed in uniſon with 
her own feelings, and ſecure from all fear of ob- 
ſervation, ſhe wrote with her pencil upon the 
cover of a letter the following looſe tranſlation, | 
or rather imitation of it: 


Ah! bleſt the earth which hides the angel frame 
- + Theſe weeping eyes (hall now behcid ab more, 
| That ſainted object of my conſtan it flame, | 
Nex time, nor chance can to my mind reſtore, 
From this vain world 1 turn my hl wed lighs 
To heaven, which called her rom my taithiul love, 
Ja early youth bude her pure ſoul ariie, 
Mature in virtue, t6 the realms above, 
Ah bleſt! the ſpirits of the good and juſt, 
| Who ſee her now releaſed fromm pain and care, 
While 1, Waben o*cr the ſacred Guſt 


Which once was Laura, pour the kruitleſs tear, | | 
And call on ahh who ſnatched her hence ſo ſoon, 
And chide his long dclay that dooms rac yet to mourn. 


| the had juft finiſhed, when 3 ruſtling amongſt 
the leaves annunced ſome intruſion, and the next 
moment Lord Melroſs was at her fide—the path 
he had taken, winding behind the hill under 
which the fat, had prevented her ſeeing him as 
he approached, when haſtily ſlipping. the paper oy 
into her pocket, the roſe to meet hum.”--- 
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I ſhall fancy myſelf a very troubleſome in- 
truder > ha he) if you ſuffer my coming to dif- 
th | turb 
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eu you; but this ſpot is fo delightful, that [ 


hope you will allow me part of the ſeat ond have 
To well choſen.” 


The view from this EO (contired he) 
was always a favourite one with me, and I am 
 gratified'by finding that you accord in my admi- 
ration of it—would to heaven I could inſpire 
Lady Melroſs with the ſame taſte, but the is ſur- 

[rounded by people who have infatuated her with 

their folly. No effort of mine, except an ex- 
. ertion of abſolute authority, can ever break the 
connexion, and the conſequence of ſuch a mea- 
| ſure would be an open quarrel with my wife.” 


Matilda, extremely ſurpriſed at this ſpeech, 
ſcarcely knew what to reply—ſhe anſwered: how- 
ever with ſome heſitation, ©: Many: people ere 
not partial to the country, and when that is the 
. Caſe, a remote ſituation like this would be inſup- 
portable, without ſome variety of amuſements, 
Your Lordſhip muſt conſider the difference be- 
_ tween enjoying a very moderate ſhare in the gaie- 
ties of London, and being wholly, domeſticated. 
i e unvarying ſecluſion of Rathſtock.” 


A Vet 5 0 (eried he) though accuſtomed to 
London, can can ſupport this retirement without 
the amuſements, which are the ſole reſource 5 
the party I have jab ante: 


&« Beeauſe, my ſituation has never 8 me 
to join in, them; and if I even wiſhed it, there 
41 would 
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would be an evident! impropriety in my indulging 
any ſuch propenſity, ib 


4 Notvichſtanding the ſanction of dane 
returned he) I am of opinion that ſuch methods 
of paſſing time would be a much leſs impropriety 


in you, or any other unconnected young woman, 


than in ſome who are at this moment engaged 


in thema wite—the mother of a family Cha- 
rafters ſo ſacred—which hereafter it may be your 


lot to adorn” —adding, with a deep ſigh, May 
you never be perverted by their example 1 


Matilda, wiſhing to drop the ſubject, com- | 


| plained that the air felt cold, and leaving his 
Lordſhip apparently muſing,. took the neareſt 
path to the caſtle. 


She had proceeded more than half way when 


he overtook her, bringing with him the book 
which, when ſhe aroſe at his firſt appearance, had: - 
fallen to the ground unobſerved. “ Here is the 
companion of your walk, Miſs Fitz-Aubin (ſaid 


he) but are you fond of meditating upon ſubjeCts 
ſo fad as thoſe of the tender and melancholy Pe- 
trarch.“ 


«1 have generally a much pleaſanter com pa- 
nion in Lady Selina (ſhe replied) but Petrarch 
has not made me melancholy. M 5 


* Becauſe you have never felt the ſorrow he 
ſo tel 5 he was certainly 
more 
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more unfortunate before the death of his miſireß 
than afterwards. Judging from my own feelings, 
* T think there would be leſs agony in weeping 
over the grave of the woman I had adored, than 
to behold her the living EY of another, 
and know that ſhe Was unhappy. 1 


Matilda, difapproving the manner of this con- 
verſation, quickened her pace, and they ſoon 
reached the houſe. Lord Melroſs, inſtead of 
entering it, turned back into the park; and find. 

ing all the company in the drawing- room, deeply 
engaged, ſhe went to ber own apartment till 
ſupper. 5 \ 

His Lordſhip had not been es in reſpect, 
nor had he ſaid any thing abſolutely i improper; 

ä yet there was a degree of vehemence in his man- 
ner of addrefling her, ſuch as ſhe had never be- 
fore remarked, which had embarraſſed and diſ- 
pleaſed her. It was the frft time he had ever 
met her unaccompanied by Selina, and 1200 re- 
ys it ONE be the laſt, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


* 


Ta HE | next morning, inſtead of rolling wich 
her pupil in their uſual walks, ſhe went out on 
the other ſide of the houſe, and croſſing a moor 


was returning by a public road, when their at- 0 
tention was excited by a Horſeman, approaching Fu 


at full ſpeed; he flackened his pace as he Came 


up to them, and Matilda, with infinite furplile, 
recogniſed Major Persfield. 


He expreſſed his pleaſure at this unexpected 
meeting, and inſtantly alighting, gave his horſe 


to his ſervant, and joined them. For once 
F {cried he) prudence has been the road to good 


fortune; 1 had very ſoberly reſolved firſt to pur- | 
fue buſineſs and then pleaſure, and when I bad 
diſpatched the affair that brought me here, to 


have afterwards paid my reſpects to Miſs Fitz- 
Aubin; as a reward for this ſelf denial the bt 
Mend I meet is yourſelf; while poor Beachwood, 

whoſe 
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_ whoſe impatience urged him to take a ſhorter ent 
through the foreſt, when he reaches the caſtle 
| will find that the divinity is flown.” 


'for heaven's ſake what is the meaning of all 


While I, though I know you an enchantreſs, yet 


in love.“ 
(interr upted Matilda) has Lady * 
unneceſſary, ſince the purport of it is nothing 


leſs than to obtain your vohſent, and 3 
you himſelf.“ 


off a little hyſteric, or a few natural and becom- 
ing ſymptoms of the horror you feel at the men- 


8e Beachwood at Ratbſtock ! (oried Matilda) 


this?? 


08 The meaning is, that he wool not delay 
for a moment the expeCation of ſeeing you— 


being a ci: old fellow, and not fo abſolutely 


„ Wherefore mould! he wiſh to ſee me at all 


—is he then married ? * 


„ No—for then this j journey would = been 


Marry me? bete Matilda) impoſſible! 
— No, ſir, never, never, will I hear of ſuch a | 
propoſal. * = 
. very terrible one, is «it not? (aid Major 
Persfield, looking archly) cannot you now play 


tion of ſuch an aborninable deſign.“ 


This raillery was loſt üpon Matilda; ſhe Send 5 


paler than ever, and trembled ſo violently, that 
| „„ - finding 


finding it impoſſible to proceed farther, ſhe ſat 


down upon the ng turf which bordered the 
road, 

Major Perfield, who believed her ging, 
was now ſeriouſly concerned. My dear girl 
{cried he) forgive my inconſiderate folly—!I ſhall 
deteſt myſelf if I have hurt or alarmed you—but 
certain of Beachwood's honorable intentions, 
and equally aſſured that he is not indifferent to 
you, I fancied your apparent diſapprobation was 
only a little coquettiſh artifice, that might have 
ſuited well enough with art Darwick, but would 
be utterly unworthy of you.” 


4 Surely (cried Matilda) you a are not ſerious 
it is impoſſible that Mr. Beachwood but what- 


ever folly you may ſuſpect in me, you wy 


have not given him reaſon to. ſuppoſe ——* 


1 know what you would ſay cs 


he) but though I tell you my opinion, the plea- 


ſure of telling it him is reſerved for yourſelf, and 


I am ſure you are ſuperior to the affectation of 
triſling with him, or attempting to conceal ſen- 
timents that are no leſs due to his character than 
honorable to your own.” 


. My ſentiments are of no o conſequence (an- 


ſwered ſhe faintly) for you are not ignorant of his 


engagement to Lady Felicia Mornay.“ 


3 E 
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. kin that ſuch a report has been circu. 
lated, amongſt other current falſchoods of the 
day—and I remember (added he, looking very 
ſignificantly) that it was once-mentioned at Mr. 
Darwick's table; but as it is evident they were 
ſoon undeceived, I could not pee vou ſtill 

continued to believe it.“ 


Selina, who undeltöcc e of this con- 
e now running up to them, aſked if they 
ſhould not return home, as in Mat place there 
was no ſhade from the heat of the ſun, 


ok hey were near a gate = the park which 
opened into the road, and Matilda accepting the 
arm of Major Persfield, walked towards it; when 
they reached the entrance he mounted his horſe 
and wiſhed her good morning, faying that he 
would call upon Lord Melroſs in the courſe of 
the day. 


2:4 hs ſoon as they got t Wihin the park, Matilda, 
whoſe ſenſes ſeemed bewildered by the ſudden- 

neſs and ſtrangeneſs of the intelligence ſhe had 
Juſt heard; unwilling to meet Beachwood till her 


agitation was ſomewhat ſubſided, ſat down at the 


foot of a tree, which being in a ſequeſtered part 
of the grounds, the was not likely to be ſeen or 


Interrupted till ſhe had recovered compoſure to 


enter the heuſe.—That Beachwood ſhould be at 


Rathſtock, and haſtened thither by the kope of 


"Rain bher—that he Was bound by no tie to Lady 


Fe Reis . | 


ch 
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Felicia and came to offer her his hand, were 


circumſtances ſo wonderful, — ſo incredible ! that 


ſhe could ſcarely perſuade herſelf of their reality, 
and almoſt doubted the evidence of her own 
ſenſes finding that all attempts to think calmly 
upon the ſubject rather confuſed than tranqui- 
lized her mind, ſhe roſe, and was purſuing the 
path to the houſe, when juſt as they came in ſight 
of it, they were met by Lord Melroſs and his 
newly- arrived gueſt, . 


« Mifs Fi Aubin (aid the former) as I find 
that Mr. Beachwood has already the honor of 
being known to you, I need not introduce him; 
but if you are diſpoſed to continue your walk, he 
will be happy to attend you.” He then took his 
daughter by the hand, and returning to 155 
N houſe, left them together. ; 


a Matilda, though prepared to ſee him, on their 
meeting had changed colour, and felt ſo greatly 


agitated that ſhe could ſcarcely reply to his firſt 
compliments and enquiries. He requeſted that 


| the would allow him half an hour of her time, 


and being already appriſed of the ſubject upon 


Which he was about to addreſs her, ſcrved only 
to increaſe her emotion. As they were in view 
of a ſeat which was at the entrance of the plan- 


tations, Matilda led the way to it, and Beach- 


wood Soong himſelf beſide her, declared the 
mingled ſenſations of anxiet y and paſſion, which 


E 2 had 


„ 


5 offend you. 
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had impelled him to viſit Rathſtock, and to re. 
queſt this interview—he concluded however by 
con feſſing that his father was unacquainted with 
the real motive of his; journey, ſince it was not 
probable that he would give his ſanction to the 
. meaſure, while he ſuppoſed it was in the power 
of his diſapprobation to ſuſpend or prevent it. 


„ You ſee then (continued he) to what I am 
reduced, either to renounce all my hopes of hap- 
pineſs, or to hazard a propoſal which will juſtly 
Vet, generous and condeſcending 

as you are, you will impute to the peculiar exi- 
gency of my ſituation, and not to any failure of 
reſpe& or delicacy, a plan which it pains me to 
_ Propoſe, yet which is the only one that the pre- 


ſent circumſtances enable me to offer. My friends 


are continally preſſing me to marry—my mother, 

anxious for my happineſs, though miſtaking the 
means of promoting it, has ſet her heart upon 
- Miſs Darwick, and expatiates at large upon her 
_ immenſe fortune and perfections. I have been 


ſo wearied with this ſubjeQ, that without enter- | 
ing into the merits of the lady, I content myſclf 


with telling them ſhe is the laſt woman upon 


85 earth I ſhould ever ſele& for a wife, While my 


father, by way of alternative, propoſes the niece 
of Lord B, a beautiful girl without a ſhil- 


ling, but whoſe connexions are in the very firlt 


line ; her relations have kindly undertaken to eſ- 


tabliſh her, without the trouble of conſulting | 


| her 
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her inclinations; and her uncle and my father, 
who are old friends, ſeemed very well diſpoſed 
to negociate the buſineſs, if I had not ſignified 
to the latter that I could never accede to it. 
They ate ſo devoted to thoſe two ſchemes, that 
| cannot expect their concurrence in any meaſure 
that would counteract them; but if the compli- 
ance they wiſh were no longer in my power, it 
would put an end to all farther perſccution ; 
though ſo long as it appears poſſible to carry the 
point, they will never voluntary defeat their fa- 


my own way.” 


Matilda, from the firſt i intimation that Leſlie” 5 


propoſal was unauthorized by his father, ſteadily 
reſolved to reject it. She well knew that with 


Mr. Beach wood ſhe had never been a favorite; 
for, totally deſtitute of fortune or conſequence, 


his prudence had been alarmed for his ſon ; and 


it was not probable that he who had Gee her 


upon the. bare apprehenſion of ſuch an attach- | 


ment, would be reconciled by conduct that rea- 
lized his ſuſpicions, and while ſhe could not ſup- 
port the idea, that for her Beachwood ſhould re- 


nounee the proſpeQts to which he was born, and 


incur the indignation of his father, her pride re- 


volted from an alliance with a family ho perhaps 
might refuſe to acknowledge, but moft certainly 


i would diſdain her. 


Conſcious 


vorite projects, by kenkins to make me happy 
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Conſcious that ſhe was right, neither the ten- 

derneſs nor the vehemence of Beachwood's ar- 
guments had power to convince her reaſon, 
though they affected her heart; and without wa- 
vering from the firmneſs with which ſhe had at 
firſt oppoſed, ſhe wept the fatal neceſſity of re- 
jecting them—ſhe ſtill perſevered in urging the 


> _ 1aſuperable objections all his pleadings vainly at- 


tempted to remove, till exhauſted by the internal 

conflict of her own mind, ſhe was no longer 
able to ſupport a converſation, which was a con- 
tinued ſtruggle of principle and uy, againſt 
inclination and love. 


Beachwood attended her to the houſe, when hav- 
ing obtained her promiſe to ſee him again in the 
evening, and not ſeeling diſpoſed to join the party 
within, he returned into the park, and till dinner 
remained there alone, reflecting upon the con- 
ference that had juſt paſſed, and indulging by 
turns the various emotions of hope, admiration 
and deſpair. 
Matilda paſſed the intervening hours in endea- 
vouring to acquire fortitude againſt the promiſed 
interview, which ſhe determined ſhould be final; 
for ſoftened by the ardent and diſintereſted affec- 
tion to which he was willing to ſacrifice the 
ſplendid ſchemes of his family, ſhe doubted whe- 
ther her firmneſs might be proof againſt repeated 


-  ſupplication, ſo Powe aided by er own par 


| tialit y. 
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Soon after the ladies left the dinner table, 
Beachwood ſent up a requeſt to be allowed to 
attend her in the dreſſing room, and Matilda, - 
difmiſſing Selina to the company, he was imme- 
diately admitted, | 


cc May I preſume to hope (cried he) that he” 
candour of Mifs Fitz-Aubin will conſider with 
leſs indignation the propoſal-I this morning ven- 
tured to mention, and that knowing the unfor- 
tunate circumſtances that ſuggeſted i, the will 
generouſly ſoften her decree,” 


# « To acquieſce i in it, fir, while thoſe circum- 
ſtances .remain- unaltered would be the moſt un- 

_ juſtifiable temerity.— I have perhaps too incau- 
tiouſſy acknowledged my ſenſe of your merit and 
favorable opinion ; but having ſhewn you-the 
weakneſs of my mind, let me now exert its 
ſtrength, which can alone prevent the remem- 
brance of that confeſſion from being for ever 
. humiliating and painful. You: yourſelf believe 
that the reſolution. of your friends is e - 
and though you ſhould. perſiſt in oppoſing it, 
your repugnance may irritate: them, but can ne- 
ver obviate their objections to what they would 
deem a diſgraceful connexion. Neither time nor 
accident can ſo materially alter my ſituation 8 to 
remove thoſe obſtacles without relations or ex- 
pectances of any kind, alike deſtitute of fortune 
25 and Family, it were madneſs to ſeppoſe they will 
1 ever 
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ever receive me as the ſubſtitute for thoſe whom 
their own wiſhes have ſelected, and who, ex. 


eluſive of the affluence they ſo highly prize, poſ. 
ſeſs advantages to which I have no pretenſions,” 


„ They poſſeſs no advantages but, wealth, 
which I do not want, which without you were 
valueleſs, and ſo obtained would be deſpicable, 
None of the women whom the officiouſneſs of 

their friends or my own have pointed out for me, 
excel you in any thing but their riches, or the 
| happineſs of being born to the ideal honor of a 
title—the blindeft prejudice alone could put them 
in competition; in what reſpe& then can you 
conſider them as your ſuperiors.” 


In every thing—and ſuch will be the opi- 
: nion of the world - in rank, in.accompliſhments.” 


e Tf I fought only a ſinger or a dancer (inter- 
rupted Beachwood) I might take a wife from the 
theatre, and perhaps make as valuable an acqui- 
ſition as in chooſing ſome of our modern fine 

ladies, who are all trained to be profeſſed patterns 

of accompliſhments, and to conſider amuſement 
as the firſt buſineſs of life the lady whom I have 
now the honor of addreſſing is of an order ſo 
ſuperior, that I do not hazard her diſpleaſure by 
confeſſing that I have ſeen many women more 
perfectly beautiful, and many more compleatly 
taught; but never have I known a character ſo 
conſonant to my ideas of perfection—never any 

| | excellence 
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excellence which my ſoul ſo fondly Win as 


your own 125 


For a moment all was ecſtacy land Matilda, 
rapidly painting in her imagination the happineſs 


which this declaration offered her, almoſt forgot 


her reſolution of rejecting it—ſhe recovered for- 
| titude however ſufficient to ſay in a tone of firm- 

neſs, “It is in vain, Mr. Beachwood, that you 
urge me to a ſtep to which I will never conſent, 
and which, however you may at preſent conſider 
it as eſſential for your happineſs, would be pro- 
ductive only of regret, and muſt ultimately for- 
. feit your good opinion,” 


J well knew (cried be, reprodekfally) how 
arduous would be the taſk of obtaining your con- 
ſent to a plan ſo repugnant to your natural deli- 


cacy but the firmneſs of your refuſal leads me 


to fear, that there are other grounds for this de- 


termined reſiſtance, and that I have not only 


delicacy and prudence, but coldneſs and indiffer- 
ence, to combat.” | 


«The affeQtion Wu are ſo ready to o doubt (he 
replied) i is the principal ſource of my oppoſition; A 


were I more indifferent I might feel leſs horror at 
he idea of involving you in family diſcord, which 
pee muſt ſooner or later be the certain harbinger of 


repentance, and though I know you too generous 


to make me the partner of your unhappineſs, yet 


the certainty that it exiſted would imbitter my 


Ly: whole 
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whole life, and the conſciouſneſs of having cauſed 


: 15 DOS heavy upon my mind in death, ” 


«© With reſpe& to my family (cried Beach. 
500 you conſider the point too deeply. My 


mother, though ſhe would be vexed at the diſap- 


pointment, is of a temper too gay and too vola- 


tile to be ſeriouſly hurt by it; and my father, 
who has always treated me with the indulgence 
of a friend rather than the authority of a parent, 
though leſs eaſily diverted from his purpoſe, is 
liberal minded and open to conviction, and when 
he awes to you the happineſs of his ſon, would 


TE his error in having formerly oppoſed 
To the violent intimacy which has of late 


0 place with the Darwicks, he owes many 


of the opinions which are the grounds of his ob- 


jection. Thoſe people, whoſe motives are wor- 


thy of themſelves, have not ſerupled firſt to op- 
preſs and then to defame, and what is moſt ſtrange, 
have given to their artifices ſuch a plauſible ap- 


pearance of difintereſted truth, that they have | 
had the addreſs to miſlead underſtandings far ſu- 
perior to their on- but thoſe prejudices would 


be eaſily diſperſed, if you would once allow me 


the right of introdueing you to my family—at 
_ preſent no arguments of mine will make any 


.4mpreſſion, for they know not the virtues of 
Matilda.“ 


« Alas! (cried ſhe) you CR 1 all 


altempie to conciliate favor would be very inef- 


feQual, 


MATILDA FITZ>AUBIN. 59 


fectual, if I began by an action ſo directly con- 
trary to their wiſhes and in open defiatice of their 
authority. I have ſeen a fatal inſtance in my 
own family of the diſappointment of a ſimilar 
hope; yet, if there ever exiſted a character which 
could juſtify its foundation, ſuch was that of my 
mother. And though, from difference of man- 
ners and diſpoſition, Mr. Beachwood might not 
manifeſt his diſpleaſure with the unrelenting ri- 


gour of old Mr. Fitz-Aubin, he would be no leſs 


incenſed and diſappointed. I confeſs to you, that 
even in caſe of a reconciliation I ſhould feel con- 
tinually mortified and degraded in knowing, that 


Mr. Beachwood was merely induced by perſuaſion 
of the impoſſibility of redreſs to tolerate the idea 
of acknowledging as a daughter a young woman, 


Who had forced herſelf into a relationſhip with 
him, without his conſent or approbation.“ 
It is true (ctied Beachwood) that the im- 
poſſibility of redreſs would go far towards effect- 
ing a reconciliation—but my father, once recon- 

ciled, would be incapable of any conduct that 
could mortify or pain you—he would idolize you 
as you deſerve; though were I now to ſolicit his 
conſent he would as certainly refuſe it. Since 
then all human felicity is precarious and imper- 
- fe, why ſhould we reject that portion which is 


4 


_ attainable, for the ſake of humouring the preju- 


_ dices of others, or wherefore ſacrifice real happi- 
neſs at the ſhrine of intereſt and ambition,“ 
« J8 
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5 N know that ſhe has long been engaged to a young | 
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4% sit, poſſible, ſir, that you can reconcile 
vyourſelf to ſuch erroneous reaſoning? What 
would be the happineſs that was purchaſed at the 
price of rectitude? or could we be really happy 
with a conſcioufneſs of having wilfully 20 
wrong?!“ 


Ah! deareſt Matilda ried Beachwood) do 
not give a ſanction to the miſtaken opinions of 

| others, by haſtily adopting them as your own. 1 

5 grie ve that the obſtinacy of my family has driven 
me to this meaſure, ſo painful to me, beeauſe to 
you fo unpkaſant—yet in complying with their 
_ wiſhes I ſhould act much more eſſentially wrong 
by connecting myſelf with a woman ſo hateful 
as Miſs Darwick, or with one to whom I am 
_ wholly indifferent—and of this laſt deſeription 
are all others but yourſelf,” = 


E « Tell me (ried Matilda, interrupting him) 
8 were you indeed never . | to Lady Felicia 
. Mornay r“ 5 | 


014" Lady Felicia creplied 3 Imiling 1 
the eagerneſs. with which the queſtion was put) 
is a molt enchanting woman, and highly do ! 

e eſteem and admire her—but I had never the moſt 
diſtant idea of making any ſuch propoſal, nor 

would they have been accepted if I had, as 1 


. nobleman. who is now. abroad. When I firft ſaw 
8 dag at Spring Hall my heart acknowledged your 
| power, 


— — — — 
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power, and every ſubſequent meeting ſerved but 
to rivet my adoration. No ſtranger to the max- 


ims and views of my family, when I became 


conſcious of my own danger, I reſolved to fly 
from the temptation, and refuſe myſelf the fatal 
gratification of ſeeing and converſing with you; 
for a while I perſiſted with firmneſs in this plan, 
which was facilitated by your apparent coldneſs 
and diſlike, and. I ſometimes even fancied that it 
would ſucceed ;, but the accidental meeting at the 
Duke of G s, convinced me I had made no 
_ progreſs in ſubduing a paſſion which was but ren- 


dered more violent by the attempt to ſuppreſs it. 
Too certain that the choice of my heart would 


never be approved by my friends, honor forbade 
any endeavour to gain your favor, or even to 
intereſt your compaſſion by revealing my own 
wretchedneſs, and n 1. * ſafety in ab- 
n 


„ At Oxford, where 1 ſtaick three weeks, 5 
met the Darwicks, who were there on a tour of 
pleaſure with a foreign Nobleman of Orlando's 


" n for the Purpoſe of ſhewing him 
that City.” 


FT Probably (cried the) U the oe; to whom 1 
Felicia alluded, as having addreſſed Miſs Dar- 


wick. * 


1 aw not e Beachwood) their 


being! in die ſame party might e give riſe 
to 
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to ſuch a report, and a coquetie like Miſs Dar. 
wick is always ſo well with herſelf, that a much 
leſs ſhare of attention than ſhe received from the 
baron, would induce her to ſet any man down 
as her conqueſt.—The old lady was very civil, 
and invited me to join them, but on my ſaying 

that I ſhould leave Oxford the next day and was 

going into the north, her daughter thought pro- 
per very openly to declare her opinion that you 
| vere the object of my journey, and took the li- 

berty of adding, there would be no doubt of its 

ſucceſs. I will not pain you by repeating her im- 
pertinence, but between reproach and ridicule 
- ſhe ſpared no pains to aſſure me that the lovelieſt 
of women honored me with ſome portion of her 

eſteem; but your conduct has given no ſanc- 
tion to ſuch ſuppoſitions, and they had at thc 
time no other effect than exciting my diſgu!t at 
the want of delicacy and feeling which had 
prompted the communication. I had already re- 
ſolved to go abroad on a viſit to the Marquis of 


6, the Duke's eldeſt ſon, who is the preſent 


ambaſſador at ; but my journey was deferred 
at the requeſt of my mother, who wiſhed me to 
eſcort her on a tour to ſome of the water ing —_ 
in the north of England. 


It was during this interval that I ert con- 
ceived the project whieh brought me to Rath- 

ſtock; refleQing upoa my reaſons for going 

5 abroad, 


MATILDA FITZ-AUBIN. 63 
abroad, I anticipated the conviction that change 
of place would do little towards baniſhing the 
remembrance of Miſs Fitz- Aubin—ſtill leſs could 
a variety of objects or the hurry of diſſipation 
effe& ſo great a change; for amidit the gay circle 
in which my mother lived at Buxton, though I 
mixed in her parties, and paſſed almoſt all my 
time in a crowd, my heart was ſtill the ſame. In 
continually meditating upon this ſcheme I per- 
ſuaded myſelf that though its ſucceſs was unlikely, 
it was not abſolutely impeſſible, and upon this 
one deſperate effort I reſolved to reſt my chance 
of happineſs—l gave not implicit credit to the 
inſinuations of Miſs Darwick—yet if indeed that 
gentle heart might be ſuſceptible of pity for my 
ſufferings—might honor me with ſome degree of 
eſteem — ſome reaſon to hope—how was it poſſi- 
ble to perpetuate the agony of ſuſpenſe, by going 
abroad in this uncertainty ?—and with the ſad 

probability, that ere I returned, the honor to 

which I aſpired might be obtained by another! 
had taken my reſolution, when on our arrival 
at Scarborough we met with Major Persfield, who 
| had juſt received ſome letters which obliged him 
to ſet off for Scotland upon particular buſineſs, 

and as he meant afterwards to ſtay and take a 

. week's ſhooting, preſſed me to accompany him. 
My mother, who had met with the Ducheſs of 

K — and a party of her London friends, could 
eaſily diſpenſe with my attendance, and this in- 
vitation 
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vitation accounted to them for a journey which 
Thad been meditating from the hour of our leaving 
Buxton, and had delayed only from the conſidera. 
tion of her convenience. 


On our way! imparted to View the purport of 
my viſit, well knowing that he has always been 
one of your zealous admirers, and with the moſt 
friendly kindneſs he offered me, in caſe I fuc- 
ceeded, his good offices with my father, and the 
loan of his houfe in Cumberland tifl we could be 
accommodated with ſome other reſidence. For 
this there would be no occaſion—the eſtate | in 
Devonſhire, which was left me by an aunt, would 
at once ſecure us from the evil of poverty, and 
become the ſacred retreat of love and friendſhip, 
till my friends themſelves ſhould ſolicit its charm- 
ing miſtreſs to reſide amongſt them—that period 
would not be long—my father, though deaf to 
intreaty, would not be inexorable in withholding 
forgiveneſs—and ſoon, very ſoon, would my loved 
Matilda find in the affection of my family and 
, my unabating gratitude the recompenſe of her 
generous . till in the calmneſs of. 
permanent felicity the preſent painful ſacrifice 
ſhould be remembered no more. Deſtroy not 
then, by needleſs ſcruples, a proſpe& ſo delight- 
ful; and ſince to realize it is your own, remem- 
ber that this one apprehenſion of error, is all that 
can be oppoſed againſt the numherleſs reaſons 


| that unite to induce your concurrence z and how 
ſhall 
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ſhall we ever find happineſs on earth, if we re- 
fuſe to taſte. the cup of bliſs, becauſe all human 
enjoyments, even in their beſt and pureſt flate, 
are liable to be daſhed with bitterneſs.” 


Matilda, who felt her reſiſtance almoſt over- 
powered, though ſtill convinced that ſhe ought 
to perſevere in it, determined to put an end to 
the conference; ſummoning therefore all her re- 
ſolution, ſhe briefly repeated all her objections, 
| and concluded by aſſuring him, that neither now 
| nor in future would ſhe ever liſten to ſuch a pro- 
poſal, unſanctioned by the conſent of his father. 


« Inflexible ſeverity (exclaimed Beachwood) 
| and whilſt you with the calmeft indifference can 
declare this renunciation, my ſufferings from it 
| are diſregarded, or perhaps deſpiſed; careleſs of 
my ſorrow you doom me to exile, Fou condemn 
me to miſery, to deſpair,” — 


* No, fir, (eried ſhe) I a you more 
fortitude ;z—while I reſolve to combat my own 
weakneſs let me not have cauſe to bluſh for your's. 
Ah, Mr. Beach wood, could this fatal obſtacle 
| be removed, you would not reproach my indif- 
ference; I ſhould then ſtart no difficulties, nor 
raiſe any unneceſſary ſcruples. But let this avowal 
content you; and ſince our union is impoſſible, it 
were wiſer to endeavour to forget that we have 
ever wiſhed it, than thus to indulge in fruitleſs 
n. we 


= « And 


66 MATILDA 717 2-AU EIN. 


* And are you, Matilda, capable of this in: 
| ſenſibility which you dignify with the name of 
fortitude?” 


J hope fo, (anſwered ſhe, faintly) becauſe 
Jam convinced of its neceſſity, and to know 
that you have attained it, will do much in con- 
firming my own. For cold and eruel as you call 
me, thoſe who complain the loudeſt are not al- 
ways the ſevereſt ſufferers. But to continue this 
converſation, added ſhe, riſing, were only to 
augment regret; let us part now, and I need not 
ſuggeſt to you the impropriety of our meeting 
again: but. wherever, or with whom your fu- 
ture life may be paſſed, be ever aſſured of my 
_ gratitude, my eſteem, my moſt feryent wiſhes 
for your happineſs.” 


Then forcibly PID RATE her hand from 
Beachwood, who preſſing it to his heart, be- 
ſought her with the moſt vehement earneſtneſs to 
revoke her: reſolution, ſhe haſtily left him, and 
exerting all her ſtrength to reach her own apart- 


ment which was adjoining, ſhut herſelf in. and 
funk ſenſeleſs on the floor. 


When the was gone, Beachwood remained 
for ſome moments with his arms folded, gazing 
with a ſort of ſtupor at the door through which 
me paſſed, till rouſed by the ſudden entrance of 


Selina, when rang down ſtairs he left the houſe 
and 
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CHAP: XVI. 


W HILE theſe ſcenes were paſſing at Rath · 


ſtock, new hopes, and more brilliant proſpedts, 


were opened to the ambitiori of Miſs Darwick. 
To fix the cold and inſenſible heart of Leſlic 


| Beachwood was no longer an object of import- 


| ance, ſince he had been ſo ſucceſsfully rivalted 
by the irreſiſtible baron Orlaſkoi. This perſon- 


age, who was of the higheſt order of Chevaliers 
@Induftrie, had made an acquaintance with Or- 


lando at Paris, where he then lived in great ſtyle, 
and having declared his intention of viſiting 
London in the enſuing ſpring, had received the 
molt preſſing invitations to Clarges-ftreet. 


_ Upon his arrival in England, the acknowledged 
Paradiſe of gentlemen of his profeſſion ; theſe 


invitations were not forgotten, and Orlando, 
| | | | whole 


* 
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| whoſe ridiculous partiality for every thing exotic, 
was diſplayed upon every occaſion, was delighted 
with this opportunity of redeeming his country- 
men from their general character of proud con- 
tempt of ſtrangers, and manifeſting his own ſu- 
perior politeneſs, by doing the honors of the 
Engliſh nation to this accompliſhed foreigner. 
He was introduced to Mrs. and Miſs Darwick 
as a Poliſh-nobleman of immenſe fortune, who 
travelled for his amuſement, and the elegance of 
huis equipage and appearance confirmed this ac- 
count, while the guarded circumſpection of his 
conduct, offered nothing whereon to ground a 
doubt of its authenticity. The baron was about 
thirty years of age, a fine figure, ſpoke ſeveral 
languages, was perfectiy well bred, and had very 
much the air of a man of faſhion. He was alſo 
in the higheſt degree artful and penetrating, and 
a very ſhort intimacy with his Fngliſh friends 
convinced him theſe talents might be turned to 
a better account than merely procuring his in- 
troduction into faſhionable ſocieties. He heard 
on all ſides of the large fortune of Miſs Dar- 
wick, and he was not long in diſcriminating the 
leading foibles of her character, nor ſlow in per- 
 ceiving the ſucceſs of his efforts to turn the diſ- 
covery to his own advantage. Her ſelf-conceit 
was fed with the miſt delicate yet boundleſs flat- 
_ tery, and her vanity gloried in the delightful hope 


; of enſlaving ſo Muſtrious and R an 


-It 
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It was in the height of this triumph that ſhe 
had met Beachwood in Oxford, and reſolved 1 
revenge tis former inattention by a violent fin- 
, ation with the baron; nothing doubting the vex. 

ation he would ſuffer from this conduct, which 
ſhe conſidered muſt be greatly augmented by the 
6 ſuperior rank and attractions of the favore 
We lover. So far however was this coquetry from 
having the deſired effect, that Beachwood had 

not noticed or thought of her ſufficiently to at- 
tend to it, but ſaw all her airs and graces exerted 
to enchant the adoring baron with the ſame in- 

' difference with which he had formerly beheld 

them, when played off at himſelf. Provoked a 

this inſenſibility, ſhe attacked him with the moſt 
ſarcaſtic raillery upon the ſubject of Matild, 

and as retaining him in her train was no longer 
of much conſequence—and as ſhe began to be- 

Hlieve—no longer peſſible, ſhe determined to en- 
joy at leaſt the pleaſure of teazing him; and 

ſince he was too dull to be jealous, reſolved to 
mortify him by ridiculing the woman he had 
fo ſtupidly preferred to her. Beachwood warm- 

ly vindicated the character of Matilda; but from 
any attack upon herſelf, ſhe was doubly ſecured 
by his politeneſs and contempt. 
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Ms. Darwick by no means approved thi 
i hey irony of her daughter.—Still deſirous of 
._ marrying her to Beachwood, thus openly to di- 
guſt and fend him, ſhe confidered as the moſt 


| impolitic 


— 
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impolitic raſhneſs; for though the was gratified 
by a man of the baron's conſequence paying ho- 
mage to the charms of Miſs Anne, ſhe neither 
ſuſpected or wiſhed him ſeriouſly to rival Leſſie 


in her heart. A dangler fo illuſtrious: might add 


to the eclat of her vonquelts, and excite the envy 
and admiration of their female acquaintance, 
but Mrs. Darwick in the bottom heartily deſpiſed 
all foreigners, and her daughter, who knew her 
ſentiments, did not make her the confidante of 
her own reſpeCting the baron. 


When they left London, inſtead of returning 
to Spring-Hall, Miſs Darwick carried her point 


of paſſing a few months at Tunbridge and Bright- 


helmſtone, where they were joined by the noble 
lover, who carefully avoiding any thing that 
might alarm the ſuſpicions of her mother, em- 
ployed all his rhetoric to prevail upon his fair 


miſtreſs to conſent to a private marriage before 


they returned home; urging, as the motive for 
this requeſt, his apprebenſions that Mrs. Dar- 
wick, if referred to, would reject his ſuit, from 
the dread of being ſeparated from a utter ſo 
| amiable and ſo beloved. 


But the Fin had far other reaſons for this 


importunity than thoſe he thought proper to 


profeſs ; ; he had learnt from ſome letters received 


by the family, that the - father of His divinity 


We expected to return in tke winter, and ke 
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might then have ſome formal prejudices Or rude yet 
inquiries to encounter, which in the event might Wl nc! 
prove very inconvenient; and though he had on! 
informed himſelf of all neceſſary particulars, and 
knew that her fortune was irrevocably ſettkg, 
yet if any troubleſome inveſtigation of his family 
or circumſtances were allowed to precede the 
marriage, it would. probably never take place; 
for though ſhe might ſtill marry him without the 
approbation of her friends, and would equally 
polleſs the wealth of which he was ſo deep 
enamoured, it was molt likely that in caſe of de. 
tection the lady would no longer be propitious, 
ſince the rank and precedence of baroneſs Or. 


laſkoi were objects no leſs defirable to her ambi- ſp 
tion than the poſſeſſion of her ample fortune p 
would be to the ſoi- diſant baron. m 
Stimulated by theſe conſiderations, he beſought Wi i 
her with redoubled earneſtneſs to bleſs him with | bi 
her conſent, repreſenting with all the eloquence WR © 
of well feigned paſſion, the frenzy and deſpair WF 
which would be the conſequences of her refuſal, WR Þ 
Miſs Darwick, certain that her mother would not t 
approve the connexion, and well knowing the aſ- b 

. cendency of her opinions over thoſe of her father, ? 
was perſuaded that the readieſt way of avoiding v 
contradiction or altercation upon the ſubject woull . i 
be by acceding to his entreaties. The diſpleaſure þ 
or concern of her friends, ſo long as they im- } 


peded not her plan, were too immaterial to pre- 
vent 
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3 
vent its accompliſhment, or give her any uncaſi- 
neſs. Intoxicated with his flattery and profeſſi- 
ons of diſintereſted adoration, ſhe had fancied 
herſelf ſeriouſly i in love, and began to fear in her 
turn, that any ſevere prohibition from her friends 
might be regarded by a man of his rank as an in- 
ſult which might occaſion her loſing him for 
ever. And when in oppoſition to the cruelty of 
driving ſo' paſſionate a lover to the fatal deſpera- 
tion which he had declared would follow her re- 
jection of him, and which from her opinion of 
her own charms, ſhe thought a very probable - 
effect; ſne contraſted - the pleaſure of inſuring 
his everlaſting gratitude, and figuring in a higher - 
ſphere than ſhe had hitherto done, the faſhiona- 
ble idol of the men and the envy of all the wo- 
men of their acquaintance, ſhe at length con- 
| ſented to follow her own inclinations, and 

become, as the baron aſſured her, the firſt orna- 
ment of the court of Warſaw. | 


aY ” 


The ceremony was Privately performed at 
Brighton, a few days before the family returned 
to Spring-Hall, where the ſcherae could not have 
been executed without hazarding a diſcovery. 
The baron took care that no legal forms were 
wanting to the validity of the marriage, while 
| its ſecrecy prevented any ſettlement that might 
have withheld from him the wealth which was 
his ſole inducement for contraQing it. At the 
requeſt of the lady this ſecrecy was ſtil! to he ob- 
VOL, 11. EI | ſerved 
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| ſerved for ſome time; and he availed himſelf of 
this wiſh to account to her.for refuſing. Orlango's 
invitation of returning with. them into Kent. 
Though the fact was, that the golden prize one 
ſecured, the baron could amuſe himſelf much 
| more to his own ſatisfaction in the gay circles of 
Brighton, than in being domeſticated with a dul 
family party at the paternal.manſion of his lady. 


Matilda had been recovered from the fainting 
fit, whieh was occaſioned by an exertion of re- 
ſolution and ſpirit beyond her ſtrength, by the 
_ «ries and terror of Selina; who came to ſummon 
her to . tea—ſhe excuſed herſelf however from 
appearing in the drawing-room, as the extreme 
Janguor and dejection which ſhe was unable to 
ſhake off, had wholly unfitted her for company, 
Beachwood ſhe heard was gone—gone for ever— 
and when her fortitude was no longer neceſfary 
to reconcile him to their parting, ſhe no longer 
ſtruggled to ſupport it, but throwing herſelf on 
the bed gave way to all the bitterneſs of deep and 
unavailing ſorrow. . ©: 


The next day brought Major Persfield to the 
1 Caſtle, and in the courſe of it he ſought an o- 
Portunity of ſpeaking to Matilda or, expreſ⸗ 
ing his extreme aſtoniſhment at her rejection cl 
Beachwood, and concern for the effect that refu- 

ſal kad upon his friend. * Had you ſeen, (added 


. 8 [ did, * N of his mind on the even- 
| 7 ing 


MATILDA FITZ-AUBIN, 75 


ing when he left you, I think it would have di- 
veſted you of all ſeverity, and even of the power 
¶ perſevering in ſo cruel a reſolution,” 

2 Matilda, whoſe tears flowed at the mention of 
Beachwood's unhappineſs, was neither able nor 


inclined to dwell upon the ſubje . She therefore 


only ſaid, ©* As Mr. Beachwood, fir, is now con- 
vinced of the impoſſibility of concluding the affair 
which brought him hither, I am ſure I need not 
point out to you the neceſſity that his having 


once attempted it ſhould for ever be buried in 
oblivion—and as you only were acquainted with 


his deſign, his friends may ſtill remain ignorant 


of his intended defiance of their authority.“ 


« You are a noble girl, (cried Major Persfield) 


but I much fear that to a punctilious regard for 


his honor, you have facrificed your own repoſe. 
—and that an exceſs of delicacy has deſtroyed 
the happineſs of two hearts that were formed for 


each other—I will certainly comply with your 
deſire in not divulging the purpoſe of his expe- 


dition, tho? his friends, who are the only parties 


intereſted in the intelligence, will hear it from 


E himſelf—for in the midft of his agitation of laſt 


night, on that one purpoſe he was invariably 


reſolved; and after ſwearing to ycu an attach- 
ment unalterable and eternal, proteſted that he 
would raiſe your character in their eſteem at the 

erpence of bis own, and by declaring the re- 
s * 2 jection 
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jection of his ill fated propoſal, endeavour is 
peek their pride by the relation of your genero- 
- ſity, and extort from their juſtice the conſent 
which would never have been yielded to his en- 
treaties,” 85 


« Generous, miſtaken young man, (cried Ma. 
tilda) what a wild and improbable project! 


4 To own the truth {ſaid Major Persfield) l 
do not much expe@ it will ſucceed—Mr. Beach- 
wood, whoſe worldly prudence always took the 
lead of his feelings, will treat the whole as the 

moſt romantic folly. Cool, cautious, and deli- 

berate, he never even in youth could have ima- 

- gined ſuch a plan—judge then in what light he 
will regard it now, when time has quenched all 
ardour of enterpriſe, and long commerce with 
the world deadened even the remembrance of 
"1 early ſenſibility.” 


% 


Matilda with a dich aſſented to this opinion; 
and Major Persfield, who was to ſet off next 

morning to join a ſhooting party, for a few days 

before he returned to Scarborough, took leave of 

5 her with the ſame kind of affectionate reſped 

which ſhe had always received from Mr. Dar- 
wick. 


When he was gone, Matilda endeavoured to 
a and think as if this viſit had never been made; 
_ Ne W her uſual eee paid even 


„ | 25 * more 
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more than common attention to the improve- 
ment of Selina, and by denying herſelf the lux- 
.ury of indulging immoderate grief, tried to re- 


cover her former ſerenity; wholly to forget 


Beachwood was not in her power, nor indeed in 
her wiſhes; but that remembrance, inſtead of 
weakening her mind, ſeemed to invigorate and 
ſtrengthen every virtuous principle, and confirm 
every better purpoſe. She enjoyed a ſort of con- 


tented reſignation in endeavouring to deſerve. 


the happineſs ſhe could not attain; and on the 
retroſpection of any good action, pleaſed herſelf 
with its being in conformity to the ideas of Beach- 
wood— this innocent though romantic indul- 
gence, was not likely to be productive of any 
dangerous effects; the ſevereſt trial ſhe could 
ſuſtain was already paſt, and paſt with honor; 


ſhe entertained no hopes or even wiſh of ſeeing 


him again, convinced that their meeting would 
only renew his regret, and equally aſſured that his 
father was unconquerably averſe to the connexi- 
on, but ſhe could not relinquiſh the enjoyment 


of recollections ſo dear to her, while ſhe felt that 


the gratification itſelf was a ſtimulous to virtue. 


Lord Melroſs, from the Grit. arrival of Beach- | 


wood, had been a prey to all the horrors of the 
moſt anxious and fruitleſs jealouſy. His eſteem 
and admiration of Matilda had been increaſing 
from the firſt day of her reſidence at the caſtle, 
and it was heighten by a compariſon with the 


diſſipated 
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diſſipated indifference of his lady. That indif” 
&rence however prevented her making a diſco- 
very, which, though it might not have wounded. 
her affection, would have raiſed her indignation 


and mortified her pride. Without conſidering 


the ill conſequence of indulging this partiality, 


he had never attempted to repreſs it, nor efitered 


into any ſevere inveſtigation. of its extent—it 
was only at the viſit of Beachwood that the con- 


viction ſeemed to ruſh upon his mind, and he 
-felt, that though ſhe could never be his, he ſhould 
- be miſerable at ſeeing her married to another, 


Dreading to betray the ſtate of his mind, he with | 


difficulty forced himſelf to do the honors of his 


huouſe, and the moment he could eſcape from the 
dinner-room, upon pretence of anſwering. ſome 


letters of importance, locked himſelf into his 
Jibrary, and Save orders not to be diſturbed. 


He had been well acquainted ak: Beachwood 


before his reſidence in Scotland, and was too good 
a judge of merit to believe that the addreſſes of 


Tuch a young man could be received with indif- 
ference by Matilda, whoſe evident emotions of 


ſurpriſe, confuſion, and pleaſure at their meet- 
ing, would have awakened all his ſuſpicions, had 


he been wholly unacquainted with the character 


of their object —dreading to ſee them or to make 


any inquiries, he remained alone, indulging by 
turns the ſame tranſports of rage and deſpair, 


that he might have experienced if .difappointed | 


in 
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in ſome ſcheme hot his ills had been not 
only intereſted but encouraged by a probability 
of ſucceſs. At ſupper he received the note from” 


Beachwood, apologizing for his ſudden departure, | 


and heard from his lady the account- given' by 
Selina of Matilda's indifpoſition- which detained 


ber from table this intelligence revived his ſpi- 


rits, by the belief that ſome quarrel had ſo abrupt- 
ly terminated their interview,- in which caſe the 
pride and reſentment of Maida would aſſiſt in 
expelling any love ſhe might have entertained for 
Beachwood, and drive him in anger from her 
remembrance. This idea was confirmed, when, 
at their next meeting he attempted to introduce 
the ſubject, which ſhe as ſedulouſſy avoĩded but 
though the myſtery of his departure was ſtill un- 
ſolved, the purpoſe of the inquiry was anſwered, 
for he learned that the ſuppoſed lover was no 
more expected to return, and that no engagement 


ſubſiſted between them. In the ſatisfaction of 


this aſſurance he forgot the impropriety of hav- 


ing ſo. anxiouſly deſired: it, and far from being 


warned by his late apprehenſions, to make any 
efforts for extinguiſhing ſo hopeleſs and dangerous 


an attachment, he was ſenſible only to the plea- 
ſure of ſtill retaining her at Rathſtock, and know- | 
ing that he had no longer any thing to fear from 
the dreaded attractions of his accompliſhed rival. 


Two months elapſed quietly, after the viſit 
u bich had occaſioned all this alarm—Matilda, 
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thongh her mind was involuntarily occupied with 
reflection and conjeQure upon that ſubject, could 
not fail to obſerve the marked and increaſing at- 
tentions of Lord Melreſs, which muſt have been 
equally obvious to others, had ſhe not, by the dif. 
erence of her hours and employments, been pre. 
vented from mixing with the company in the 
houſe, except of eyenings, when his converſing 
with her and Selina, while the reſt of the party 
ſurrounded the card table, appeared to be only 
the effect of politeneſs, and of that fondneſs for 


his daughter for which be had always been re- 
markable. 


About this time the whole party lf Rathſtock, b 
to pay a viſit to Lord Penhurſt, the uncle of Lady WIR © 
- Melrofs, who lived about twenty miles diſtant. WW 
As Selina was to accompany them, Matilda re- 
mained alone at the caſtle, rejoicing at the ab- 
ſence of its lord, who, though he had never ha- 
Zarded any open declaration, yet by his late con- 
duct had given her reaſon to fear that he might 
not always be reſtrained by the ſame prudence. 


be ©Y 


On the third day after their departure, Ma- 
tilda, who of late had diſcontinued her uſual walks 
whenever they were likely to meet Lord Melroſs, 
certain of being now freed from the poſſibility of 
| | ſuch an encounter, ſat out as ſoon as ſhe had 
| dined to enjoy a ſolitary ramble.—Ske returned 
= by that part of the plantations where ſhe had firſt 
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met Beachwood on the day of his arrival, and 


that time had wrought in the face of nature, was 
| ſcarcely more ſtriking than the difference of her 
preſent ſentiments from thoſe which ſhe had then 
experienced. Joy and expectation, had given way 
to grief and diſappointment, rendered more poig- 
nant by the certainty of being beyond the power 
of redreſs her mind ſaddened by the indulgence 
of refleQtions ſhe had hitherto ſought to avoid or 
 reftrain, ſhe ſat down upon the ſame ſeat where 
ſho had liſtened with trembling hepe to his firſt 
declaration, and comparing thoſe lively ſenſations 
with the cheerleſs feelings of the preſent moment, 
enjoyed the deſolated proſpect around her. 


I gloom of the autumnal ſky was reflected in the 


were almoſt. leafleſs, and the ruſſet hue of thoſe 
which were yet unſtripped, was contraſted, by the 
pereneal verdure of the fir and the bright green 
aud glow ing berries of the mountain aſh, while 
abaye them waved the long branches of the me- 
N lancholy pine the ſcene was rich in that variety 
which is ſaid to be, one of the chief ſources of 
5 duty; ; and Md beheld it with ſenſations 
5 | 5 fimilar 
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It was one of thoſe ſtill, cloudy days, fo fre- 
quent in the latter end of the year the deep 


dark boſom of the lake, whoſe clear waters were 
deformed by the quantity of decayed foliage, 
Which ſcattered by the blaſt from the ſurrounding 
j trees, ſtilt floated upon its ſurface. The wocds | 
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reflection and conjecture upon that ſubject, could 


_ tentions of Lord Melroſs, which muſt have been 
equally obvious to others, had ſhe not, by the dil. 
ference of her hours and employments, been pre. 
vented from mixing with the company in the 
houſe, except of evenings, when his con verſing 
with her and Selina, while the reſt of the Party 


his daughter for which he had always been re- 
markable. 


to pay a viſit to Lord Penhurſt, the uncle of Lady 
_ - Melrofs, who lived about twenty miles diſtant. 
As Selina was to accompany them, Matilda re- 
mained alone at the caſtle, rejoicing at the ab- 


_ Zarded any open declaration, yet by his late con- 
duct had given her reaſon to fear that he might 
not always be reſtrained by the ſame prudence. 


ſuch an encounter, ſat out as ſoon as ſhe had 
dined to enjoy a ſolitary ramble.— She returned 


though her mind was in voluntarily occupied with 


not fail to obſerve the marked and increaſing at- 


ſurrounded the card table, appeared to be only 
the effect of poltteneſs, and of that fondneſs for 


About this time the whole party left Rathſtock, 


oQ. 


Tence of its lord, who, though he had never ha- 


On the third day r their departure, Ma- 
tilda, who of late had diſcontinued her uſual walks 
whenever they were likely to meet Lord Melroſs, 
certain of being now freed from the poſlibility of 


T nd" "gb © tv 


by that part of the plantations where ſhe had firſt 
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met Beachwood on the day of his arrival, and 


that time had wrought in the face of nature, was 
ſcarcely more ſtriking than the difference of her 


experienced. .Joy.and expe dation had given way 
to grief and diſappointment, rendered more poig- 
nant by the certainty of being beyond the power 
of redreſs — her mind ſaddened by the indulgence 
of reflections ſhe had hitherto ſought to avoid or 
reſtrain, ſhe fat down vpon the ſame ſeat where 
ſhe had liſtened with trembling hope to his firſt 
declaration, and comparing thoſe lively ſenfations 
uith the cheerleſs feelings of the preſent moment, 
WW <joyed the deſolated proſpect around her. 


It was one of thoſe ſtill, cloudy days, ſo fre 
quent in the latter end of the year—the deep 


dark boſom of the lake, whoſe clear waters were 


which ſcattered by the blaſt from the ſurrounding 
trees, ſtilt floated upon its ſurface. The wocds 
were almoſt. leafleſs, and the ruſſet hue of thoſe 
which were yet unſtripped, was contraſted by the 
pereneal verdure of the fir and the bright green 


888 1 * 
r rr 1 *. op 
N 9 r W 1 
N 8 c ˙²˙˙?V—: ðꝛũ0]V⁸x Ano Pac be =” * * 8 
f...... ⁵ ⁵¼T ³˙ÜÜ12ÄAA ˙òAmA ILAN g , 
* EN y LES ” ' , e 2 e : 22 


E kncholy pine the ſcene was rich in that variety 
3 which is ſaid to be, one of the. chief ſources of 
3 rz and Matilda beheld it with ſenſations 
3 ſimilar 


the alterations which the change of ſeaſons ſince 


preſent ſentiments from thoſe which ſhe had then 


= gloom of the autumnal ſky was reflected in the 


deformed by the quantity of decayed foliage, 5 


Z aud glowing, berries of the mountain. aſh, while 
above them waved the long branches of the me- 
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fimilar to thoſe expreſſed by a celebrated modern 
poet: ES | Tet 


pe moment en moment Ja feuille ſur la terre, 
Er tombant interrompt la reveur ſolitaire : 
© De ces bois defſech&s, de ces rameaux fl trie, 
„ FSeul, errant, Je me plats a fouler les debris; 
Mais ces ruines memes ont pour moi des attraits, 
0 La, ſi mon cœur nourrit quelques profonds regrete, 
1 quelque ſouvenir vient r'cuvrir ma blcſſure, 
e Paime à mcler mon devil au devil de la nature 
Als ſont paſſces—tes jours d'ivreſſe et de folie; 
« Viens, je me livre à tei tondre melancholie z 
« Viens, le regard penſit, le front calme et les yeux, 
Tout prets a shumecter de Fleurs delicieux.“ 


Abbe De Li. 


"Loſt in theſe 8 ſhe had ſat ſome time 
in ſenſible to the chillneſs of the evening breeꝛe, 
3 damp miſt which aroſe from the lake, join- 
. ed to the deepening ſhadows of twilight, had ren- 


aL; ceturned to the houſe. 


She then blamed herſelf far the e 
a ſadneſs ſo weak, becauſe ſo certainly fruit- 
leſs; and to divert her thoughts into ſome other 
channel. went into the library to fetch a book, 
Her mind indiſpoſed for -attentive application, 
| ſought relief from works of mere amuſement, 
but unable to fix immediately upon any one, the 
had taken ſeveral volumes of poetry and travel 
from the ſhelves, and placing her candle upon 
770 "the table, fat down to look them over; when 


the 


* 


| MATILDA FITZ-AUBIN, 83 


the didn) was haſtily opened, and Lord Melroſs 
| ood before her. 


| Surpriſe at this ſudden return was exceeded by 
her apprehenſions that ſome accident had occafi- 
oned it. He anſwered: however to her eager en- 
quiries, that Lady Melrofs and Selina were both 
perfectly well, and that he had left the whole par- 
ty at Penhurſt Caſtle in high ſpirits—ſhe would 
then have withdrawn, but his lordſhip leading 
her to a chair, exclaimed, No, Matilda, you 
muſt not leave me ſo ſoon—for to ſee you vas 
my only purpoſe in coming hither; they will ſtay - 
yet a week at Penhurſt, and I cannot ſupport at 
once your abſence and the company of. that detaſ- 
fable ſer.” 


He then, vel the room with hafty 

| ſteps, continued, Your ſociety has long been 
my only conſolation ; deprived of it, my exiſt- 
ence is not worth Sea WTR,” adore you, and 
though you may perhaps hate and abhor me for 
the confeſſion, I can no longer reſiſt making it, 
and telling you that to gain but your compaſſion, 
your ſympathy, is all I aſk— grant me but that, 
and tell me that you do not abſolutely hate me, 
and 1 will try to be ſatisſied.“ | 


Los My Lerd, (eried Matilda, farting from ay 
ow F ſuch converſation as an inſult, 
which nothing but my reſpect for Lady Melroſs 
mould induce me to concea from her; but which 
net 
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which admit not of remedy, if I could but receive 
the alleviation of your pity. But you have ſhua- 
ned me- and obliged me to ſuffer in ſilence, 


have been denied the laſt relief of the wag 2b] 
the privilege of complaint.“ 


conquer this fancied unhappineſs, than to impor: 
proper; and allow me ſtill to reſpect you as I would 


wiſh to reſpect the brother of Lady a and 
the huſband. of Lady Melroſs.“ 


I muſt be indebted even for your cold reſpect! 


not even that can prevail apo me to indure for 
another moment,” 


| placing himſelf betwodh her and the door, ex- 
claimed, Make me not deſperate—I implore, 
I entreat, Teven inſiſt upon your hearing me; for 


that I ſhall not ſpeedily find another opportunity, 
In the miſery which has been my portion for the 


neſs, and, while my heart is devoted to the moſt 


the fatal ments I made to ambition, in connect. 
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She was then leaving the room, but his lordſhip 


I fee too well, in your evident anger and diſdain, 


laſt four months, T have a thouſand times thought 
that it would be ſome conſolation for agonies 


while my wretchedacſs was daily augmenting, l 


ee 'Tt would better become you, my Lord, to 


tine me with complaints ſo humiliating and im- 


6 Deteſted title! (eried he) 5 is it to that 
That title which deſtroys all' poſſibility of happi- 


perfect of women, recalls to my remembrance 
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ing myſelf with one I deſpiſe !—yet you, cruel 


and inexorable, will not even deign to compa- 
ſionate the woes you have occaſioned, but can 
inſultingly remind me of the hateful ſhackles 
which aggravate, which have cauſed my deſpair.” 


If you can iſle the reproaches of your own 
conſcience, my Lord, and are deaf to the voice 
of honor, 'which ought to have prevented any 
ſuch declarations, yet how incompatible is this 


perſecution with the regard you profeſs for me; 


and how eruel to perſiſt in a conduct which will 
force me to abandon the only alylum that re- 
mains to ſhelter me from 2Qual diſtre . —If, in- 


deed, you had no other motive for leaving your 


2 than to take advantage of my being alone 
to ſhock me with this ren, the ſooner you re- 
turn to them, the better I ſhall be convinced that 
you repent it—at any rate you muſt excuſe my 


keeping my room ſo long as you may chooſe to 


remain here before the return of Lady Melroſs.“ 


& And ahen ſhe is to be einen with an-ac- 


count of my paſſion, and your proud contempt of 


it, (cried he) in an ironical tone—but I am not 
to be frightened into ſilence. There lives not the 


being whoſe peace: or whoſe, diſpleaſure would 


Fouts half ſo much weight with me as your lig ht- 
eſt wiſhes—attempt not then to threaten me 5 


her reſentment, for by heaven I would ſooner 
my felt make her acquamted with my ſentiments, 


than 
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than ſuffer you to ſuppoſe I am to be awed by u the 
dread of her violence, into a forbearance which 
was not grantees to your requeſt, Fw 


] meant not to threaten, nor will I deceive 
you, (replied Matilda) I have too much regard 


for the happineſs of Lady Melroſs, to deſtroy it 
byan inſtance of ſuch depravity of ſentiment in 
one ſo nearly connected with her. I am willing 
to hope, my Lord, that you are already convinced 
of the impropriety of your conduct, and deter- 


mined no more to repeat it—for another word 
upon this ſubje ct, and tho? I have neither friend 


to protect, nor home to receive me, 1 will quit 


your houſe for ever.“ 


If you have really any Boner, for Lady Mel 


_ roſs, (cr 1ed he) talk not of leaving us; for ſuch 
a ſtep would make me careleſs of conſequences, 
and regardleſs of her di ſcoveries— the bare idea 
of loſing you drives me to diſtraftion—ſeverc 


and diſdainful as you are, I live but in your ſight, 


and I would make any facrifice you can require 
to enſure even that poor gratification—ſay but 
that you will remain here, forgive me, pity me, 
and I will never more offend you. I will ſet off 
-- inſtantly for Penhurſt; 1 will do any thing, if you 
will promiſe to forgive me and to remain with 
us will you then promiſe?” 


£ 66  Conditionally, my Lord, Lol; [but tet this 
be 


MATILDA FITZ-AUBIN. 87 


te the laſt mention of the ſubje St. I will en- 


deavor to forget it, and do you.” 


* Say then that you do not hate me.” 


« [ will ſay nothing more, (replied ſhe, riſing 


to leave the room—then ſtopping at the door, 
me added) It is in your own power, my Lord, yet 
to regain my eſteem, by proving in future, that 
you conſider the paſt in its true light—diſhonour- 
able to yourſelf, and cruelly inſulting to me; but 
I muſt be convinced of this by your inſtantly 
adopting a different mode cf conduct, and not 
by mere entrcatics for forgiveneſs, or e 
of the value you place upon my good opinion.“ 


« Yes, (cried he) I will prove how highly 1 


value your eſteem. I will ſet off this moment 


for Penhurſt, though I came hither intending to 


| ſtay ſome days what is there [ would not £ to 


obtain your 2 para 15 can do any thing but 
ceaſe to adore you.” 


With a celerity which allowed: no time for 


3 he then ruſhed paſt her into the court 


yard, and calling aloud for his horſe, though it 
had been dark above two hours, ſat out for Pen- 


hurft-caſtle. When he was gone, Matilda re- 


turned into the drawing rcom and fat down to 
conſider what plan ſhe ſhould purſue: the firſt 
that ſuggeſted itſelf was to leave Rathſtock—but 
whither cculd the * go? It was not Probable that 


Mrs. | 
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88 MATILDA FITZEZ-AuBIN. 


Mrs. Darwick would again receive her; and were 


Lady Firkin diſpoſed for her re- admiſſion, the 
motives for difliking her louſe were till as power- 
ful as when the had left it. Though it was moſt 
likely that her ladyſhip, affronted by her departure, 
would give no ſecond invitation. Mrs. Harrowby 
had died ſoon after her pupil left Hertfordſhire, 


and Lady Felicia could not be applied to witheut 
recounting the reaſons for changing her ſituation. 
She dreaded alſo, from the implied menace of 


Lord Melrofs, that ſuch a meaſure, might indeed 


exaſperate him beyond all bounds, and ſhock his 


Lady with a diſcovery which a little patience, and 
forbearance might prevent—yet certain that if 


the firſt effuſions of anger and diſappointment 


could be got over without betraying his impiu- 
dence, her flight would be the only means of 
curing his fatal partiality. 


The only thing ſhe could ceſulve upon, was to 


wait the return of Mr. Darwick, who, Beach- 


wood had told her, was expeQted home hefore 
Chriſtmas, - and immediately on his arrival to 
write to him the particulars of what had paſſed 
ſince he had left England, ſolicit his permiſſion 


to leave the Caſtle, and his advice for her future 
deſtination. Lord Melroſs would then have no 


5 pretence for oppoſing her departure, when it ap- 
| peared in obedience to the commands of her 
guardian, not the effect of her own diſ pleaſure; ; 


D and this reaſon would prevent his giving way to 
the 


S —— 
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the violent tranſports of paſſion which he had 
diſplayed, when ſhe talked of leaving Rathſtock 
in conſequence of his behaviour. A few weeks 
would enable her to put this plan in execution ; 
anda very little time, ſhe thought, would be 
ſufficient after her departure, to reconcile his 
lordſhip to the meaſure, and obliterate all traces 
of his unfortunate folly, 


The following week was paſſed * ds 
Lord Melroſs diſturbed her with no repetition 
of his viſit; and when he returned with the reſt 


of the party, if he had not attained indifference, 


ſeemed at leaſt to have acquired fortitude, 


Ly 
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CHAP. XVII. 


— 


* 


'Tames were in this ſituation when Lord 
Philip Mornay arrived at Rathſtock, where he 
propoſed ſpending Chriſtmas; he brought a let- 
ter from Lady Felicia to Matilda, informing her 
that ſhe was going to paſs the winter abroad with 
her father, whoſe phyſicians had recommended 
the waters of Sultzback in Alſace, and promiſed 
to write to her again as ſoon as they were ſettled. 
This addition to the party was not more unpleaſant 
to Matilda, than unwelcome to Lord Melroſs, 
whoſe jealous obſervation ſoon convinced him 
that he might expeCt in his brother not only a 


| ſpy upon his own conduct, but a rival in her 


favor; this conviction, however, while it added 
to his uneaſineſs, yendered him more circum- 
ſpect, and Matilda flattered herſelf that the re- 
ſtraint which was dictated by apprehenſion of 
diſcovery, 
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Ciſcovery, had been the effect of reaſon and re- 
turning honor. 


Without any open appearance of diſpleaſure, 
ſhe ſtill avoided as much as poſſible the company 
of Lord Melroſs, though ſhe could not but re- 
gret that his conduct had obliged her to relin- 


quiſh the pleaſure ſne had heretofore found in his 
con verſation—a pleaſure for which no other of 


the party poſſeſſed either abilities or inclination to 
afford a ſubſtitute. Lord Philip's manners, ex- 


cept when he choſe to diſplay a ſpecimen of ſtu- 


died rudeneſs, were elegant, though at all times 
the natural haughtineſs of his character was diſ- 
cernible ; but the general ſtrain of his conver- 
fation with Matilda, which conſiſted chiefly of 
flattery diſpenſed in various modes, and a judici- 


ous application of the art of trifling agreeably, 


rather diſguſted than entertained her It was an 


effort which with his inferiors he had ſeldom 
deigned to practiſe, but which when he did had 
never been unſucceſsful. It was however ſuffici- 


ently apparent, that upon their preſent object his 
attentions were thrown away, ſhe heard and re- 
plied to them with a cold civility that indicated 
more wearineſs than delight, and his lordſhip, 
who on ſimilar occaſions had been accuſtomed to 


ſe his condeſcenſion received not merely with 


pleaſure but with pride, was mortified by the in- 
difference of a girl, whom, but for her beauty, 
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he conſidered as inſignificant as the was inſen« 
fible. 


Matilda had written to Mrs. Flemming, the 
Fe in Clarges-Street, requeſting, that 
immediately on Mr, Darwick's return the would 
difpatch a line to inform her of it. Several weeks 

clapfed and no anſwer arrived, though the time 
| when he was expected was already paſt. Another 
fource of uneaſineſs was now opened in anxiety. 
for the friend whom ſhe revered as a parent, 
which joined to continual apprehenſion and dif. 
quietude cauſed by the conduct of Lord Melrofl, 
and the deep, tho' ſecret regret of her final ſe- 
paration from Beachwood, prey'd upon her ſpirits 
till her health was affected by the Ny of mens 
tal ſuffering. 


5 Occupied as the was by theſe ſubjects, ſhe ſtil 
took ſome intereſt in the celebration of Chriſt- 
mas, which was obſerved at Rathſſock with al 
the antient hoſpitality. Lord Melroſs kept open 
houſe, and in the general feſtivity and gratitude 
of the poor, who partook of his magnificent li- 
berality, ſhe found the only relief her ſadneſs 
was capable of receiving, in the 9 of ſce- 
ing others „ 


A few mornings te dis as ſhe was ſitting 
alone in the drefſing-room, his lordſhip's gentle- 
| won oy her a letter without obſerving the 

| Tuper- 
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ble leupten the haſtily bse it open, but in 
one 6. the; expected 3 from die. 
Flemming, read as follows: - 


« ] can firuge le no longer; denied any op- 
portunity of converſation, I have recourſe ta 
this method of addreſſing you, which, though It 
may excite diſpleaſure, will inſure attention. 
privilege which in a perſonal conference might 


be refuſed. 


„ need not ſay that I adore you, you know 
it but too well, but you know not the extent of 
your power—without you I can exiſt no longer. 
know this declaration will offend you, but even 
your reſentment is leſs terrible to me than this 
cruel deprivetion of your ſociety. 


That ſociety has long been my only en- 
joyment, and the only one that could have in- 
duced me to relinquiſh the dangerous amuſement 
to which I was facrificing my time, and the fu- 
ture fortunes of my children. Without being 
naturally fond of gaming, the contagion of ex- 
ample and the power of .cuſtom had rendered it a 
confirmed habit; and though I left London, yet 
the inclination of Lady Mfelrof and the party 
the found means to aſſemble here, offered conti- 
nual opportunity for play, which, though not ſo 
high as in town, might be ruinous from its con- 
Nancy. Your arrival awakened me from this 
Uream of folly, and in contemplating your per- 
| fections, 
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fections, I beheld with diſguſt the inferior cha. 

racter of others, and the frivolous purſuits which 

had ſo lately been my own. But this indulgence 
was far more dangerous than the one it ſupplant- 

ed; for while I believed that my admiration was 
| only the enthuſiaſm of virtue, I was nouriſhing 
ſentiments that will deſtroy me. 


15 85 * and frigid reaſoners, who can mon- 
ie upon paſſions they never had ſouls to feel, 
would adviſe me to ſhun you—they are miſtaken 


TO —abſence may ſhorten my N but can never 


cure it. 


1 — But this. is ; to he FS of} my 
| ſetter—hear me then, Matilda, you who once 
flattered me with the belief of poſſeſſing your 

friendſhip, yet by a ſtrange inconſiſtency now 
hate me for being too deeply ſenſible of its value 
Elten to a propoſal, to a hope which may be 
the Parent of happineſs, W it ſprings from 

| the ruins of deſpair. 5 


4 It is needleſs to day, that were I free Gum 
thoſe deteſted ties which ſo fatally reſtrain me, 1 
would lay myſelf and all that I could command 


dt your feetz with what joy ſhould I offer my 


hand where my heart is ſo irrevocably devoted— 
but the ſevere laws which forbid this tribute, can- 
not prevent me from evading their rigour. My- 


eelf, my fortune, my name, all that I can com- 


mand are your's, if you will deign to accept of 
EET.” theo) 


— 
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them. I will go abroad with you, reſign for ever - 


the title and eſtate of Melroſs, and with my pa- 
ternal fortune, which ſhall immediately be ſettled 
upon yourſelf, live wherever you pleaſe, and bear 


either my family name of Mornay, or any other 
you prefer; would to heaven that I had more to 
offer, yet what would be wanting but a mere 


form, a prejudice merely of human inſtitution, 
which though eſtabliſhed in policy is not eſſential 


to happineſs. My fortune is amply ſufficient for 


every purpoſe of real enjoyment, and in ſharing 


it with you, it would become the inſtrument of 


felt. 


« Think not that this 1 85 would afflit Lady 
Melroſs; ſhe feels no affection either for me or 
ber „ ſhe knows no happineſs but in 
flattery and diſſipation, nor acknowledges any 
duty but the right of pleaſing herſelf, All that 
can intereſt or attach her would ſtill remain; my 
eldeſt boy, who muſt inherit the title, ſhould be 


left with a tutor; but the younger and Selina, who 
already owes you much, and loves you more than 
her mother, ſhould accompany us—I would enter 
into any bond or contract you would preſcribe, 

to marry You publicly if it ſhould ever be in my 


power, and in the interim you ſhould have the 


ſole direction of my time and my fortune. Be- 


fore leaving Rathſtock, I will deliver to you a 


1 ſettlement of 1 thouſand pounds, to be de- 
e 


diffuſing good t to others and ſatisfaction to my- 
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poſited with any friend you wil appoint. From 
Calais I would ſet off for Saltzbach, and explain 

my conduct to my father; my ſweet Felicia, 
whom he idolizes and who loves Miſs Fitz- Aubin 
as a ſiſter, would be my advocate with him; 
while we, removed from the cenſorious imperti. 

nence of the world, might purſue the path of 
rn felicity, unmoleſted and unknown. | 


© You have acknow ledged that L was. miſtaken 

in the belief of your being engaged. Since then 
your heart is free, ſuffer its benevolence to be 

_ exerted in reſcuing from deſpair a man who will 
| ever adore you; whoſe future life, reformed by 
your virtues and cheered by your example, ſhall 
beſt prove his ſenſe of your goodneſs, who, al- 
ready indebted to you for the alleviation. of paſt 
diſcontent, will then owe to you his own preſer- 
vation, as well as the happineſs and the virtucs 
of his children: think of this and refuſe not to 
conſent write a reply, for Lord Philip impor- 
tunes you ſo inceſſantly, that any particular con- 
verſation is impoſſible, were you even willing to 
allow it. But I muſt have a reply; yet deliberate, 
and write not in the haſty indignation you per- 
hbaaps feel on reading this, for I cannot ſupport a | 
___ Tepetitian of the ſeverity with which you treated 
me when I carne from Penhurft; think that it is 
in your power either to make me ha ppy for ever, 
and in ſo doing find your own gratification ; or 
to drive me to deſperation, and ſuffer the re- 
proaches 
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proaches of your own conſcience, which will 
We 
but too certainly avenge me. 


« Matilda, beſt and lovelieſt of women, take 
pity on my ſufferings—refuſe not your compli- 
ance, withdraw not your friendſhip, for on your 
ſympathy reſt all my hopes of peace. I ſcarcely 
know. what I write, my brain turns; be propiti- 
ous, write and ſave me from deſpair ; write, but 
conſider well how much depends upon your dect- 
ſion,” 7 
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Surpriſe, 8 anal ee at a propos. 
ſal ſo infamous and ſo openly communicated, 
ſeemed at firſt to ſuſpend all power of reflection. 
Matilda, though young, artleſs, and new to the 
world, had not the credulous vanity to give im- 
plicit faith to the violent paſſion profeſſed by 
his lordſhip ; ſhe therefore felt more anger for th 
inſult offered her in this letter, than terror at the 
threatened conſequences of her ſeverity, which» 
| ſhe believed were in a great meaſure feigned for 
the purpoſe of extorting her conſent to his ſcheme. 
| As ſhe walked about the room with the letter in 
her hand, ſhe ſaw from the window, Lord Mel- 
roſs alone upon the terrace, Inſtantly reſolving 
to return him his own paper as the beſt anſwer it 
| could receive, ſhe took vp a pen and was going 
to write in the cover a few words expreſſing her 
ſenſe of his preſumptiofi;till recollecting that this 
would be beginning a kind of Correſpondence, 
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ſhe lad; it in a blank torts and went "ROM to. 
deliver: it herſelf, | | 


He flew up to her, and with an air r of the mild- 
eſt perturbation, was beginning an incoherent 
deprecation of her diſpleaſure. Matilda, without 
ſtaying to anſwer him, preſented the letter and 
returned immediately to the drefſing-room. From 
the window ſhe ſaw him-haſtily open the enve- 
Jope, and on beholding the contents tear them in 
fragments; then perceiving Lord Philip, who ap- 


Proached from the other end of the terrace, he 


ſtruck his hand to: his forchead — ruſhed out cf 
Jight. 


To leave Rathſtock-caſtle . . was 
now the reſolution of Matilda ; ; the only diffcul- 
ty was to deviſe a reaſon to aſſign to Lady Mel- 

roſs for ſo ſudden a departure. After much per- 
plexity the conſidered, that though. the family 
Might wonder, no one had any right to control 
her, and therefore concluded to ſpare herſelf the 
pain of inventing falſe excuſes, and ſimply ſigni- 
fy to her ladyſhip that ſhe was under an indiſpen- 
| fible neceſſity of going to London, acknowledge 
her ſenſe of the kindneſs ſhe had received at Rath- 
| Nock, but aſſure her at the ſame time it was not 
in her power either to remain there or n any 
more. | F 


For this purpoſe he was W a TONY to 
5 be e ene) to Lady Melroſs, but was 
1 told 


| 
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told that ſhe had gone with ſome of the compa- 
ny to pay a viſit at Penhurſt, and on account of 
the ſevere cold and the ſnow which had fallen 


ſince the morning, would not return till the fol- 


lowing day. This news was a diſappointment 
to Matilda, who impatiently counted the tedious 


hours which were paſſed as uſual with Selina. 
In the evening, inſtead of going into the draw- 
ing-room, ſhe employed herſelf in packing vp 


her clothes, and had juſt finiſhed, when Selina, 
running into the room in tears, exclaimed, © Qh, . 


Miſs Fitz-Aubin, papa is very ill; Lewſon would 


not let me go to wiſh him good night, and Lord 


Philip has ſent to let mama know, for Lewſon 


ſays he is in a high fever.” When the child was 


gone to bed, this intelligence ſeriouſly alarmed 


Matilda; ſhe blamed herſelf for the falſe tenderneſs 
which, for the ſake of Lady Melroſs, had detain- 
ed her at Rathſtock, and regretted that ſhe had 
not left it immediately on the firſt appearance of 
| particular partiality in bis lordſhip, yet at that 


time ſhe could ſcarcely have perſuaded herſcIf 
that his attention was any thing more than friend- 
ly politeneſs, nor could ſhe ever have ſurmiſed 


that it would have carried him ſo far; at preſert 


ſhe was willing to believe that the terror of Seli- 


| na and the apprehenſions of the family had cx- 


aggerated the danger, or that the fever might be 


| the effect of cold or ſome other cauſe—theſe re- 
leQions, and the uncertainty what plan to purſue. 
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when ſhe ſhould get to London; kept hor waking 
the whole night, and when the aroſe. i in the morn- 
ing, fo liſtleſs and fatigued, that it was with diß 
ficulty ſhe could attend to her uſual employments, 


ſſme heard on enquiry that Lord Melroſs was 


worſe, and that they yl ſync an expreſs 


= bor a phyſioian. 1 


Lady Melroſs retürned about noon, 100 Ma- 
0 tilda was ſurpriſed to ſee her ſoon after enter the 
 erefling-room, with a face inflamed with rage, 
and in terms the moſt virulent and inſulting, 


Mn order her inſtantly to leave the caſtle. 


„ You will not have the trouble of repeating 
your commands, madam, (replied ſhe) as I am 


8 under the neceſſity of going to London my 


Clothes have been packed ever ſince yeſterday, and 
5 | + ſhould have gone then, had 1 not n detured 
. dy your ladyſhip' 5 abſence.” | 


Ob, I know the a {heme bench | 

well, (returned ſhe) but I intend you ſhall ſet off 

without your travelling companion. I well know 

for what journey your clothes were packed, and 
I ſhall not fail to acknowledge my obligations to 

Jady Felicia, for the recommendation which has 
done her ſo much honor.” 


5 Al attempts at juſtification were offered in 
vain; Lady Melroſs would not hear a fingle ſy- 
Jable, and after venting her wrath with the moſt 

indecent 
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indecent tice, (fi her, with an injunction to 
be gone before the expiration of another hour. 


The ſpirit of Matilda, naturally ſofi and gentle, 
was rouſed, not quenched, by indignity. She 
learnt from her ladyſhip's raving accuſations, that 
ſhe was ſuſpected of having ſeduced the affecti- 
ons of her huſband; and though this ſaſpicion in 
ſome meaſure palliated her rudeneſs, it could not 


juſtify the poſitive violence of the charge, nor 


her obſtinate refuſal to liſten to any reply. She ſent, 
howeyer, to Lord Philip Mornay,. requeſting to 
ſpeak to him in the dreſſing- room, purpoſing to 
explain her own conduct and learn the grounds of 
her ladyſhip's injurious opinion, ſoftening as 
much as poſſible the conduct of Lord Melroſs, 
and truſting to Lord Philip hereafter to remove 


the prejudice of his lady.—But Lord Philip was 


no where to be found, and as there was no time 


to be loſt the then ſent for Lewſon, Lord Mel- 


roſs's gentleman, to- enquire. what conveyance 
ſhe could procure to the neareſt market town. 


He told her there was a poſt-chaiſe kept in 
the village, which would take her to a town 
where ſhe might find either a chaiſe or a public 


3 conveyance to Aberdeen, from thence to Edin- 


burgh, and fo on to London. This plan, as ſhe 


could ſuggeſt nothing better, was adopted, and 


ſending immediately for the chaiſe, ſhe requeſted 
Lewſon to Forward any letters that might be ad- 
creld 


28 
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dreſſed to her at Rathſtock after her departure. 
Not knowing whither to have them directed, ſhe 
could think of no other expedient than for them 


to be ſent to the inn where the Edinburgh coach 


put up, and call for them herſelf. The ſame ad- 
dreſs was put upon the trunk which contained her 
V hole wardrobe; when, without being permitted 


to ſee Selina, ſhe got into the chaiſe, and, con- 


ſoled only by the conſciouſneſs of her own inno- 
cence, left a manſion whence ſhe was expelled 
in diſgrace, by i nenen the moſt 1 nous 
| and unjuſt. 


At the ed of the firſt lies, ſhe took a "FW 
in the coach, as a leſs expenſive mode of travel- 
ling, and till they reached Edinburgh occupied it 
alone. In ruminating upon the drearineſs of her 
Future proſpects, it occurred to her, that if they 
ſhould there take up any female paſſengers, it was 
not impoſſible but that in ſo long a journey ſhe 
might be able to make herſ-]f an intereſt in their 


kindneſs, ſufficient to aſſiſt her in procuring ſome 


| ſituation in town. This hope however was diſ- 
appointed, for her only fellow travellers were two 
grave plodding men of buſineſs, who, when they 
were not ſleeping, entertained each other with 
dry diſſertations on trade and politics, or the af- 
Fairs of their neighbours in the Cannon-gate, 
From their converſation however ſhe gathered 
enough of their ſentiments to be convinced, that 


their minds were not of a ſtamp to encourage 
any 


MATI ILDA' FITZ-AU 1116. wed! 


ny application on her part, which, -deſtitute as 


ſhe was, might from their age and appearance 


have been made without impropriety, and- pro- 
bably not without fucceſs. It was evening when 
they got into London; the two gentlemen called 
a-hackney coach at the entrance of the town, 
and the forlora Matilda, who had neither friends 
nor a home, went on alone to the inn. 


Finding that ſhe could be accommodated with 


a bed, ſhe deſired to be ſhewn to her room; and, 
worn out with anxiety and fatigue, in the tem- 
porary oblivion of quiet ſlumber, loſt all ſorrow 


for the paſt and apprehenſion of the future. 


- Tt was late in the following day when ſhe aroſe, 


and her firſt care was to go to Clarges-ſtreet, and 


repeat her enquiries reſpecting the return of Mr. 
Darwick. She then found the reaſon that her 
letter was unanſwered, Mrs. Flemming had left 


the family before it was written, and it had been 
given to a relatien who had probably forgotten 


or neglected to ſend it to her. The ladies were 


not expected in town till the next month, and 


the ſervants ſhe ſaw could give no other account 
of their maſter than; that he was expected ſoon, 
but they knew not RC when. 


Lady Felicia had promiſed to write to her; but 
as no letter had arrived, ſhe fancied it might by 


ſome means have been loſt, and as ſhe was parti- 
_ cularly anxious to aft to her ladyſhip a juſti- 
. fication 
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fication of her conduct, which might refute the 
aſperſions of Lady Melroſs, ſhe proceeded to Ar- 
lington-ſtreet, to procure information whither to 


addreſs her letter ; ſhe ſaw the houſe ſteward who 


told her that the duke had had a ſecond attack, 


which obliged them to ſtop at Cambray, and that 


the laſt accounts gave very little hopes of his re- 


covery. At ſuch a time, and in ſuch circum- 


ſtances, to intrude upon the affliction of her ami- 


able friend, with any unpleaſant news of her own 


concerns, or the culpable conduct of Lord Mel- 
'rofs, appeared to Matilda a want of delicacy and 
feeling which no perſonal inconvenience could 


have induced her to practiſe, and ſhe returned 
fatigued and diſpirited to the inn. A maid ſer- 
vant, who came up to aſk what ſhe choſe for 
dinner, recalled her attention to another cauſe 
for uneaſineſs in the low ſtate of her finances, 
Without anſwering to the queſtion, ſhe deſired 


to ſpeak to the miſtreſs of the houſe,” and the 


girl in a few minutes came back with a meſſage 
that her miſtreſs would come to her directly. i 


-She was ſenſible that ſhe could not ſupport the 


 expence of remaining at the inn, and thought 
that the landlady might be able to recommend 


| her to ſome cheap and reputable lodging, and 
perhaps aſſiſt her in procuring ſome needle work 
for her ſupport till Mr. Darwick returned. Theſe 
were her thoughts when they were ihterrupted 


by the entrance of a ew y, vulgar looking wo- 


11! , a Da > tad as 


many 
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man, with her hair full dreſſed, and a weeping 
train of dirty muſlin, who came ſwimining into 
the room with an air which proved that ſhe 
thought herſelf a prodigious fine lady. Matilda 
immediately explained her buſineſs, and requeſted 
to know if ſhe could recommend her to any ſuch 
ſituation or employment, till her guardian, who 
was daily expected, arrived from abroad. 


+ 


A ſupercilious ſmile ſpread itſelf over the coun- 


tenance of the hoſteſs, as ſhe replied, ** why, to 
be ſure, Miſs, its a little extraordinary, that a 
young lady of your appearance ſhould come here 
ſo far in a ſtage coach, and not know nobody at 


your journey's end.—However, that's not my 


| buſineſs—as to the matter of work, 9 8 have not 


been in the way of knowing people as wanted 
any ſuch thing, but for a lodging, I dares to fay . 
Tom the waiter can tell of one; for, I ſuppoſe, 
it would not ſuit you to ſtay here, as my houſe is 


uſed to the very beſt of company, and ladies at 
no time is but bad cuſtomers at an inn.“ 


In this part of her oration ſhe was called away, 


and a ſervant ſoon after came, to ſay, that ſhe 


could recommend a ready furniſhed lodging at 


the houſe of a relation of her own, if ſhe choſe . 


to go and ſee it. To this propoſal ſhe aſſented; 


and, attended by the girl, went in a backney 


coach, which ſtopped, by her direQion, at the 
„ hop 
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ſhop of a working brazier in Red Lion- dle, 
| Holborn. 


This ready furniſhed lodging was a b back room 
up two pair of ſtairs; whoſe only furniture con- 
ſiited of a deal abt two old leather bottomed 
chairs, and a ſmall preſs bed i in one corner. 


Matilda, as ſhe caſt her eyes round this diſmal 
apartment, ſighed, on recollecting that to object 
to its comfortleſs appearance would be vain, ſince 
it was poſſible that even this might, e're long, 
be an accommodation beyond the reach of her 
_ purſe. She agreed, therefore, with the people 
of the houſe, and having directed a fire to be 
made, returned to ſettle with the miſtreſs of the 
inn. In the evening ſhe took poſſeſſion of her 

new lodging, and exhauſted by fatigue and ſorrow, 
from mere weakneſs, once more found refuge in 


= ſleep. 


She fat out the next morning to endeavour to 
procure ſome work, and recollecting the ſhop 
. which had employed Miſs Harland, there made 
her firſt application. They anſwered, that they 
had already more hands engaged than they had 
Vork for;—at ſome other places ſhe received the 

ſame reply; at others, that they never gave any 
cut of the Houſe; and at all was unſucceſsful. 
It became neceſſary, however, to fix upon ſome- 
thing, as her whole ſtock of money amounted 
only to a few ſhillings, not more than ſufficient 

7 t0 
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to pay the rent of her room for one week. In 
this ſituation ſhe had no other reſource than to 
part with ſome-of her wearing apparel, and for 
that purpoſe applied to Mrs. Mills, the woman 
of the houſe, who underiook to diſpoſe of them; 
but the ſum procured by this means was very 
_ trifling, as her clothes, though neat and faſhion- 
able, were not of great value, and ſhe already 
anticipated the end of this expedient, without 
the proſpect of finding any other. 
But in the midſt of this diſtreſs, ſhe had {till 
the conſolation of reflecting, that it was nct 
brought on by any act of vice or cf felly; and 
the evils of her preſent ſituation, even in the 
moment of ſuffering them, ſhe would cheerfully 
have preferred to affluence purchaſed with diſho- 
nour. Nor once did ſhe regret the firmneſs with 
which ſhe had rejected a propoſal that would have 
exempted her for ever from the dread of poverty. 
er love for Beachwood, was a ſentiment too ge- 
nerous and too exalted to be debaſed by any mer- 
cenary conſiderations of ſcl-convenience; ard 
no ſeverity of perſonal ſuffering cculd, for a me- 
ment, be put in competition with the dreadful 
idea of involving him in unhappineſs and fami'y 

_ diſgrace. Endeavouring to find comfort from 
theſe eireuniſtances, her ſole reliance was on the 
ſpeedy return of Mr. Darwick ; well Lnowing, 7 

5 that w? 4 to his lady would but prov oke 
| i alt 
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inſult and upbraiding, without obtaining any 
.real advantage. | 


Thus paſſed two melancholy weeks: during 
which ſhe employed herſelf upon a piece of em- 
broidery ſhe had begun at Rathſtock ; hoping, 
that when finiſhed, ſhe might be able to diſpoſe 
of it; for, wholly unaceuſtomed to fuch tranſacti- 
ons, the had truſted to the woman of the houſe 
in the diſpoſal of her clothes; who, whether 
from ignorance or diſhoneſty, obtained ſo trifling 
an equivalent, that frugally as ſhe lived, this re- 
ſource was likely ſoon to be exhauſted, In leaving 
Rathſtock, the liberal appointment which had 
been ſettled, when ſhe undertook the education 
of Selina, was not paid. Lady Melroſs, engroſſed 


by her rage, had not thought of it and Matilda 


was too proud to mention, or even accept it, had 
. it been offered, under the circumſtances of her 
diſmiſſion. From the trifling - preſents ſhe had 
received, at different times, from Mrs. Harrowby 
and Mr. Darwick, ſhe might have made ſome 
proviſion for the day of calamity, had ſhe fore- 
ſeen its approach ; but it had ever been a maxim 
with Matilda, that there is little merit in acts of 
beneficence, if we know not to ſacrifice our other 


gratifications to the delight of performing them; 


for to beftow no more than we can conveniently 


ſpare, without intrenching upon our own luxu- 


_ ries, is no more an exertion of virtue, than giv- 
ing a penny to a beggar, which, though it jay 
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enrich him, is not felt as any diminution of our 
own ſtore. Acting upon this principle, inſtead 
of ſaving, ſhe had been in the habit of conſtant 
ſelf-denial; and to relieve the neceſſities of others, 
had not merely appropriated ſuperfluities, but 
given up conveniences, which, but for that con- 
fideration, would have been deemed indiſpenſibly 
eſſential, but which, that alone enabled her to 
ſacrifice with pleaſure. 


Amidſt theſe misfortunes, ſhe was ſinking faſt 
under the languor and debility of a nervous fever, 
which had attacked her before ſhe left Rathſtock, 


and increaſed, from the fatigue of ſo long a jour- 


ney in ſuch ſevere weather, and the uncaſineſs of 
mind ſhe had ſuffered ſince her arrival: this in- 
diſpoſition prevented any efforts for obtaining a 
place as governeſs, or.attendant in any family, 
as the laſſitude and faintneſs incident to this dif- 
order, incapacitated her for the duties of ſuch 


an undertaking. Advice, ſhe well knew, would 


be aſked in vain, ſince no medicine could remove 


the cauſe. of her illneſs—and thus, without a i 


friend to ſooth, or a hope to cheer her, the be- 
nevolent Matilda, whoſe heart ever open to the 
unfortunate, had delighted even to anticipate the 


ſupplication of the wretched, was now herſelf 


pining in fiekneſs, indigence, and ſolitude, deſti- 
tute of the comforts, and with a proſpect of want 
* even the common neceſſarics of life. 


* 


N 
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One evening, as ſhe was ſitting over a few 
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dying embers, the woman of the houſe coming 
haſtily into the room, ſaid, a gentleman was 


below who deſired to ſee her, She had left her 
addreſs in Clarges- ſtreet, and a gleam of Joy dart- 


ed upon her mind from the poſſibility that the 
enquirer might be Mr. Darwick—© did he not 


tell you his name? (aſked ſhe,) is he an elderly 
man?“ “ No, Miſs, (anſwered Mrs. Mills,) 


and he was ſo mortally muffled up, I could not 


fee his face, but he is a tall thin gentleman, and 
as nigh as I can gueſs, ſeems to be a young one,” 


The perſon of Beachwood reſembled this de- 


ſcription; and though ſhe could not account for 
the motives of ſuch a viſit, or imagine by what 
means he had been able to trace her, it was ſtill 
leſs likely that a ſtranger ſhould have taken that 


trouble, and ſhe had no other acquaintance in- 


tereſted in diſcovering her.—The protection he 
had once offered in the name of his father, dur- 
ing the abſence of Mr. Darwick, now recurred 
to her memory, and ſhe thought it probable, 
that if he had by any accident heard of her fitu- 
ation, he might be come to repeat it.—While 
ſhe heſitated whether to admit his viſit, or ſend 
an apology for refuſing it, a ſtrange ſtep was 
heard on the ſtair caſe, and Mrs. Mills, who ſtood 
with the door in her hand, exclaimed, © Law, 


 Miſs!—here's the gentleman himſelf:“ without 


waiting for any other introduction, he entered 
8 11 . 5X the 
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the room, and Matilda beheld—not Beachwood, 


but Lord Philip Mornay. 


She had riſen from her chair, but on recog- 
niſing her viſitor, ſurpriſe was ſucceeded by diſ- 
appointment, and ſhe fat down again without 
aſking any queſtions, waiting to hear what reaſon 
he would affign for this extraordinary intruſion. 


le apologized but Matilda, who fancied 
that there was in his manner ſomething mere of 
exultation than reſpeQ, cut ſhort his apologies 


and profeſſions, by ſaying, —** But, my Lord, you 


do not tell me to whom, or to what particular 
circumſtance, I am indebted for the honor of this 
familiar viſit, which, without ſome indiſpenſible 


neceſſity, your own ſenſe of propriety would 
doubtleſs have prevented.” 


Eis lordſhip, with all his 1 ſacked 


ſtaggered by this abrupt queſtion, and the proud 


diſpleaſure which was evidently excited by this 
_ condeſcending mark of his attention,—He attri- 
- buted it however to his eſteem for her character; 
concern for the injurious ſuſpicions of Lady Mel- 
roſs; and the intercſt he took in whatever relat- 
ed to Miſs Fitz-Aubin.— Lord Melroſs, he ſaid, 
was recovering from his illneſs, but had not yet 
ſcen his Lady, nor ever ſpoken to his attendants, 
except when it was abſolutely neceſſary. He ac- 


counted to her for the means by which her lady- 
Bip had been led to the ſuſpicions that rouſed 


her 
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her violent wrath : but when ſhe aſked him for an 
- addreſs to Lady Felicia, replied, that he could 
not exactly tell where a letter would meet with 
her, as the Duke's indiſpoſition, though he was 
not now in ſuch imminent danger, rendered their 
progreſs very uncertain, but offered to forward 


any letter of her's along with his next packet, — 


Finding that Matilda was not inclined to adopt 
this expedient, he then adviſed her to direct it to 
be left at the Poſt Houſe at Sultzbach, and with 
this addreſs ſhe was obliged to be content. He 


£ | then, after many proſcſſions of friendſhip and eſ- 


teem, took his leave, but not till he had requeſt- 
ed that ſhe would permit him, for the preſent, to 
be her banker, and drew from his pocket book a 
note, which he was about to offer, when Matil- 
daa, ſhrinking from the propoſal, peremptorily 


refuſed the money, and requeſted that he would 
not give himſelf the trouble of calling again, 
as ſhe ſhould he obliged, from the delicacy due to 


her own character, to refuſe ſeeing hin a 


A few days afterwards, notwithſtanding this 
prohibition, on returning from a walk to purchaſe 
ſome materials for her work, ſhe heard that he 
had again been enquiring for her, and finding her 
out, had left a letter, which, on opening, con- 


tained a repetition of his former profeſſions, in a 
ſtyle ſomewhat more free and unguarded, and in- 


cloſed a hank noe for 20], 


. 
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Matilda immediately went to defire that the 
people in the ſhop would tell him, if he came 
again, that ſhe faw no company; reſolved to 
look out for ſome other lodging, remove thither 
in a hackney coach, which would prevent his 
troubling her any more with either letters or vi- 
ſits: the note ſhe encloſed in a blank cover, di- 
rected to Lord Philip, and ſent it by a porter to 
the Duke of G—— houſe, in Arlington-fſtreet. 
But the weather, which was intenſely cold, with 
continual falls of ſnow and rain, prevented her 
going out in ſearch of another habitation; and 
during this confinement, ſhe applied herſelf to 
finiſh the embroidery, which was now her laſt 
reſource, though reduced to ſuch extreme weak- 
neſs as to be n unable to 2 up E 
the Vi: ; 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. xXVIl. 


4 f 
1 . 2 REN 


Lonp PHILIP, with inferior talents, had 
more art and leſs virtue than his brother; he 
equally admired Matilda, but his * was 
not like that of Lord Melroſs, an involuntary 


ſentiment, which had imperceptibly increaſed till 


it deſtroyed the peace of the mind that harboured 
it. He was a livertine upon ſyſtem, and from 


his firſt acquaintance, had determined to leave 


no methods unattempted to accompliſh his aban- 


doned ſcheme. Her eſtabliſhment in his brother's 


; family ſeemed unfavorable to its ſucceſs, and he 
went to Rathſtock with little hopes of any op- 
portunity of proſecuting his deſigns, but merely 


by way of a lounge during the holidays, which 
might be a little enlivened by Sulig himſelf 


With her. 
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A very little time and obſervation ſufficed to 
viſcover the ſentiments of Lord Melroſs; and 
this diſcovery opened a way for other plans, He 


had penetration to ſee that Matilda, ſo far from 


returning his partiality, either diſliked it or was 
totally unconſcious of its exiſtence: ; as her atten- 
tion to his lordſhip never went beyond a neceſſary 


degree of politeneſs, and ſo far from wiſhing to 


attract his notice, ſhe abſented herſelf as much as 
poſſible from the drawing-room,' or when obliged 
to remain there, rather ſhunned than ſought his 
converſation. Yet the ſtate of his lordſhip's mind 


was ſo apparent, that nothing more was want- 


ing than to point it out to Lady Melroſs, well 


aſſured from his knowledge of her violent cha- 


racter, that the diſcovery would procure the in- 
ſtant diſmiſſion of Matilda —he had given ſeve- 
ral hints upon the ſubject, which were only laugh- 
ed at or diſregarded, till his brother was ſeized 
with the fever, which deprived him of his ſenſes, 
and he raved inceſſantly of Miſs Fitz-Aubin, and 
of carrying her to Switzerland. This was an 


incontrovertible proof of his paſſion ; and Lord 
Philip, under pretence of fraternal ſolicitude, diſ- 
patched an expreſs to acquaint Lady Melroſs with 


the danger of her Lord, and the neceſſity of her 
immediate return. She-arrived, and every thing 


happened as he expected on entering the apart- 


ment Lord Melroſs was ſitting up in det raving 


in all the violence of delirium of Matilda, and 


his 
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his e journey; ; then uttering imprecations 
agoinſt his wife, and ordering his attendants to 
bring him pen and ink, he wrote a few incohe- 
rent lines, which were no ſooner finiſhed than 
| torn and others begun. But amidft all the wil, 
wanderings of temporary frenzy, the ſubje& was 
ſtill the ſame, and though no certain information 
could be gathered from what he either ſaid or 
wrote, it was evident that Matilda was the  obje& 
of his love, and the cauſe of his preſent alicna- 

tion of reaſon, The fury of Lady Melroſs was 

now beyond all bounds, * What can be the rea. 
fon of all this writing? (cried ſhe to Lord Philip) 
do you think they have ever correſponded?” © | 
know not, (he coolly anſwered) but I ſaw him 
yeſterday tearing a letter in violent anger, poſ- | 
ſibly its contents may have occaſioned all this | 
agitation.” Her ladyſhip inſtantly fetched the 
keys of his writing table, but found nothing to 
intereſt her curioſity, except the fragments df 
two letters which were juſt begun; one of them 
was evidently addreſſed to Matilda. It had been 
written before that ſne had received, and was 
nearly to the ſame purpoſe as far as it went; the 
other was to ſome friend, and nine dan 
the N lines: 


« Rathſtck, 0a. 4: 


. How coldly you can reaſon! as if a few 
| Tow had deſtroyed all recollection of the time, 


when, 
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wheo, He the loſs of Fliza, you ſuffered half as 
much as I do now—1 read your letter and I felt 
your friendſhip as it deſerves; yet could you once 
ſce her you might pity, but you would ceaſe to 
counſel me, for you would acknowledge that the 
ſentiments ſhe inſpires are indelible and admit not 
of cure. When I look at this charming woman 
25 ſhe ſits in the midſt of my children, watching 
over their improvement with all the affection as 
well as anxiety of a mother, I feel a veneration, 
which, while it increaſes my paſſion, forbids me 
to reveal. it. A compariſon that heightens her 
character then occurs, and, curſing the fatal con- 
nexion that has undone me, I fly from her pre- 
ſence, but, inſtead of ſeeking the relief you pro- 
poſe in the company of others, in the ſolitary 
receſſes of the foreſt I hide . from ſociety I 
abhor. “ 


Theſe papers which had been put into a * EP 
e probably with an intention at the time 
of being finiſhed, but afterwards forgotten, were 
all that the ſearch afforded. No writing of Ma- 
tilda's was found, nor could either of theſe in juſ- 
"tice tend to eriminate her. But it was not a 
moment for candid diſquiſition. Lord Philip 
hen applied to, declined giving any advice upon 
fo delicate a ſubject; convinced that her ladyſſiip 
wanted no urging, he left her to the workings of 
her own reſentment, and to prevent any appeal 
"Fg made to bim! in the courſe of the eclaireiſſe: 
ment, 
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ment, ordered his horfe and rode out, having 


firſt given private inſtructions to his ſervant to 


examine the directions put upon Miſs Fitz 


Aubin's trunks, and endeavour to learn the Place 
of her deſtination. _ 


Hie found on returning, that the conſequences 
had been ſuch as he expected; and he might now 
hope, that Matilda, friendleſs and diſgraced, 
would be thrown into his power. In this hope, 


he left Rathſtock the moment Lord Melroſs was 


pronounced out of danger, eager to improve the 
opportunity while his ſiſter and Mr. Darwick 
were abroad. Profligate and unprincipled, he 
felt neither remorſe for his infamous ſchemes, 
nor reſpect for the virtues of their object. Con- 
vinced ſhe had never loved his brother, he enter- 
tained little doubt of ſucceſs if he could once in- 
tereſt her gratitude, by making her wholly depen- 
dent upon himſelf. But his triumph was ſome- 
what abated, when inſtead of the reception he 
expected, his friendſhip and ſympathy were re- 
ceived not merely with indifference but with in- 
dignation. This rebuff prevented the declarati- 


ons of love and admiration he had been planning 


on his journey, and which having too fatally 
ſucceeded with many others, he concluded might 
be equally fortunate with her. He had found 


means to engage the woman of the houſe in his 


intereſt, and learnt from her the ' reſources to 


which her tenant was reduced. Y et his aſſiſtance 


was 
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Was fuſed. in a manner which implied that ſhe 
regarded the offer as an inſult, and with an im- 
patient haughtineſs of temper, which from his 
childhood cculd never brook reproof or diſap- 


pointment, he was obliged by the perverſeneſs 


of a woman, either to relinquiſh his darling pro- 
jet, or to truſt its accompliſhment to the ſlow- 
working influence of time and diſſimulation. 


Matilda took advantage of the firſt clear day 


to walk to the inn, and enquire if any letters had 


been addreſſed to her there. She received a 


packet incloſed and forwarded by Lewſon ; but 
on opening the cover, ſeeing that inſtead of the 
expected letter from Lady Felicia, the directien 


was in a hand unknown to her, as ſhe had no 
other correſpondent, ſhe ſuppoſed it was the an- 
ſwer from Mrs, Fleming, which had at length 
found its way to Rathſtcek ; and as its contents 
were now of little conſequence, ſhe put it in her 


pocket book without breaking the ſea]; finding 
her ſtrength too much exhauſted to walk far in 
queſt of lodgings, exerted the little that remain- 


eld to reach Clarges-ſtreet, and make one more 
enquiry after Mr. Darwick. The anſwer was 


the ſame. as before, that he was expected very 
ſoon, and requeſting the ſervant immediately on 


his arrival to deliver the note ſhe had left for him, 2 
tired, wet, and low-ſpirited, ſhe returned once 5 


more to ber W home. 
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It was duſk when the got to Red- lion· ſtreet 


and having aſcended to her forlorn apartment, 

the fat down by a little ſmoky fire, ſhivering 

with cold, and lighted only by the dim glimmer. 
ing of one ſmall taper, to explore the contents of 
her letter. But what was her ſurpriſe, when 
looking at the bottom of the ſheet ſhe _ the 
name of Beachwood. + 


The paper fell Frm Fa oak, and ſhe uttered 
an involuntary ſcream, as if he himfelf had 


5 1 been ſuddenly prefent before her. With the 


moſt violent trepidation ſhe then. took. it up and 
read as follows: N TY | 


te + Bath, Jan. 10, 1788. 


. In that fant: moment when 1 tore myſelf 
from Rathſtock-caſtle, I was ſtill permitted to be- 
lieve, that had my viſit been ſanctioned by my 
father, it had not been made in vain— dear and 
Rattering aſſurance, which even then ſoftened 
the bitterneſs of diſappointment, and which 1 


now recal as the pledge of future happineſs, and 


the baſis of all my hopes. 


« Yet, ere I dwell upon proſpetts fo delight- 


ful as to me are the preſent, it is neceſſary to re- 
vert to the events of that melancholy period, or 
my beloved Miſs Fitz-Aubin will ſuſpeR that! 
am again ſoliciting her favor,.with no better cre- 
dentials than the deluſive preſumption which ſhe 
then ſo ſeverely reproved. 


e I re- 
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my friends 5 purport of my journey, its il 
ns and my ſettled reſolution riever to form 
y other connexion. My father was expected to 


bin us, and 1 delayed the explanation till his ar- 
rival, not chooſing to truſt it to a letter, which 


2 


Would give him time to confirm all his objecti- . 


ons before we met. Some buſineſs relative to a 


law-ſuit detained him in London, and while his 


ſtay was protracted from week to week, we re- 
ceived an account that he was dangerouſly ill. 


I baſtened to London, but it was ſome time be- 


fore I ventured to hazard a ſubject that might 


oonſion a diſpute, and would certainly at firſt be 


heard with diſpleaſure. When he was ſufficiently 
recovered to bear the fatigue of travelling, we 


came hither; and I then confeſſed the Rep I had 
taken, and thee unabated affection which had 5 


geſted it. 


I 


[2 Aub acknowledgement produced much rca- 
ſoning on both ſides; neither were eaſily to be 
convinced ; but as in all conteſts one party muſt 


ultimately yield, that hard ſubmiſſion would x pro- 
bably have been mine, had not ſome circum- 
ſtacnes intervened to ſave me from the dreadful al- 


ternative of quarrelling with my father, or pay- 


ing a conſtrained obedience to his will. 


_& Sir Charles Leſlie, who arrived at Path 1 


after us, brought the news of Miss Darwick's 
> .H 


| marriage. x 
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marriage. She has been for ſome time the wife 
of a foreigner who paſſes for a Poliſh baron, 
though the general opinion is, that his title is not 
very well authenticated —This intelligence 
deſtroyed one of the favorite hopes of my fa- 
mily ; the other was already extinguiſhed by the 
marriage of Lady Mary B-—, whoſe uncle 
had diſpoſed of her to an old governor juſt arriv- 
ed from the Eaſt, for On he is to procure 2 
title. | 


«Theſe events FP more 8 dining 
my father's conſent than any arguments I could 
have adduced. The connexion Miſs Darwick 
has formed, fo repugnant to prudence, and with- 
out the eoncurrence of her friends, forfeited the 
good opinion of my mother, who had almoſt 
_ adored her, and weakened the credit my father 
had hitherto given to repreſentations which he 
had believed to originate in that prudence ſhe 
no fo openly violated, and I brought them to 
confeſs they had been miſtaken in the lady who 
was to have conſtituted. the happineſs of their 
ſon.—While, in hearing my account of our in- 
terview at Rathſtock, they could not withhold 
the admiration due to a character, where a maſ- 
_<uline ſtrength of underſtanding and principle 
is blended with irreſiſtible gentleneſs of manners, 
and the molt faſcinating ſoftneſs of heart. 


> The arrival of Major Persfield completely 
| yanguiſhes 
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: vanquiſhed all remaining objections. You will 
fee the propoſal contained in his letter; for my- 


nion, and it is but juſtice to him to acknowledge, 
that to his generoſity I in a great ane owe 
my aher 8 xeonplignce. © | 


Tags And now, my loved Ae. it reſts with 
you. to confirm the hopes and accede to the wiſhes 
of all our family. I ſhall ſet off for Rathſtock- 
caſtle as ſoon as I can leave my father, who, 


though now out of all danger, is gratified by my 


" attendance. Will you then condeſcend to ſoften 


ſtancy, as in ſentiments uncqualled. Reſent not 
the ſeruples of thoſe, who not knowing your 
yirtues, have not ſooner done them juſtice, and 


honor they now unite to ſolicit, In pity then 


wiſh of my father and mother, and will bind 
them to you for ever, by the ties of affeCtion and 
ee for the happineſs conferred on 


— 


Your faithfully and eteraall y devoted, 


4 


: Fowarp LESLIE Bracuwoon.” 
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ſelf I wiſh it not; but others differ from my opi- 


this interval, by a proof that you are ſtill the a 
ſame, unaltered in heart, and unſhaken in con- 


forget that they would once ha ve rejected the 


withhold not the conſent which is now the firſt. 
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To Mis Pry, | 
215 in the preceding.) . 


Bath, Fon. 10, 1788. 


- Myc dear Min Piez-Aubies,* f 


« will make no apology for this addreſs, but 
rely upon your goodneſs to excuſe my freedom, 
And at the ſame time to make me happy by grant- 
ing the requeſt I ſhall afterwards mention. But 
in order to explain my reafons, I muff firſt trou- 
ble you with a | brief account of mp own con- 

eerns. 


66: My father died Win I was ten years old, 
leaving my mother with a very flender income 
to provide for me and a ſifter, then an infant; a 
friend of my father's who was rich, took charge 
of my education, and at the age of eighteen ſent 
me out to India as a cadet. I remained there ſix 
and twenty years, during whieh time my mother 
and ſiſter both died. The latter had been mar- 
ried very young to a clergyman, and lived only 
two years afterwards. I acquired a fortune in 
che ſervice, which, though not ſplendid, was 
ſufficient for my wiſhes, and I had the ſatisfaction 
of knowing that it was not obtained with diſho- 
nor. A legacy from a brother- officer conſiderably 
1 Angreafed 1 15. and on returning to England! I mar- 
ricy 
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ried a relation of the Duke of G————, whoſe 
ill ſtate of health obliged us to reſide ehiefly i in 
the South of France. I had taken a journey 
into the country where my mother reſided, to in- 
quire if any of her family were till living; but 
all was changed, the place, the people, which 
had been dear to me when a child, were now no 
more. MV Siſter's huſband was alf6 dead, and 
from the clergyman who ſucceded him in the 
living, J tearnt that ſhe had left one daughter, 
who it was believed had died abroad, whither ſhe 
went after the loſs of her father. 


— Since the death of my wiſe, witch 1 
| about four years ſince, I have lived wholly in 
England; but neither here nor in France could I 
ever trace any account of my niece, and I there- 
fore concluded that ſhe had died, as was ſup- 
poſed, ſoon after ſhe went over, and was We 
interred. 


en I firſt ſaw you, 1 was druck with 4 
wiſh that ſhe had lived and reſembled you. With- | 
out a relation of my own in the world, or any 
intimate connexions in Europe, I felt a ſtrong 
deſire to adopt you as my daughter, but a ſhort 
acquaintance with. Mr. Leſlie Beachwoad,. con- 
vinced me he had, views. which would offer you 
another and a better eſtabliſnment. - Wulen I left 
you at Rathſtock, IL was engaged öto join a party 
el friends who! were going upon the Moors. 1 
arrived 
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arrived amongſt ther juſt as they had failed the 
plan of an excurſion to the Weſtern: Iſles. A 
veſſel was hired, ae” hey: donsrdenke we near fix 
weeks. CCC 


4 Inſtead of returning to Scarborough, which 
by that time was bleak and defer ted, I ſat out for 
my own houſe in Cumberland. An accident 
which happened to one of the horſes, detained 
me at a ſmall town where I had no acquaintance, 
and in rambling about the ſtreets, my attention 

was excited by a young woman in the window of 
a milliner's ſhop, whoſe face ſtruck me as the 
moſt beautiful I had ever ſeen; recolleQing that 
I wanted ſome gloves, I went in, and while I 
was looking at them, another lady addreſſed her 
by the name of Harland ; the name ſtruck me, 
and without troubling you with a minute detail 
of queſtions and replies, it is ſufficient to ſay that 
I found this fame young woman was my long 
: ſought niece; the child of that ſiſter whom I had 
left an infant when I went to India, and who 
| died when her en Was day two months 
old. e eee, 5 : 


; « The evening was ſpent i in mutual r narration 
5 and enquiries. She informed me that having 
loſt her father when very young, ſhe was taken 
under the protection of an aunt, who was alſo 
dead, that ſhe then went abroad, and after many 
viciſſitudes, was at length ſettled,” much to her 
con ſatisfaction, where I ſaw her. I then pro- 
Sg OT „ ppc 
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oe that ſhe ſhould. quit her preſent abode; re- 
fide with me and inherit my fortune, but to my 
infinite aſtoniſhment this offer was rejected; and 
when I teſtified my diſappointment, not without 
ſome diſpleaſure at the refuſal, ſhe acknow- 
ledged that her imprudence had rendered it im- 
poſſible to comply with my requeſt, without ſub- 
jecting me to diſgrace from the relationſhip, and 
herſelf to the public ſhame of being recognized 
and remembered with diſhonor. She then re- 
lated the particular circumſtances of her life, 
concealing only the name of the wretch who 
_ firſt betrayed her. But how great was my ſur- 
4 priſe, when, at the concluſion of her account, ; 
having enquired the name of the lady to whom 
ſhe owes her preſent comfortable eſtabliſhment, : 
the named Miss F itz-Aubin. 


VJou are no ſtranger to 125 gor, of this 
-unhappy girl, you will therefore join with mein 
opinion, that the objections to her returning 
again into the world are inſuperable, and an ad- 
dition of an hundred a year is all that ſhe will 
accept. Since then my intention of adopting 
her is fruſtrated by her own miſconduct, let me 


a find j in Miss Fi 1tz-Aubin, the daughter I ſought h 
in ber. 2 


e My 3 PR your a had 1 | | 

8 inen rife to this wiſh, but it is now become 1 
ot of gratitude as well as inclination. To 
g you 
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pou I owe that my poor Catharine is ſtill living, | 
and reſtored, if not to virtue, at leaſt to peni- 
| tence and peace! In leaving Cornwall ſhe dropt 
the name of Harland, and aſſimed a fictitious 
one, by which ſhe has been known in the world; 
and while ſhe remains in her preſent line of life, 
this circumſtance, joined to the obſcurity of her 
| ſitvation, will probably preſerve her from diſeo- 
very. Let me then have the honor of conſider- 
ing you as my daughter, and ſecuring to you 
immediately, a part of that wealth which will 
then be your 8 and as a proof of my diſin- 
tereſted regard for your happineſs, I am content 
to relinquiſh the pleaſure of your ſociety, and 
begin my guardianſhip, by beſtowing you upon 
another, as the beſt -means of perpetuating the 
felicity you have fo nobly deſerved. Mr. Leflic 
- Beachwood, who incloſes this letter, will make 
all proper explanations, It is therefore unneceſ- 
ar to add more, than that his ſucceſs and your 
bFonſent to my requeſt are all I now have to hope, 
e confer. equal pleaſure and honor, upon 
1 20. een ſervant, n 


eee PIRIFLLLD.”: | 


villa 1 I were = the emotions of Ma- 
tilda, when ſhe had finiſhed the reading of, theſe . 
letters. From the date it appeared that they ar- 
rived at Rathſtock a ſew days after her gepartute, 


5 and probubly ſince that time Beachwood! himſelf. 


had 


Re 
1 
N 
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nad been therew=dh what light muſt he-now-re- 


gard the object of his former ſolieitude, when 
Lady Melroſs, with all the violence dictated by 
the- ſenſe of her ſuppoſed injuries, had doubtleſs 
repreſented her as unprincipled and unworthy, 
the deſtroyer of family peace, and the artful ſe- 


ducer of her Lord's affections. Were not this the 


caſe he would certainly have viſited her, ſince 
the ſame means of diſcovery were open to him 
as to Lord Philip or if any return of his father's 
illneſs had prevented his leaving Bath, other let- 
ters would ere this have been forwarded fromm 


Rathſtock. At one moment ſhe reſolved to write; 
then to wait for the chance of ſeeing him; un- 
certain an what to determine, and every way 


miſerable, ſhe paſſed the melancholy hours; now | 


weeping over the tenderneſs of Beachwood's let- 
ter, then half diſtracted at the idea of ore 
eſteem and miſſing the happineſs it offered. 


A ſleepleſs night increaſed her fever and * 


Fon, of ſpirits. She exerted. herſelf however 


to write to him, eager to leave a vindication of 


her conduct, which ſhe now began to fancy ſhe 


might not live to repeat in a perſonal conference; 
and dreading the poſſibility that her character 
might! be ſullied in his opinion, when ſhe herſelf 5 
was no longer preſent to clear it. Of this letter 


ſhe: took a copy, and the writing of them em- 
ployed her great part of the day. 'In the evening 


| hy: Was 8 A by another viſit from Lord Phi- 


W's. 


by 
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lip Mornay ; he entered the room with a flight | 
_ apology for his intruſion, and then without any 
encouragement drew a chair, and, ſitting down, 
began to addreſs her in a ſtyle of freedom and 
earneſtneſs, which was evidently heightened by 
intoxication. Matilda, offended and terrified, 

aroſe without making any reply, and was ſlowly 
moving to leave the room, when his lordſhip 
\ ſtarting to the door, ſet himſelf againſt it, ex- 
_ claiming, © Stay, cruel girl; what apprehenſions 
.can you have from. the. moſt fervent. of your 
adorers; why would you fly? what is at you fear?” 
« Nothing, my Lord, (returned ſhe, aſſuming an 
air of the moſt dignified ſpirit,) I fear nothing; 
though unfortunate, I am neither guilty nor de- 
graded; and having never forfeited my title to 
reſpect, T have no reaſon, to think that any one 
will dare to inſult me.” * Why then do you 
wiſh to fly met”? 4 Becauſe your viſit itſelf is 
unpleaſant to me, and improper in the eyes of 
the world. 1 have already told you ſo, and 1 
vill not be compelled to endure WW 8 


| She then ſat down, and Lord Philip * 
to his chair, ineffectually endeavoured to ſoften 
and appeaſe her. To all his ſtudied profeſſions, 
ſhe anſwered only by inſiſting upon his imme- 
diate departure; while her anger and earneſtneſs, 
V giving more Powerful expreſſion to her fea- 
tures and: deepening the hectie glow of her cheeks, 
"increaſed: at once * r beauty and his $ admiration. 
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As he ſtill continued to declare his high eſteem 
and reſpect for her, % My Lord, (cried ſhe, im- 
patiently i interrupting him,) you may ſpare your- 
ſelf the trouble of profeſſions ſo evidently falſe, 
while you remain here in defiance of my diſ- 
pleaſure, without any other motive or pretext for 
intruding yourſelf upon me, than the belief that 
IT am ynproteGed, and therefore to be offended 
with ; impunity.” 


5 « For heaven's ſake, retinol he) 40 not fo 
eruell y miſinterpret my views my heart was de- 
voted to you from our firſt meeting, and — 


"RM Lord Philip, (faid Matilda,) ad are 
your views, vou ſhall no longer have any pre- 
| tence for coming hither,—I am no ſtranger io 
your character, and I am- not to be duped by 
fine ſpeeches. But I will be very explicit with 
you, and 1 therefore declare, that were you even 
at this moment to offer me your hand and for- 
tune, I ſhould reje& them; as my affections are ir- 
revocably engaged. After this avowal you can 
have no honorable plea for perſecuting me with 
your viſits, and you cannot ſuppoſe that I will 
ſuffer them, merely berauſe you may e amuſe- 
ment in diſtreſſing me.“ 


Lord Philip roſe from his ſeat, and mito 
between his teeth, © Curſed pride?” walked with 
| haſty ſteps up and down the room: provoked at 
Ser diſdain, and irreſolute whether to attempt 


, 
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ſoftening i it, or, give up his ſcheme. - Vet amidſt 
all her haughtineſs, without any ornament ex- 
cept her fine hair, falling in negligent profuſion 
over a long white dreſſing- gown, which being of 
ſmall value, was amongſt the laſt remains of her 
wardrobe, Matilda appeared to him at that mo- 
ment more beautiful than ever. A figure ſo in- 
tereſting, informed by a ſoul, ſo. noble, from 

many men, even of licentious principles, would 
have commanded reverence and found protection. 
But his heart, rendered oallous by voluntary con- 
tinuance in vice, had attained 'the fatal power of 
ſtifling its own reproaches; and though the in- 
dignant reproof of virtue might, for a moment 
give him a ſenſation of ſomething like ſhame, 
Lord Philip had long ſince quenched that re- 
morſe, which is the attendant of early. indiſcre- 
tion, and frequently the. baſis of refammion. 


For ſome moments both were filent» Lord 
Philip continued: to traverſe the floor with the 
gloomy and diſturbed air of one wo is meditat- 
ing the evil he heſitates to avo-. Matilda, ter- 
rified at this ill-boading ſullennefs, reſolved to 
ſummon all her courage:to get rid of him for the 
preſent, and at all events to. leave the houſe next 
morning There was no bell; in the room; ſhe 
therefore roſe and was adyaneing. towards the 
_. dpor, when his lordſhip forcibly, detaining her, 

- inſiſted upon her ſtay, and Matilda finding that 

ber commands and entreaties that he would leave 
oY ea ul $49 
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her Walde inefletual 4. ſcreamed.aloud,; when. 
at wy moment ben ee burſt into the 


Her Slat: and als were alre ay exhauſt= 

ed the ſudden ſurpriſe overpowered her, and 
ſhe ſunk down in a fainting fit. He flew to 
ſupport her, while Lord Philip, in the moſt vio- 
lent language, was ahuſing him for the intruſſon, 
and already heated wirh wine, in his füry 25 
him a blow Which was inſtantly returned'; 
_ ſcuffle enſued, which brought up Mrs. Mills, 10 
unable to diſingage himſelf from Lord Philip, 
Major Persfield committing Matilda, who was 
not yet recovered, to her care, went down to de. 
| eide the diſpute with his antagoniſt. 8 


In leſs than an \ kbar he returned; dards 
who, Gince his departure, had endured the moſt 
_ terrifying. ſuſpenos, was ſomewhat relieved by 
_ ſeeing him again, though by her earneſt and di- 
rect inquiries, ſne drew from him an acknow- 
bdgment that the difpute between Lord Philip 
and himſelf, though finally, had not been ami- 

cably ſettled, and that though his Jordfhip's life 
was in no danger, he had received a wound 
| which hed eonfine him for ſome time to his 

t. Hs then proceeded” to explain the 
. of his unex pedted viſit, “ As ſoon as 3 
Nr. Beachwood's health allowed his ſon to un- 
Lertoke en 258 1 wry Oy. and accom- 


"Po 
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panied him to Rathſtock- Caſtle. You Way; ima- 
gine our diſappointment, when, inſtead of 
finding you there, we heard the myſterious and 

incredible ſtory which was the reaſon aſſigned for 

your departure: convinced of its fallacy, though 
unable to produce any circumſtantial refutation, 
we were perſuaded that Lady Melroſs was deceiy- 
ed and unjuſt; but we ſought in vain for a con- 

| ference with her Lord. He choſe to have it un- 
derſtood that he was too much indiſpoſed to ſee 
any company, and this evaſion inclined me to be- 
lieve that he bad behaved fooliſhly; and was aſham- 
ed to acknowledge the conduct he could not dif- 
avow); the only account we could obtain, was, 
that you propoſed going to London by the Edin- 
burgh coach, and our next plan was to follow, 
ane enden to trace you, F 


On our return, we found at Fe a ber- 
ter from Mrs. Beachwood, to inform Leſlie that 
they had left Bath and were arrived in London, 
but that his father had a relapſe, and was again 
extremely il —already diſtracted with his uncer- 
tainty reſpecting your fate, and indignation 
againſt your calumniators, this intelligence com- 
Pleated his wretchedneſs. We travelled day and 


night, and it was agreed that on getting to town, 


the chaiſe ſhould take him on immediately to 
< $tratford-place, whilſt I proceeded to make the 

inquiries we had already concerted, and what- 
ever 0 be the event of my ſearch 1 hep 
- 10 
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to call and acquaint him with it in leſs than two 
hours —My ſucceſs was beyond my expectation. 
I obtained at the inn a direction which brought 
me hither, but on enquiring for you, was told 
that you ſaw no company. I then wrote upon 
my tablet a few lines, and defired the miſ- 
treſs of the ſhop to carry them up while 
I waited below, but was anſwered that if I would 
kave them. they ſhould be given to you, for that 
you were juſt then particularly engaged, and ſhe 
could not go up. There was ſomething in this 
myſterious caution that ſurpriſed and alarmed me; 
and as I advanced with a determination to ſatisfy 
my doubts of your ſafety, ſhe placed herſelf at 
the foot of the ſtairs to oppoſe my paſſing, and 
as the laſt reſource, cried, ©. Indeed, fir, you 
can't ſee Miſs now, for there's the young gentle- 
man as comes after her is up-ſtairs, and he'll play 
the devil with any body as offers to go up.” You 
may ſuppoſe this information had a very different 
effect from what was intended. I ruſhed paſt her, 
and the ſound of your \ voice N me 10 this 
po, FE 


From my relationſhip and intimacy in his-fa- 
7 mily, I ſhould have been glad that the taſk of 
| chaſtifing this, young man's inſolence had fallen 
upon any other than myſelf. But not content 
with perſonally inſulting me, be dared to utter 
the moſt ſcandalous inſinuations againſt your cha- 
) rafter, nuch, till he was wounded and fell, he 
refuſed 


154 
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refuſed. to retract. In the interval between that 
moment and the arrival. of the ſurgeon, the pain 
and extreme faintneſd from loſs: oſ blood, led him 
to believe that he was mortally wounded, and he 

then, with what preciſion the occaſion allowed, 
cleared you from his own aſperſions and thoſe of 
Lady Melroſs. Had this explanation been de- 
ferred only a few: moments, we might hereafter 
have had ſome trouble in bringing him to the 
confeſſion, for he was no ſooner: pronounced out 
of danger, than I fancied 1 could already perceive 
that he repented of it, and was mortißed at having 
unneceſſarily. expoſed! his own falſe hood: and diſ- 
honor. — But let us think no more of this worth- 
leſs man, whoſe puniſhment after all} has not 
equalled: his offence. The queſtion at prefent is, 
ta do all we dan towards the re- eſtabliſtent of 
your health and ſpirits; though we can. never 
make any compenſation adequate to your merit, 

and: all that you have ſuffered from the folly of 
ſome and the turpitude of others. But. I forget 
my promiſe of calling upon Beachwood, (added 
he, riſing to depart,) I will ſee you again for a 
moment, and if he ſhould. inſiſt upon accompa- 
nying me,, will 1 vou overlook the indecorum of ſo 
late a viſit to an invalid, and admit us ?—Matil- | 
da, though in every, thought and every action 

5 ſtrictiy delicate, was never either prudi th or af- 


fected; ſhe anſwered therefore, © If Mr. Beach- 


wood has found his father ſo, well as to admit of 
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his leaying him for that time, my happineſs i in, 
ſeeing him will at leaſt equal his own, and either 
now or in the morning I will admit you both for 


half an hour, to, the only apartment of which, L 
am miſtreſs,” 4 


He then went away, and Matilda, who, was | 
as ſhe was, was too greatly agitated by the various 
emotions of joy, ſurpxiſe, gratitude, and appres- 
henſion, to compoſe. her ſpirits, walked. about 
the room liſtening to the rolling of every carriage 
that drove through the ſtreet; and when at length 
the coach ſtapped, and ſhe. again heard the found, 
of that voice at which her heart had fo aſtan 
thrilled, with, pleaſure, pale and breathleſe ſhe 
threw herſelf into, a chair, and when, Beachwood = 
entered the room could, only hold out her hands 

to him, md taintly. eons his nnn 8 
into tears. ; | 


The moſt agonizing- ſenfaclone; were 1 $ 
0 the intelligent eyes of Beachwood, as he gazed 
upon the drooping form and altered face of Ma- ap 
tilda; and when he turned to ſurvey the wretched 
apartment, which, for near two months, had 
been the only habitation of the lovely object af 
his anxiety, and thought on the miſery ſhe had 
endured:there, and the cruel injuſtice which had 
driyen her to ſeek an abode ſo deſolate and obe 
ſeure, not all the manly, firmneſs. of his characten 
couldreſtrain.the tears which flowed * down 
his 
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his cheeks at thoſe recollections. But minutely 
to detail the feelings and the ſorrows of this in- 
. terview would be ſuperfluous; to thoſe who are 
ſtrangers to ſuch. ſenſations, long deſcription 
would be tedious, and thoſe that would compre- 
hend, will * imagine tbem. | 


He brought a written apology from his mo 
ther for not waiting upon her, and an invitation 
to remove directly to Stratford-place. His father, 


be ſaid, was much better, and the relapſe which 


| had ſo greatly alarmed Mrs. Beachwood, was 
only brought on by the fatigue of removing from 
Bath. But they had never yet been both abſent 
from him at once, ſince the commencement of 
his illneſs, though there was now every reaſon 
to hope that it would not return, and concluded 
by requeſting that ſhe would immediately take 
poſſeſſion of the apartment his mother had or- 
dered to be prepared for her reception; for, 
though unwilling to hurry or fatigue her, he 
Could not ſupport the idea of her remaining ano- 
; ther hour i in her "PROG <p 


y * 


| the 55 and the inconvenience to Mrs. . 

wood of receiving any one as her gueſt, till his 
father was perfectly recovered. But theſe re- 

monſtrances were over- ruled. The warm and 

e e terms of the invitation, which, though 

| om written by his mother, had been diftated 


"mf 
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by bimſelf; and the advice and authority of Major 
Persfield, who inſiſted upon the impropriety of 
continuing another night in the houſe of Mrs. 
Mills, who had been evidently corrupted by Lord 
Philip, overcame her reluctance. To remove 
from thence was become a point of delicacy as 
well as of convenience. She had no female 
| friend or relation to receive her. | Major Persfield 
lodged at Nerot's, and had no eſtabliſhment in 
London; and though ſituated as ſhe-was with 
reſpe& to Beachwood, his father's houſe was one 
of the laſt places ſhe would have choſen, had there 
been any eligible alternative; yet in the preſent 
caſe there was no other expedient, and ſhe ſuf- 


fered tl m to place her in the coach, and was 
5 carried to Stratford- place. 


; MIS. Beachwood, who, amidſt all Ku follies of . 
Fam life, had not exchanged her natural 
civility and ſoftngſs of manners, for the hardened 
indifference, or rather impudence, which is the 
modern characteriſtie of a high bred matron, par- 
ticularly deſirous of obliging her ſon, received 

Matilda with every mark of eſteem and affection; 
and by her behaviour juſtified all the aſſurances 

8 contained in his letter, of the change of ſenti- 
; ments s which had taken act in his family. | 
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£ A FE W days before the removal af Matilda, 
Mr. Dar wiek had arrived in England. He landed 
at Graveſend, and went directly to Spring Hall, 
where the arſt meeting with his family was em- 
bittered by the intelligence of the addition it had 
received in his abſence, and the doubts he enter- 
tained concerning the real rank and character of 
his ſon-in-law. The Baron, diſtreſſed for caſh, 
had had nd other alternative, than to retire as a 
_ viſitor to his lady's brother, or procure the means 
ol ſupporting his extravagance by declaring his 
marriage. He preferred the latter as the plea- 
ſanter of the two plans, and in conſequence of 
this deciſion, had already claimed and received. 
the fortune ſhe poſſeſſed, independent of her fa-. 
ther, Mrs. Darwick at firſt gave way to. the moſt 
violent 
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violent inve@ives and 'reproaches ; but two E 
the fathily were Already the Baron's faſt friends, 
and the weak and ambitions mind of the third 
was ſo da#tled and flattered" by the perſuaſion of 
his high ratk and violent love, that ſhe forgot 
the contempt ſhe had hitherto beſtowed upon all 
perſons who had the misfortune to be natives of 
any other country than her own, 


The ſuſpicions of Mr: Darwiek ſoon after 
were compleatly juſtified. The Baron, confcious 
that the ſtate of his affairs was nor ſuch as would 
endute the inveſtigation Hkely to take place, be- 
fore any addition was made to the ſum he had 
already ſecured, deliberated whether to acknow- 
ledge the deception he cbuld not continue, and 
imputing it to his paſſion, throw himſelf upon 
the generoſity of the family, or ſilently to with- 
draw from the ſThatme of detection, contented 
with the certain profits of his adventure. The 
former of theſe ſchemes might probably ſecure 
him a moderate eſtabliſhment, with the ſociety 
of a haughty capricious wife, whoſe perſon he 
had never admired, and whoſe temper he difliked. 
The latter would enable him to figure in the ſt ye 
to which he had always aſpired, though never 
before ſo amply poſſeſſing the means of ſupport- 
ing it. This laſt project was reſolved upon. On 
pretence of meeting a friend in London, he quit- 
ted Spring Hall, and with ten thouſand pounds 
ue off FOR Naples, * the family, whoſe ig- 
norance 
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norance and ſelf. conceit, had rendered them fit 
ſubjects for impoſition, mutually to accuſe each 
other's folly.— And expoſing his lady to the deri- 
ſion of all her acquaintance, when, after parading 
amongſt them with-the title of Baroneſs Orlaſkoi, 
the found herſelf the wife of Frederic Worfaldt, 


_ a German adventurer, who had deceived and 
abandoned her. 


The vexation cauſed by this en dene, 
prevented any particular enquiry on the part of 
Mr. Darwick reſpecting his ward. He had heard 
from Mrs. Darwick, in general terms, that ſhe 

had made herſelf very ridiculous, by fancying that 
- Beachwood was attached to her; and, after leav- 
ing Lady Firkin, had got into Lord Melroſs's 
family, for the ſake of being ſtill in the way of 
meeting with him. Though this repreſentation 
did not correſpond with his opinion of the ſenti- 


ments and character of his charge, he ſuffered 


his lady, as uſual, to draw her own concluſions, 
and ſettle the matter her own way; determining 
to write to Matilda, and require from herſelf, an 
account of her conduct, and the motives of ſuch 
a ſtrange deviation ſrom his parting injunctions, 
and the delicacy he expected from her own prin- 
eiples. Rut the departure of the Baron, which 


took place two days after his return, and the ſub- 


ſequent diſtreſs and confuſion of his family, had 


prevented his writing; and it was not till he 


5 went to London, and received at once the note, 


te 
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ſhe had firſt left for Thy in Clarges-ſlreet, and 
another, acquainting him with her preſent re- 
ſidence, that ſhe again recurred to his remem- 
brance, and he haſtened to Stratford- place. 


- Tn the account he there heard of the conduct 
of his ward, he found ſome compenſation for 
the affliction occaſioned by the folly of his daugh- 
ter; though every proof of her excellence, ſerved 
but to. increaſe the ſorrow and anxiety he felt in 
_ contemplating her altered appearance; and Beach- 
| wood, who had been flattered by the phyſician 
with a belief that a little time and care would 
reſtore her health, with inexpreſſible anguiſh, 
read in the books of Mr, Darwick his opinion— 
that it was injured paſt redreſs; and ruſhed out 
of the room, to conceal the emotions ſuggeſted 
| by the apprehenſion, that the objec of his ten- 


dereſt ſolicitude Was, W haſtening to an 
early grave. 


Mr. 50 wil ſhe was Heb to 
him, had received her with the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
kindneſs; and, as her indiſpoſition did not con- 
ine her to her own apartment, whether from 
gurioſity or favor, ſeemed deſirous of her com- 
pany, and pleaſed that ſhe ſhould attend Mrs. 
Beachwood to ſit with him in the dreſſing- room, 
© where he was now ſufficiently recovered to enjoy 
the ſociety of his family and intimate friends. 
5 Nihat, Too ghd out his former 1 Pons 


- Were 
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Were fo compleatly el was a ack that 

the motives of this alteration were not the moſt. 
0 honorable or diſintereſted, and could not avoid in- 
ternally remarking, the fe ta elfe&@ which 
chanęe of fortune produces in the regard of the 
worlaly- minded and avarieious. Oonſeious that 
the virtues which they now fo. highly extolled 
and eſteemed in the | heireſs; of Major Persfield, 
in the dependent ward of Mr. Darwick might 
| have remained for ever unnoticed or undiſeovered. 


he calm which was now enjoyed by all the 
family in Stratford-place, received ſome inter- 
ruption by the deceaſe of Sir Charles Leſſie, who 
| had been ordered to Bath, in the beginning of 
winter, as the laſt reſource, and died there ſoon 
after the Beachwoods returned ts London. In 
_ conſequence of this event, Leſlie, who was his 
heir, in compliance with his uncle's requeſt, dropt 
the name of Beachwood, and retaining that of 
his mother's family, took poſſeſſion of the eſtate, 
byy the title of Sir Edvard Leite. Th his en- 


f warste, which now, To Ht wiſhed by K his 
friends, had been delayed only by the illneſs of 
= Matilda, ' And as it was neceſſary that he ffiould 
Ter off immediately for Bath, and reſpect to the 
met ory of Sir Chatte required that the cere- 
mony ſhould not take place till they were 6ut of 
| mourning, it was ſettled, that he ſhould after- 
Wards make an excurſion to viſit his eſtates; and 


Nati | 
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- Nfatilda promiſed, on that condition, to remain 
with Mrs. Beachwood till his return, inſtead of 
going into the country with Major Persfield, to 
viſit a family to whom he was defirons of intro- 
 Yuging his adopted daughter. This ſcheme, to 
which ſhe had aſſented for the ſake of reſiding 
in any other houſe than that of Mr. Beachwood, 
was propoſed by him, as an expedient to try the 
effect which a change of air might have on her 
declining health. But on her fixing to remain 
in town, he conſented, at her requeſt, not to 
give up his purpoſed viſit, but to limit the time 


of his ſtay to a few days; and he, as well as Leſlie, 
left them the next morning; the latter, notwith- 
ſtanding the neceſſity for his journey, being pre- 
vailed upon to depart only by the aſſurance that 
he found herſelf much better, her promiſe of 
remaining with his mother, and er 36d writ- 
Wy; — Ta 


Mr. Darwick, who ſaw her every day, and n 
in whom abſence ſeemed to have augmented the 
affectionate regard he had ever entertained for 

her, had endeavoured to prevail upon his wife, 
to make her a viſit of friendly congratulation 
upon the fortunate adoption of his friend, and 
the happy alteration in her affairs: but congra- 
tulation was a language, which, with Mrs. Dar- 

| Wiek, ſeldom came from the heart. In herſelf, 

"oe" her beg ack Wunken all her Joys; and 


Vor. n Oe ; 


wm_ ar 5 * 


* 
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though. the frigid can of her nature. Was 
ſometimes overcome by intereſt, or concealed b 
Y the unmeaning forms and eſtabliſhed etiquette of 
_ ſociety; yet, where no neceſſity exiſted for thoſe 
_ Eivilities,- ſhe ſeldom took the trouble to practiſe 
them; and the late difappointment of her hopes, 
and the public expoſure of that folly which had 
been its own puniſhment, had mingled: ſhame 
aid mortification with the envy and malignity 
which were always inherent in her mind. Inca- 
pable herſelf of great or generous ſentiments, ſhe 
| believed. them not in others; and no leſs depreſſed 
in misfortune, than inſolent in proſperity, was 
unwilling to afford Matilda, the triumph-of wit- 
neſſing ber vexation. Conſcious that ſhe had 
treated her unkindly. ſhe ſhrunk, from an inter- 
view with gne who was no longer an object of 
ber bounty or her inſult, but raiſed to a a ſituation | 
ſuperior to her- own, and ſhe refuſed to | behold 
tze happineſs He could neither PASS, Nor 
A xejoice in. 


But thus In Mb cn of Matilda by4 ket 
"own, moſt unjuſt and ill founded were the opini- 
ons of Mrs. Darwick. Her harſhneſs and ſeve- 
rity no longer felt were already forgotten; and 
reſpect for her guardian, though it could not 
conceal the failings of his family, had always 
13 ſoftened, her reſentment, and intereſted her in 
their welfare. But to triumph in the diſtreſs or 
 bymiliation of her engmies, was a mean retalia- 
5 | tion 


* 
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ken of which her foul was at all times inca⸗ 0 


. e 


Dien 11 5 457 
While FAYE dit OS: b. Le pi 

was dail y coneiliating the ſavor of het new friends 
by her gratitude and ſweetnefs, and the modera- 

tion with whieh ſhe ſupported her J unexpected | 
good fortune, Leſtie, by indulging the native ge- 
neroſity and beneficence of his diſpoſition, was 
enjoying the only 3 888 875 he could celle a 
ibeir ſeparation. 4 t4 25347 


The old earl, fither & Lord U Micphune ks 
Bad married Sir Charles's eldeſt daughter, by in- 
ſi ling upon A larger fortune than it was oonve⸗ 

- nient to part with, had prevented his making ar i 
5 adequate proviſio ion for two others who were chil- 
dren ; and who had therefore no dependance but 
on their mother's jointure. His firſt care was to 
render them independent, and by the ſale of his 
own eſtate in Devonſhire, which, by its diſtance 
was too far removed from his inſpection to. be 
either convenient or profitable while retained 
in his own hands; he was enabled, without di- 
miniſhing that annexed to the title, to make A 

them equal with Lady Macphane, and to enjoy 2 
bis own acquiſition of fortune, unembittered by 
the reflection, that the daughters of the man,, 


N 


b from whom it deſcended to him, were no ſufferers 4 
3 N its Wien, om their own family... IN 
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At this time Lady Felicia was expeRted. in 
„ her father, whoſe | journey to Sultzbach 
was a whim of; his own, rather allowed than pre- 
ſeribed by his phy ſieians, during the illnefs which 
detained: him at Cambray, had loſt all inclination 
to proceed farther. This was well known | to 
Lord Philip, when he had adviſed, Matilda to di- 
rect her letters to his ſiſter, : at Sulrzbach, whither 
be then knew ſhe meant not to go, and would 
not x receive them. By this addreſs, the would be 
prevented from receiving any intelligence of his 
own baſeneſs, 'or the diſtreſs, of her. Fay and 
- flattered himſelf; that ere ſhe could: \bl-fullGicatly 
at leiſure, alter her return, to enquire for on dif- 


: 2 cover her, it might be equally the wiſh' of Ma- 


tilda to avoid the meeting For ane con- 
By cealing her own ſituation and conduct. 


Theſe mean and treacherous tn 
pen e as they deſervec, and Mafor Persfield 
returned fra the county amply conſoled for 
Having Been the means of inflicting the chaſtiſe- 
ment. During his late viſit, a lady, who acci- 
dentally called there, and who was unaequainted 
with his perſon, amongſt other neus, mentioned 
Lord Philip's being dangerouſly wounded; in a 
_ -» duet, by the father of a young lady whom be had 
inſuſtedg and having very eiroumſtautially re- 
lated the whole ſtory, with all the amendments 
and additions which anecdotes of this kind ge- 
"roy gain in Steez added, though ac- 

Logs 5 N quainted 


era of his ſeheme. Knowing the friend- 
+. ſhip which ſubſiſted between his ſiſter and Matil- 
da, as well as the intimacy of Leſlie.in their ſa- 
- mily, he felt no inclination to remain Where he 


, * jp: 
** 
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dusiated with* him, and eſteeming Vis family, 


"the could not feel compaſſion. for his preſent ſuf- 
 ferings, as his conduct, in an inſtance which had 
fallen within her own obſer vation, had merited 
them all; and ſhe regarded them as a Juſt recom- 
penee for his treatment of a young acquaintance 
of her daughter“ s, whom he had ſeduced from 
her friends, and prevailed upon to accompany 
Bim abroad, where he had left her, and where it 
was believed that the had died of Bu and ar 
ont. 5 


Tube relator 77 this 3 was Lady We- 
ford, and a ſingle queſtion was {ſufficient to in- 
form Major Persfield, that the ſubject of it was 
Miss Harland, and that in avenging the cauſe 


of Matilda, he had Knoles, the * of his 
8 niece. 3 


1 


Lit Philip e. ont for a 3 time to 0 fuſe | 


hers the effects of his wound, which was more 


dangerous than had at firſt been ſuppoſed: and 
dis recovery was alſo. retarded by the irritable 


violence of his temper, and chagrin at the diſ- 


could not avoid frequently meeting them, and 


| therefore, as ſoon as he was able to travel, went 
abfead; where, ſome time afterwards, his tur- 
ED, I EM: 1 A bolant g 
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bulent haughtineſs embroiled him i in a quacrel, 
the conſequences of which fatally ter _— his 
life and his vices together. 


- While Matilda, thus freed from tor . 
her character cleared, her worth acknowledged, 
and her former ſelf-denial rewarded, thought 
Terfelf bleſt beyond her expectation or deſert; 
her emaciated and conſumptiye appearance gave 
reaſon to fear, that thoſe virtues, diſcovered too 

Hate, were haſtening to receive an higher recom- 
pence. To have lived the wife, of Leſlie, ſhe 
| conſidered ; as the. ſummit ol earthly happineſs. 

and 7 23H iy and grateful for all the good ſhe 
enjoyed, as well as for the preceding trials which, 


by exerciſing her patience, had taught her at 5 


once fortitude and ſubmiſſion, awaited without 
| . repining the bitterneſs of that ſeparation, which, 
 thoveſi MNowly, ſhe” believed. was yet certainly 
approaching. To have been the choſen jet 
of efteem and tenderneſs, fuch as his, was in 
_ itſelf a gratifieation which more than repaid all 
per misfortunes. And it was only i in anticipating 
Bis agonies for her lofs, that ſhe found her reſo- 


lation ſinking, . nor Hot A: een 1 ſoft- 
neſs and W ‚ ‚ Hort HY 160d; 


158780 Metros In wag unfortunate e 
. ee in a great meaſure, the diſtreſſes and 
5 2 792 on N weh her departure, had been 


| an 
* 4 
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an Object of pity and contempt to others; as well 
as of ſhame and felf- condemnation!” On recover- 
ing from his fever, he ſeemed to have loft with 
his delirium, the violent paſſion that had cauſed 
it; and in the languor and ſolitude of a ſick room 
reſſecting upon what had paſſed, and the i injury 
he had perhaps done to the character of Matilda, 
addreſſed a letter to her, incloſed in one to Lady 
Felicia, acknowledging. the impropriety of his 
conduct, and imploring that by his ſiſter ſne 
would ſend him her forgiveneſs: another, and a 
harder taſk remained, to conciliate Lady. Melroſs, | 
and his pride e at the idea of making con- 
ceflions to a woman, whoſe follies had fo little 
entitled her to require perfectien in others, and 
Whoſe indifference had been in ſome meaſure a 
motive and an excuſe for his own. For theſake 
cf his children this reluctance was overcome ; 
and the report of Matit!a's intended marriage, 
contributing perhaps. to the reconciliation, Lord 
and Lady Melroſs continued to live together in 
the ſume manner as before, without any incon- 
venient portion of eſteem or fondneſs on either 

| fide, but civil, cool, and faſhionable as ever. 


Vet Wand no longer engroſſed- by a calpabl 
7 the wretchedneſs of his lordſhip's mind, 
which fil dwelt with reverence and admiration 

vpon a character ſo pale, to that of his wife, 
| along a : melancholy proof. how ſmall is the 


chance 5 
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"change: of [MEA es in connexions formed ſrom 

views of intereſt, where convenience is ſubſti- 

* for affection; and the heart without attach- 

ment knows no joy but in vanity and parade, or 
1 that fatal diſſipation, which, encouraging a 

Joes! looſeneſs of manners, is "UN" 1 to 


* a 


3 viee. VVV 


Mr. 3 5 in 4 8 Wigs 4 9 

4 m his own daughter, was doubly anxious for the 
recovery of Matilda, whoſe complaints, though 
not violent, were flowly. waſting her ſtrength, 
and ſeemed to menace a gradual decay. From 
| Her he had always found the dutiful attention 
which” in his on children was frequently want- 
ing. Orlando, though naturally of a better di- 
Ae than his ſiſter, yet in foppery and affec- 
tation, had loſt or ſtifled the generons feelings 
of youthful enthuſiaſrs and filial affection. Ad- 


11 # Faneing in 1 life, without either degenerating into 


5 vices or amending his former abſurdities, 
be was impereeptibly ſliding into that infignifi- 
cance of character Which muſt ultimately be the 
portion of all, who, not poſſeſſing brilliant ta- 
lents, are not ſedulous to compenſate for the de- 
| ficieney, by thoſe ſolid and reſpectable virtues 
which are attained by all. And thus waſting in 
trifſes that; tranſient Teaſon, when the mind, at 
once vigorous and docile, is capable of applica- 
tion and open to improvement, was preparing 
for himſelf the late repentance and contemptu- 
. | „ ous 


2 | - > 
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ous ridicule which, in old age, is the conſequence 
and puniſhment of a youth Rho in frivolous. 


follics. 


Matilda; whos has caſtfoodtign! at 
| all her friends, and taught her to conſider her 
own recovery as improbable, was at length fo 
completely reſtored as to remove all their appre< 
henſions. And Leflie, who had been tortured 
with all the tender anxietics of ſolicitude, hope; 
and terror, receiving the hand of Matilda, in 
the aflurance! ef preſent happineſs, bft all _ 
. membrauce of paſt afflitions. f 


; A8 this ene of Sir Charles Leſlie had fixed + 
Her: reſidenoe at Bath, and choſe not to return 
any mere to the family at of her late huſband, 
ir was agreed that they ſhould, for the preſent 


FN Tr have no . but divide cheir r re- 


ee ſeav.; in- 33 and Sir Edward's 
eſtate in Kent. The vicinity of the latter to his 
father's houſe. rendered it particularly defirable ; 
.as Mr. Beachwood, accuſtomed to live with his 
ſon upon terms of the moſt familiar friendſhip 
and confidence, would have felt any long or 
diſtant ſeparation not merely with the fondneſs 
8 of a father, but would ha ve regretted it as a pri- 


” va of the: ue: of a valuable. and. 2 ; 


dhl, 


daun, and WhO gene 
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- Matilda, from, 4 x IP obſervance. of. the | 
teeth due to-the feelings of the unfortunate, 


when they went out of town for the ſummer, 


preferred going to Rock wood-hall, in Cumber- 
land, rather than into Kent, where the neigh- 


bourhood of Spring -hall muſt ha ve brought the 


ſamilies frequently together: and the diſgrace of 


Miſs Dar wick, (or to ſpeak mare propefly, Ma- 
dame Worfaldt,) was too recent to ſuppoſe that 


ſhe could without additional. mortification, wit⸗ 


neſs the a fi . a i 0 225 
| Leſlie. e r 


Major en ee Cn marciage b 
does, gegessen, houſand pounds 
the conduct of his b as he delig | 
call her, found all his generous partiality repaid 


by her affectionate attention to himſelf, and the 
univerſal eſteem and admiration excited by his 
favorite; while Mr, Beachwood, . who, during 
her illneſs, from what he then ſaw of the wretch- 
eldneſs of his ſon, had anticipated the grief and 
- » _ defpair that would follow her loſs, as well as his 
con remorſe for having always diſapproved and 
. reprobated the connexion, upon which he then 
ſaw 100 plainly that all Leſlie's happineſs de- 
| pended, with equal ſincerity though from dif- 
-- -. terent motives rejoiced in her recovery; and the 


_ $93; 1 Was at firſt 98 Ps to her as an 
heireſs 
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| Heireſs and the wife of his ſon, by the ſuperior 
qualities and charming manners of Matilda, was 
ſoon converted into the N e and cor- 

dial NOSE. | f 1 ng mary y 


| Matilda, no longer depreſſed by her ſituation, 
or or reſtrained by want of power, from exerciſing 
the natural bene volence of ber diſpoſition, and 
dif playing the talents ſo well calculated to do ho- 
nor to her preſent rank, happy in the fervent 


and unabatiig attachment of Sit Edward and 


che approbaton of his whole family, juſtified his 


exalted opirion of her character, and continued 
to enjoy that rational and permanent felicity, 


& to be expected from a choice founded 
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